P L E A 


FOR THE 


Non-Confomiſts, 


. GIVING | 
The true State of the Diflenters Caſe. 


And how far the Conformiſts Separation from 
the Church of Rome, for their Popiſþ Superſtitions 
and Traditions igtroduced into the Service of 
God, juſtifies the Voz-Corformifts Separation 

from them for the ſame. 
Ina Letter to D* Bejamin Calamy, upon 


his Sermon, called, Scrupulous Conſcience, inviting hereto. 


By Philalethes. 
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A Roy! Witneſs to the Diſſenters ( aufe. 


Peing ſome Gleanings of thoſe Weighty and Worthy 
Sayings of the late Riag, in his Conference with the Popiih 
Marqueſs of Worceſter, 1646. in Ragland Caſtle, out of 
Certanem Religioſum. 


1ſt. Iz behalf of the Script ure, which the Papiſts ſlight for 
their Tradition. 

2dly. Againſt their Primitive Antiquity, which they adore 
and fetch their vain Worſhip from. 


Differences may !e compoſed ; it is the Lizht whereia we muſt walk, the Fool 

ot our Son's, an Antidote that expelleth any Inteftion, the only Sword thut ki''s 
the Enemy, the only Plaiſter that can cure our Womids, the only Documents to atiat1 
Erercal Lite. And p. ' 16. That the Evidences which are in Scripture cannot be manmicſted 
bur out of the ſame Scripture, and quotes for the ſame, 1rone1s 1th. 2. 12. 

2d4!y Agar ft rhctc A-tijuitics, p. 111. Oar Saviour Chriſt ſaith, We muſt not fo much 
hearken to what has been fa:d by them of old time, Mar. 2. 12. as to that which he (all 
re!! you. Where Auditis dium effe Antiquitatis 15 expelled, and E9 dico vobis 18 come 
12 Its place. And ſpeaking of that King ot Phrigia, that was about to be baptized, as 
the Biſhop hat was become of all his Anceſiors? He told him they were gone tp Hell, 
f20g away, and 1114, Thither then will T go unto them ; faith, No Ivfs wile are they who 
had rather err with their Fathers and Councils, than reGifie their Undcr{tandings by the 
Word of God. ard ſquare their Faith according to 1ts Rules, 

And Ceaking of the Fathers, ſaith, p. 114. 1 diſcover tz» Fathers Na%eine$, but deplore 
their Infrmities, that we ſhould ror cruſt in Arms of Felh. Tertullian faith he was a 
Koitanift. Cyp ian, a Rebaptift or Arabagtiſl;, O tin, an Antropomorphiſt, / crom, a 
Mor.ogoniſt, Naztanzen. an Angelift, Euſchiws, an Arrian : St. Auſtin had writ ſo many 
Frr-:5, that he writ a Bok of Retrattations, that they have otten contravicted one ano- 
ther, and ſometimes themlel: cs. 

That it was no {tranze thing to fee Error triumph in Antiquity, and flouriſh their Enſizns 
of Univerſality, Succeſſion, 49c. in the face of Truth ; and nothing ſo tamiliar ot old as 
to beſmear the tace of Truth with ſpots of Novelty ; tor this was Jeremtah's caſe, 7er. 
16. 44. &c. 

If you vaunt never {9 much of your Roman Catholick-Church, we can tell you, ont ot 
St. Jobn, That ſhe i become the Synarogue of Satan; neither 1s it 1mpoſi1ble but the 
Houle of Prayers may be made a Den ot Thieves. You call us Hereticks ; we atuwer you 
with St. Pau/, Ats 21.14. 7: the way ycu call Hereſie, worſhip we the God of our Fa- 
thers, belicving all thino s which are writt-n in the Law and the Prophets. 

Ard the better to teſtifie his Piety and Compaſſion to peaceable Diſſenters, (having him- 
ſelf found the Inconveniency of the contrary) ſpeaks to his Son, our preſent King, in his 
Eioy BaZianey, Pp. 217. thus, viz. | 

My counſel and charge to you is, That you beware of exaſperating any Fafions by the 
Croſneſs and Aſperity of ſome mens Paſſions, Humours or private 9pinions imployed by 
you, grounded only upon Diferences in leſſer matters, which are but the Skirts and Su- 
burbs of Religion, wherein a Charitable Connivance and Chriſtian Toleration often difſipates 
their ſtrength, when rougher Oppoſition fortifies. 

And p. 164. That his Prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in remitin g, rather than 
exating the Rigour of the Law, there being nothing worſe than legal Tyranny. 


ES the Scripture, he ſaith, p. 119. That the ——_ is the Rule by which all 
iſt, 
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The CONTENTS 


Of the principal things contain'd in this Letter to DoRoe 
Calamy (bringing forth the Merits ot the Cauſe, as the Dr. 
deſires) under the Conformiſts Objettions and Non-Confor- 
miſts Anſwers, are as tolloweth, viz. 


He firſt Ovjettion the Conformiſts make apainſt the 
t. OS). Non-Conformiſts, 7s, That they have no ground 
conſcientiouſly to ſ{cruple at the Rites and Ceres 
monies of their Church, becauſe they are none of them for- 
bidden in the Scripture ; upon which ſingle Point (they ſay) 
{tards the whole of the Controverſy, P28 3» 4 
Anſw. To which the Non-Conformiſts return to them the ſme 
Anſwer they themſelves give the Papiſts, to the ſame Obje.tion 
againſt them, viz. That what ts not contained in cur only RULE 
OF FALTH, THE BIBLE, #* tobe reeHed, P.6,7,8. 
2, Otj. That the Non-Conformiſts have no reaton to {cruple, 
much lels to ſeparate from: their Clivrch. for fach tmall indif- 
ferent things, as the Rites and Ceremonies in the Liturgy, 
which they aftirm.to be lo, P. 9, 10. 
Arſw. To which they ſay, That the Rites and Ceremorics in Gods 
Wo: ſhip are not ſmall indifferent things, either in Gods account, 
P. 13, 14 nor in ther own account, as their Principles from their 
own Pers evidence,and their Prattices declare, viz.by their smpeſing 
them as abſolutely neceſſary, upon the Penalty of Life, Liberty and 
Eſtate, yea, Soul alſo, though themſelvcs do grant, that the enjoyn- 
ing ind ferent or unnece foy things as neceſſary, is an adding 
to Gods Word, Will Worſhip and vain Worſhip, P. 11, 124.13. 
3. Obj. That they have no cauſe to ſeparate uj on the account of 
Rites and Ceremonies, as tho they were Pop:ſh Novelries, be- 
cauſe they are all of them founded in Primitive Anviquity, 
before Popery was known inthe World ; both which they 
poli tively affirm, P- 14, 15. 
Aniw. To which they Reply, 1ſt. That Primitive Antiquity without 
Scripture Authority, ou: ht to be no Rule,by their own grant, p. 16. 
2dly. That in that Antiquity is found many groſs Errors and 
Flereſies, (many of which aye enumerated) to which we ſhall be 
oblsged, as well as to the other,if that be ro be the Rule, p.17. 3dly. 
As to matter of Fatt, they ſay, Theſe Rites und Ceremonies in the 
Liturgy (/e ſeverely impoſed upon Diſſenters) upon a due ſearch 
are not to be found in Primitive Antiquity, before Popery was known 
in the World, as they make good in 28 Particulars, viz. Kneeling 
at 
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at Altar, Surplice, Croſs in Baptiſm, Confirmation or Biſhop- 
ing,BaprizingChildren for Regeneration,upon the deed done, 
Goſlips, Liturgies, Letanies, Reſponſes, ColleCts, Autiphones, 
Kyrieeleiſons,Pfalms and Leſſons, Epiſtles and Goſpels, Sing- 
ing Service, Altars, Feſtivals, Reſtraining Marriage to fixed 
Canonical Times and Hours, Bowing at Altar, Eccleſialtical 
Order, Conſecration of Churches, Organs,Rogation Week, 
Pricits Garments, Wedneſday, Fryday and Saturday Fall, 
Vigils, Apoſt. Creed, Arthanaſiis?s Creed, from p. 18 to 29. 
4thiy. That they ſymbolize and are expreſly fouled in Popery, 
which they make good from m my p rticulars, by divers Arguments 
and Authorities, a4 well a4 by their own Grants and Achnowledpe- 
ments, from p. 29, to 64. vis. iſt. From the former Inſt ance:, 
being the Ordin.ttion of Popes and their Conneils, p.30. 2dly. By 
Confefſion of Parties, P31, 32. 3Uuly. By comparins their Divine 
For Maſs) Service and ours together, 1ſt. As to the Times when to 
be perform'dp 33, 34-2dly.In the divine Service it felf. 35.347, 
In their Rites & Ceremonies, Places of Worſhip, Pricfthoo 1 : 4th ly, 
Ordination of Prieſts, P. 36, 37. 5thiy. Inpoſng and perſecuting 
Diſſenters, contrary to their own grants, from P. 46, to 5 2. Con- 
firm'd by Hiſtory, and ſealed to oy the Witneſs of our ld Non- 
Conformiſts, from p. 53, toE.;. 

4, 5. Obj. Thetwol-iſi Objettions charges the Diſſcnters from the Re- 
ligion eftablifhed by Law, to be guilty of Dilobedience to Jlawly! 
Authority, Sedirion, Faction, Tumult, Riot, Plotting, &c. 

To both which they madeflly defend and juſiifie themſelves, from 
DP. 65 . totheend. The C oncluſion ſums up the matter, and i1ms 
provesit. The Author many times perſonates the Diſſenters for 
the Sence ſake, wherein you muſt bear with him. 


Eader, You are deſired to correct or candidly excuſe theſe 

Errorsof the Preſs following, Thereare ſome mil- {pcl- 

lings, miſ-printings, &c. which I hope do not injure the ſence 

toa judicions peruſer. If there he any mil quotations, as | hope 

there are not {[ am ſure there are no wilful ones) upon notice 
ſhall thankfully be received and corrected. 


- Errata. 


Page 11. line 25, read gn. p. 12. 1. laſt f which r with, p.20. 1. 7. marg. read Cranmore-. 
p-26.1.2.r eſt. fp.147. r p.427. p.30.1.5. r in their.p.39.1.22 f our r their. p.11.1.40.r things. 
and 1. 42. rone tne. p. 47. 1. 18; r ſaith he. p. 52.1. 25. r worthy f nor thy. p. 53. 1. 23- 
r loving | lovirg. p. 56. 1. laſt r the f thk. p. 60. 1.6. r ſhall i ſhall not. * p, 73. margs 
r inſtit. f inftin#, & for !, 20.6, 10, x 1, 2% C19, ps 774 b 224 f doth x doft 
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A 
P LEA 


FOR THE 


Nonconformiſts, &c. 


SIR, 


N your Diſcourſe about a /cr#pulozes Conſcience, Preach't « 
| firſt at Aldern.Þun-Bury, then at Bow-Church, about five 

or ſix Months lince, and fince by you printed, you are 

pleaſed not only to put forth your endeavours by ſeveral 
Arguments to gain and Reduce the Dyſſenters to the Commu+» 
nion ot the Church of England ; Bur ( the better to ſhew your 
modcration and tenderneſs, as one that would not force and 
compel; but convince and fatisfie a /crupxlous Conſcience) do 
allo offer to them ſeveral Chriſtian Rules and Directions to 
cttect the ſame ; amongit which are theſe that follow, viz. 


* When any private Chriſtian is troubled and perplexed p,;, 24, 25: 
with fears and ſcruples that concern his Duty or the Wor- 
** ſkipof God, he ought in the firſt place to have Recourſe 
** to the publick Guides and Miniſters of Religion, who are 
© appointed by God, and are beſt fitted to direCt and condu&t 
** him; I ſay to come to them not only to Diſpute od agen 
A wit 
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« with them, and pertly to oppoſe them, but with all mo- 


*« deſty to propound their doubts, meekly to hearken and 


<« reccive Inſtraction , humbly begging of God to open their 
« underſtanding, that they may lee and imbrace the Truth, 
taking great care that no cvil affection, love of a party, 
; or Carnal Intere{t, influence or Byalſs their Judgment. 

« We do not by this delire men to pin their Faith upon the 
« Prieſts ſleeve, or to put out their own Eyes, that they 
« might be better guided and managed by them, but only 
<« diligently to attend to their Reaſons and Arguments, and 
« give ſome due Regard and Detference to their Authoriay ; 
« for it may not be ſo abſurd, as may by ſome be imagined, 
« for the Common people to take upon Truſt from their law- 
ful Teachers, whar they are not competent Judges of them=- 
ſelves. But the Difficulty here 1s, How ſha!l a private 
« Chriſtian govern himſelf, when the very Guides and Mini- 
ſters of Religion determine differently concerning theſe 
Matters in queſtion amongſt vs, ſome warranting and al- 
lowing them, othcrs as much diſapproving them ? By 
« what Rule ſhall he chule his Guide? | Lo which yon Reply. ] 
«' As for thoſe who ſcruple ar Conformity, and are tolera” 
& bly able io Judge for themſelves, let not ſach rely barely 
« upon the Authority either of the one or the other ; all we 
« delire of them 1s, that the:” would cqually hear both ſides, 
© that they wou'd think the Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
« [and have ſome Senſe and Conſcience too, as well as other 
« men, and are able to ſay ſomewhat for what they do them- 
& ſelves, or require of others, and laving aſide all prejudices, 
& favour to, or admiration of mens perſons, they would 
* weigh and conjider the Arguments that may be propoaund- 
« ed to them. being Diffident of their own Apprehentions, 
* and Indiff:rent to cither part of the Queſtion, that they 

would think 1t no ſhame to Change their mind, when they 
© ſee gond Reaſon for it. 

** Could we thus prevail with the People diligently to Exa- 
*-Mine the Merits of the Canſe, Our Church would every 
*. Ya! gun more ground amongſt all Wiſe men ; for wz care 
*, not how mach knowledge and underſtanding our PÞFple 
* have, fo they bc but humble and mndeſt with it ; nor do 
** we deire men to h2come our Profelytes any further then 
« we give them g29d Scripture and Reaſon for it. 
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Upon Reading whereof ( being ſent me by a Friend) 1 
did betake my ſelf to a ſerious ſearch , and Impartia! 
conſideration of the Controverlier, and the Arguments ten- 
dred on both lides, ( many of the learned Guides, as you 
well obſerve, being of ſuch different minds herein ) and 
more particularly harze I weighed thoſe Arguments mention- 
ed by your ſelf in that diſcourſe ( in ConjunCtion with whar 
the Reverend Dr. S:ill;gfirer , the Learned Dr. Afore, ard 
others, have ſpoken to the ſame purpoſe ) ; together with 
what is, or ſuppoſed may be ſaid in Anſwer thereto. And 
from this Chriſtian Encouragement and Invitation from your 
ſ-If, have preſumed, though a Stranger to you, to preſent ic 
to you, with a diſpoſition ( as you adviſe) meekly to hearken 
to, and receive Inſtruction or ConviCtion from your ſelf, or 
any of the Learned, truſting you ſhall find that no evil affeCti- 
on, love of a party, or Carnal Intereſt, ſhall Influence or By- 
aſs my Judgment, or tnat I ſhall think it any thame to change 
my mind, when better Reaſon is offered for my Con- 
viction. 

Reſting conhdent in your Candor and Inzenuity, that what 
you have {aid herein t6 draw forth the ſcruples of any Diſ- 
ſenter, 1s not to lay a Bait thereby to catch him in any ſnare, 
or to take any legal advantagze,upon him for his dillatisfacti- 
on to the Religion by Law eſtablithed, (which is Hedged with 
ſo many legal Penalties: ) But out of a Noble Chriſtian Prin- 
ciple, that you may have an opportunity to diſcover, with 
how much meekneſs of Wiſdom, and demonſtration of Truth 

You can treat, convince, and fatisfie a Gainlayer, having ſo 
fenerovſly declared, that you do not deſire men ſhould become 
your Profelyres, further then you give them good Reaſon and Scrip= 
tire for it ;, Club-law being none of the Arguments you Trear 
a ſcrupulous or tender Conſcience with. 


7 he Arguments and Objeftions are theſe that follow. 


The firſt Objefti0n we ſhall mention as brought againſt the GL;eff4or 1. 


Nonconformity and Separation of the Diſlenters from the 


Church of £Zzgland is this-----That they have no Reaſon or B<caule what 
Canſe upon a Conſcientious Account 1o to do, beeauſe the _y m—_—_ 
principal things they take offence at are not forbidden in the wered po rhe 
Scriptures; and till they can produce a Scripture to the Ne- Scriptures. 
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eative, as a Negative Article of Faith, that ſays we are not 
to do fo, or ſo,” Knee! at the Communion, Cro/s in Bapriſm, 
keep Holy-days, uſe Liturgies, Letames, &C. they can have no 
cauſe of juſt ſcruple. 
Scrupuious And thus, Sir, you are pleaſed to Argue, viz. © That there 
COOncE, & can be no Tranſgreſlion, but by either omitting what the 
Oe 2 & Law Commands, or doing what the Law forbids : For In- 
& ſtance; If a man can ſhew where Kneeling at the Sacra- 
*« ment is forbidden in Scripture, where litting is required, 
& where praying by a Form is forbid, and extemporary 
© prayers are enjoyned, then indecd the Diſpnte would ſoon 
« beat ancnd; But if neither the one nor the other can be 
&« found, as moſt certainly they cannot, then Kneeling at 
<< the Sacrament, and Reading, prayers out of a Book, muſt 
* be reckon'd amongſt things lawfull, and then there is no 
<« need of ſcrupling them, becauſe they may be done with- 
&* out ſin; nay where they arc required by our Superiors, it 
& is our Duty to ſubmit to them, becauſe it is our duty to 
obey them in all lawful things. This way of Arguing 
( you ſay) is very plain and convincing. 
Dr.Stilingfleet. And to the ſame purpoſe we have Dr. S:illing fleet in his late 
in his Antwer Anſwers to ſeveral of the Diſſenters, athrming, that hoſe are 
—_— Me _ Schiſmaticks that Deny ſub;r;ijin to the Government of the Church 
ao. 'as IP - of England; ard he tells 31s tr plam terms, afſuredly, that the 
Y Reaſons of this Derixl do noi (fanifie a Button ;, thoſe ( faith he) 
tho ſeparate from the Church of England make thes their funda- 
mental prizciple as to Worſnip ( wixran the difference lyes ) that 
nothino is lawfull in the Worſhip of God, but what he hath cx- 
preſly commanded ;, We ſay all ilings are lawfull which are not 
forbidden, ard UPON THIS SINGLE POINT 
ftands the whole Controverſie of Separation as to the Conſtitution 
of our Church. 
Here's the ObjeCtion in words at length, and which you 
w1ll find to be no other then what the Papiits make to the 
Church of Er-9/4:4 npon the fame occaſion, which I ſhall 
tranſcribe in their own words, and the Anſwers of your own 
Party to it, which I hope will be eſteemed a fair and fatis- 
factory way of Reply. 
In hisdifconrſe . Dr. S::llizzg fleet giving us an account of his Popiſh Adverſa- 
—- ns. ph ries Plea, and how he Returned the Negative Articles to be 
proved by him, makes to him this Anlyer. 
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« But the ſtrangeſt Effort of all the reſt, is what he hath 
& reſerved to the laſt place, viz. That the Charge of Idolatry 
againſt ther muſt be vain and groundleſs, becarſe If I be preſſed 
Cloſe, I ſhall Deny any one of theſe Negative Points to be divine 
[riths, viz. That tononr 1s not to be given to the Images of Chriſt 
end his Saints ;, that what appeats to be Bread in the Euchariſt, 
#5 not the Body of Chriſt ;, that it #5 not lawfull to Invocate Saints 
to pray for 15----{ Theſe are the Je/wites viords, requiring the 
Doftor to prove thoſe Negatives, upon which lingle Point 
he puts the ſtreſs of his Argument. ] Then follows his An- 
ſwer , which I pray you to mind well, becauſe it is the An- 
{wer you mult take to the like Queſtion from us, wiz. 

<* But the Anſwer to this is ſo calte, that it will not require 
& much time to diſpatch it. For l do aſler: it to be an Article 
& of my faith that God alone is to be werihipped with D:- 
« yine and Religious Worthip : And he that cannot hence 
< infer, that no Created Being is to be worſhipped, hath the 
© name of Reaſonable Creature given him to no purpoſe. 
© What need we make Negative Articles of Faith, where 
« the Affirmative do neceſlarily Imply them ? 1f 1 believe 


© that the Scripture is my only Rule of Faith, as I moſt firm- 


« lydo; Will any man that conliders what he faith, require 
* me to make Negative Articles of Faith, that the Pope 1s 
not, 1radition 1s not, Councils are not, a private Spirit 
« 15 not ? for all theſe things are necellarily Imply'd therein. 
And fo for all particular DoCcrines reje&ted by us upon this 
principle, we do not make them Negative points of Faith, 
bat we therefore refuſe the Belief of them, becauſe nor 
* contained IN OUR ONLY RULE OF FAITH: 
On this account we reject the Pope's Supremacy, Tt ranſub- 
<« ſtantiation, Infallibility of the preſent Church in Deliver- 
* ing Points of Faith, Purgatory, and other Fopperics 1m- 
pos'd upon the Belief of Chriſtians ; So that the ſhort Re- 
loiution of our Faith is this, That we ought to believe 
IVothing as an Article of Faith, but what God hath Re- 
* vealed, and the compleat Revelation of God's will to us is 
* contained in the BIBLE, ©c. 


cc 


And what could have been ſpoken with faller Evidence and AaGrer to the 
zreater Demonſtration of Truth : Therefore as joyning itſte- Objection. 


with the DoQtor, that upon i; ſinele poinr ſtands the whole 
Controyerhe of Separation as to the Conſtitution of their 
Churches, 
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Churches , viz. That nothing is lawfull in the Worſhip of 
God, but what he hath expreſly commanded, ( as fay the 
Liſſenters ) and not all things lawfull which are not forbid- 
den, as ſay the Advocates for the Church of England, let his 
own words dccide the matter, and for ever determine the Caſe. 
For what necd the Dillenters ( as the DoCtor affirms on their 
behalf) make Negative Articles of Faith, where the Affir- 
mative does neceſlarily imply them ; If they do believe with 
the Doctor, that the Scripture 1s their ONLY Rule of 
Faith, as they moſt firmly declare to do, will any man that 
conliders what he faith, require them to make Negative 
Articles of their Faith, that "_— Councils, Private 
Spirits, 1 raditions, are not, and fo for all particular Doc- 
trines rejected by them upon this principle : They do not 
with the DoCtor, make them Negative points of faith , but 
they therefore ( with him) refuſe the Belief of them, 
BECAUSE NOT CONTAINED IN OUR ONLY RULE 
OF FAITH. Cn this account they do ( with the DoCtor ) 
Reject the Pope's Supremacy, 1 ranſubſtantiation, Infallibi- 
lity of the Church of Rome in Delivering points of Faith, 
iz., Purgatory, and other Fopperies, ( as Salt, Oyl, Spitttle, 
Exorciſms, Conjurations, baptizing of Bells, &c.) And upon 
the ſame account do they Reject what the Proteſtants have 
received either from Pagans or Papilts, as to National, Pro- 
vincial, Dioceſan and Parcchial Churches, Becauſe not Con- 
tained in our ONLY RULE of Faith. As alſo of the Go- 
vernment of the Church of Chriſt by a Human Catholick, 
Head and | ord Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacons, 
Parſons, Vicars, Curates, Chancellors, Officials, ©&c. Becauſe 
Not Contained in our ONi,Y RULE of Faith. In like manner 
dothe Di!lenters alloReject the Conſecrating ofChurcies,Cha- 
pels, Cathedrals, Priefts Garments, Altars, Liturgies, Singing 
Service, Letanies, Bowings, Crollings, Cringings, Holy-days, 
Faſts, caſts, Vigils, becauſe nor one word of any of them 15 
cortaincd 11 our only Rule of Faith ; $9 that the ſhort Reſo- 
in1:51 of the Diilenters and the Doctor's Faith in this great 
1 0int 15 £8154, that they ought wo believe nothing as an Article 
ot Falth, >4vhat God hath Revealed, and that the Compleat 

Revelation of Gods Will to us, is Contained in the BIBLE. 
Therefore Chriſt having in the Affirmative compleatly Re- 
vealed to us his mind and will in the Bible, both as to the 
Doctrine 


IJ_ HHS Gan v 
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Docrine and Diſcipline of his Church, we need not go to 
Pope, Councel, Tradition, or any other for Additions to ei- 
ther, nor trouble our ſelves to make Negative Articles of 
faith and practice, which would be as Ridiculous as end- 
leſs. | 

And this we hope the DoCtor and all his party will take for 
Good jay, and that you your ſelf, Sir, amoneſt the reſt, will 
joyn 1itſue, and acknowledge that th:s way of Arguing is very 
plain and convincing. | 

Eat this being ſo well performed by the Doftor, what ſhall 
we ſay that fo wiſe, ſo learned, and fo great a man as Dr. $:1/- 
ling fleet ſhould forget himſelf fo far, as to make heac: and rv1 
connter againſt his own Argument, and to that egree, 2s to 
pawn the whole Controverlie upon that {ingle point which he 
had fo i»fallibly and indiſputably refolved, which indeed is 
very ſtrange and wordertn] ; but yet upon ſerious thoughts 
we hall find it 1s but a fulfilling of that word of the Lord, 


———_— AA. 2... 4 


Viz. I will do a miarvellos rOrR 4110772 Is this / eo/ fe, even 4 Mars T2514, fc 


vellous work and a wonder [but what 15 that ] Why the wiſdom of 
their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the underit anding of their prudent 
cn ſhall be hid [but when ſhall that be ? ] viz. when they reach 
for Dottrines the Commands | or the fear or 1 orſhip of God for the 
Precepts of men. | Our very caſe, and whereof we have fre- 
quent and continual experience. For with what evidence 
and demonſtration of Truth, will the Papiits argue againut, 
and cenſure the Heathen for their Idolatries, and yet at the 
ſame time be guilty of the ſame thing themſelves, and expole 
themſelves to the Cenſure of the Heathen on the one lide, and 
the Proteſtants on the other. 

How wiſely, how ſpiritually will Proteſtants diſpute with, 
handle and judge the Papiſts, for leaving the Word of God for 
Fables, [ for their Will-worſhip, Falſe-worthip, Idolairy, &c.] 
2nd yet at the fame time be gnilty of W :I-worthip themſeives, 
expoling themſelves to the CenfſoTre both of pitt and Non- 
conformilt 5 Of which we might give you divers Inltances 
both of the one, and of the other and witcreof take one 
or two. 


'This very Jefuite, who Diſputes with the Do/tor, falls our Dr.S177, THola- 
In a.moit feycre Cenfure of the Pagans for their wot damnable fry 0! ome » 


Diabolical Idoia ry in Wor'hippes their Interior Deities, as Þ* <*: 


TO 


Frm, Mins, Dh, Vuleat, and t92 line Rabble of Ueviis, 
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( as he calls them) who were their Demons, Hero's, or Inter» 
ceſlors, to their Superior Deity Jupiter, not being aware, 
( which alſo the Doctor Improves againſt him ) that they 
were guilty of the ſame Crime themlelves in ſecting np their 
ce 9. 4,5- and Inferior Deities, the Virgin ary, St. Perer, St. Fa:!, and 
{+ 159, 19% 4 hundred more as Mediators and Interceſlors to the Supreme, 
and to whom, as the Doctor obſerves, they pay divine ho- 
nour and worſbip, bowing, and kneeling betore them, and 
their Images alſo; which he proves againſt them to be no leſs 
Diabolical Idolatry. 

P. 17 The Jeluite being quick-{ighted , Returns ſmartly upon the 
Pottor ; that whilſt he judges their bowing and kneeling be- 
fore their Images to be Idolarry, how can he jultife their how- 
ing and kneeiing before the Conſecrated Elements, Bowing at 
[the Altar, Eaſt, Name of Je/z, Putting oft their Hats, &c. 
which the Jeſuite on the one hand, and the Uifſenter on the 
other hand Improve againſt him. 

PcimitiveRvle And fo winllt Dr. Prce {everely Cenſures the Papiſts for 
of Reformati- yarying from the Primitive Pattern in their ſuperſtitions and 
0% 7:11:12 2hominations, becauſe it was not ſo from the beginning, Sc-- 
gent the ]cſuite returns his own Argument ſmartly upon him 
or doing the ſame thing, in many particulars, and which tlc 
Dillenter alſo doth for the fame, viz. for varying in ſo mar y 
things from the Primitive Pattern, whilſt he judges others 

for the ſame. 

To which we might add divers Inſtances both as to Papiſts 
2nd Proteſtants, eſpecially in thole three Points, /dolarry, 
Tniro/iition, and Perſe Hon. 

So that as it hath been generally obſerved,the Papiſts Argu- 
ments againſt the Heathen, the Proteſtants Arguments againſt 
the Pajilts, are moſt ſubſtantia! Arguments againſt themſelves, 

1 02.2. 1,2,3. When their practice givestheir principlethe lye,and forendring 
themſelves altogether incxcuſable, as faith the Text ; Tbere- 
fore thor art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou art that judgeſt ; 
for wherein thou ji:deeſt another, thou condemueſt thy ſelf ; for thou 
that jrdgeſt doeſt the ſame things. But be ſure that the Judgment 
cf Cod taco ding 10 171th, againſt them which commit ſuch things. 
Ard thinkeſt thou this, O mai, that judgeſt them which do ſuch 
things, aud deft the ſane, that thou ſhalt eſcape the Fud, ment of 
Coa ? &L. 


Another 
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Another Obje&ion that is brought againſt the Diſſenters, Obje#1or. 2* 
is, Becauſe they ſeparate from the Church of England for Becauſe they 
meer niceties, for little things, which in their own nature F< indifferent 


are Indifterent. 


To that purpoſe you are pleas'd to expreſs your ſelf, wiz. 5crupalous 
A ſernpulozzs Conſcience is converſant about things in their onn Conlcience, 


natire Indiſſerent ;, and it conſiſt s 

Either in ſtriftly tying up owr ſelves to ſome things which God 
hath no where Commanacd ;, as the Phariſees made great Conſci- 
ence of Waſhing before they did eat, and abundance of other un- 
neceſſary Ries and Uſages they had of mens oxn inventing and de- 
wiſms, which they as Religionuſly, nay more Carefully ooſcrved than 
the 1:diſputable C —_— of God himfelf : 

Or in a Conſcientious abſtaining from ſome things which are dr 
forbid, nor any ways unlawfull. Touch uot, taſie not, handle 7:0t , 
doubting and fearing where no fear us, thinking that they ſhould as 
zuch offend God by eating ſome kind of Meats, wearing fone 
Garmuts, as they ſhould do, were they guilty of. Murder and 
Aadidtery. Which ts the caſe of many amongſt us, win by ſuch 
fſerupuloſity avout little matters, ſeem more preciſe aud aiſtcre, 
ihzn other good and honeſt Chriſtians arc, or rhemſclves need or 
0:1ght io be. 


And a little further you add------ A {crupilozs Conſcience 7,6. ibid 


rlcrefore ſtarts and boggles, where there 1s #0 real evil or miſ- 
cef ; is afraid of onatting or doing what may be omitted or done 
without Sin. Which T know not how better to 1lluſtrate, than by 
thoſe unaccourtable Antipathys or prejudices that ſore men have 
againſt ſome fort of Meats, or living Creatures, wiich have not 
the leaſt harm or hurt in them, yet are ſo offeaſiuc and dreadful to 
ſuh perſons, that they fly from them as they wonid from a Tygcr or 
Bear, and avoid them as they would do the Plague or Foyjor. Tuſt 
this do foie men run out of the Church at the ſight of a Surplice, 
4s if they had been ſcar'd by the Apparition of a Ghyſt. 


A late piece, called A Reſolution of Conſcience, &C. (fuPPO- reGglution of 
1. That the Go- Conſcience. + 
2. The Litrrey or Set-forms Page. 33+ 


ſed to be Dr. AMores ) affirms thus much : 
rernment of our Church by Biſhops. 


of Prayer, Adminiſtration of Sacraments. 3. Certain Rites of 


the Chirch, particularly the Surplice, the Croſs in Baptiſm, the 
Geſture of Kneeling at the Communion, the Ring in Marriage, 
the Obſervation of the Churches Holy-days. All which (faith he) 

E I take 
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1 tale for granted are Tnaifferent in their own Nature, that there is 
othing of Viciouſnef 07 Immoraliry in any of them to make them 
unlawfill. I lnow #0 body (ſaith he) ſo unreaſonable as n9t to 
Grant this. 

Mr Will. Al.ns Mr 0 liam Allen (the Conformilſt ) in his late piece called 

Catholiciſm , Catho!iciſa, faith to the ſame purpoſe, That the Ceremonies of 

f. 210» the Church of England are ot Jnjoyned as things of Divine Ap- 
pointment but only as of an Indifferent Nature, and therefore there 
#5 0 reaſon to ſcruple them, Ard again faith, Thar the Cerc- 
monies and Service of the Church, or uſe of things in or about 
Gods Worſhip, which are not of the Eſſence of it, nor us'd under 
the Notion of being Commanded by God, but profeſſedly uſed as 
things Indifferent 1 their onn Nature, and only as mattcrs of 
h;maue prudence, cannot juſtly be charged to be falſe Wore 

"tp. 

Proteſ.cn: Re 4 The Author of the Proteſtant Reconc;ler tells us, That it is 

conciler,1 part, acknowledred by the Church of England, that the Ceremonies uſed 

Pa 35» in and by that Church Impoſed on her Members, are in their own 
Nature things Indifferent, this ;, ( faith he) Un the Preface to , 
the Book.of Common Prayer it 1s determined, that the particular 
forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and Ceremonies to be uſed 
therein, are in their own Nature things Indifferent. Dr. Stilling= 
fleet, and many more, ſpeak the ſame thing. 

"y;:. Roconce SO that by Jndiferent, they would have us to underſtand 

Preface; p-4+ things of a Middle Nature, that are neither good or bad of 
themſelves, otherwiſe then as Injoyned for Order or Prudence 
by Superiors, and alterable at pleaſure ; therefore King 
James oppoſeth them to Ieceſſary things, which are enjoy7ned 

1tit. yart 3. Dy Politive Scripture ; and lo the Proteſtant Reconciler Deſines 
them, telling us thus : The Ceremonies which are Impoſcd by 
our Chirch, as they have nothing ſinful in their Nature, for which 
Inferiors ſhould Refuſe ſubmiſſion to them, ſo have they nothing of 
real goodne fs, "nothing of poſitive Order, Decency or Reverence for 
which they onght to be Commanded. 

Anſxcr totte - This weare told in words and pretence, the better to gild 

Objcaion, the Pill, to make it go down the glibber ; but if you look 
more narrowly into the matter, you will find, that you your 
ſelves, as well as the Diſſenters, have juſtly another ſenſe of 
them, and that the Church of England does both uſe and Im- 


pole them as neceſlary things, (whateyer they import in their 
own nature) 
Firſt, 
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For Firſt, are they not things Conſecrated and Dedicated 
to holy uſes, in the worſhip and ſervice of God, which makes 
them ceaſe to be Indifferent ? Hooker ſaith, Feſtival-days are Ether Fccl. 
Clozthed with outward Robes of Holizef, and that places and 191 5+P-75» 
tines of Divine Worſhip are ſo 100, and the Croſs a holy Sign, © os 
Dr. Burges ſaith, Ceremones may be called the Werſhip of God, Dr. Burges- 
the Profeſſors of Leyden call only ſuch things, perſons, ties and 
places holy, as are Cenſecrated and Dedicated to God , but [9 4: 
their Efteem and ours alſo is their Dioceſan Epifcopacy and Prieſt - 


hood, their Churches, Liturgies, Kneeling, Bowing, Croſſing, Fe- 


ſtivals, Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and Excommunications, &C. 
Secondly, They are not Indifferent, but necellary thinss 
( in your eſteem) as appears by the Declaration of the Com- 
miſſioners at the Savoy upon the King's firſt coming, over- 
ruling the Arguments of their Diſſenting Brethren pleading ,,,, .,.,.. 
for Reformation and Tenderneſs, which ſays, ThÞt rhe Apo \ part, p. 254 
fſtle hath Commanaed that all things be done Decently ;, and that \. x. : 
there may be Conformity, let there be TaZis a Rule and Canon for 
that purpoſe ; and thence they inferr d, that though Charity wil! 
2n0ve to pity, and relieve hel that are truly perplex d and [crip:!- 
los, that we muſt not break Gods Commanas in charity to then:, 
and therefore we muſt not perform publick ſervices mdecently and 
diſorderly for the ſake of tender Conſciences. And all this ſaid 
to juſtifie the Refuſal, to abate the Impoſition of Ceremonies, 
cſpecially thoſe three then contended about, Surplice, Sing 
of the Croſs, and Kneeling. 
So that here they are made neceſſary, and a Command of 
God urg'd to inforce them , viz. That things be done dc- 
cently and in order, (though by the way ) no other Com- 
mand then Bellarmine urges to Eſtabliſh the whole Popiſh Ser- 3-11. de e-. 
vice and Ceremonies of the Church of Rome, viz. by this feet. Sacram. 
Precept of the Apoſtle. ls 24 Caps ZI 
And thirdly, Do not they as neceſlary things Impoſe, and 
inforce them with all ſeverity imaginable, by Excommunica- 
tions of Diſienters, thereby knocking the Fly on the Neigi- 
bours head with a Hatchet, to the knocking out his Brains, 
as faith Dr. Taylor, deſtroying themin their Liberties,Eſtates, 
yea Lives alſo, which ſurely muſt not be tor trifles, but ne- 
cellary things. 


B 2 Yet 
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I'rot. Recoice Yer fo hardy and bold to do all this (as the Proteſtant Ke. 


t part, P*359 corciter worthily obſerves to them } to the Reproaching, the 
5b wiſdom and faithfalneſs of Chriſt, and the Primitive Chur- 
ches, for want of ſuch decency and order (for they had no 
ſich) the Wiſdom of the Church of Enzland, who have de- 
Clarcd that their Rites and Ceremomiecs are in their own Na- 
ture things Indifferent, and may be alter'd and changed ; as 
alſo that they had their Beginning from the Inſtitution of 
Man. The Wiſdom of King 7ame:, and King Charles, who 
tave both of them declared them to be eſteemed unnecellary, 
as being but. indifferent things, & not Commanded by God, 
and therefore alterable at pleaſure. Burt eſpecially ( faith 
orr Author ) hereby become guilty of adding to the word 
of God, of Will-worſhip, of teaching for Doctrines the 
Commandments of men, of Impoling theſe things as neceſſary 
parts of Worſhip, and ſo of worſhipping God in vain, as 
( faith he) will appear by what the beſt Aſſertars of the 
Doctrine of the Church of England have declared in this 
4; Favizyr, Caſe, quoting Mr. Fawkzer's Atlertion, in ſaying hereupon, 
112, Eccl-359+ Ie add unto the Word of God, when we teach any thing to be com- 
manded or forbidden by the Law of God, which 1ndeed is not there 
Biſhop $.der- £02/9m4nded or forbidderr, And Biſhop Sanderſon, That then men 
fon Serm. 01 teach for Dottrines twe Commandments of men, when they teach 
Varth, 15+» any thing t0 be abſo! tely unlawfull, which God hath rot forbiddes 
Pe 3+ G1.» gn bis Word ;, aud if any man V;all wear a Surplice, or Keel, or 
Croſs with an opinion of neceiſuy and for Conſcience-ſake towards 
God, as though God's ſervice cold not be rightly performed with- 
ont them ;, yea, although the Chirch had not per fornied them, d1:tbt= 
lefs the ©ſe of theſe Ceremonies, by reaſon of ſuch his opinion, lhould 
be ſuperſtition to hin. 
Friendly D'= And Dr. Patrick in the Friendly Debate------ Then (fay they) 
bate, Pe 1145. Will-xorſlip & ericted, whin any thing ts to be enjoyned 19 be done, 
or not doe, as if it were the Will aud Command of God he ſhould 
be ſo ſerved, when it is a mieer Conſtitution of the Ill of man. 
Tien do we mals Cerenionies to be parts of Divine Weorſhir, when 


we ſuppoſe them to be [0 neceſſary, that the doing of thum world be 


a thing pleaſing to God, and the omitting of them the contrary, al- 
rhor.gh there were no humane Law which required the dying of them. 
And ſecondly, when we ſuppoſe them unalterable and obligatory to 


the Conſciences of all C hriſtians, for this ſuppoſes an equal neceſſity 


whh that of Divine 1nſtientior;. 
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C Ail which ſo fully ſpeaks the Senſe of the Diſſenters, that 
4 there needs no better Anſwer to: be given, than what tacy 
0 themſelves have put into their Months. Bur, ſaith Mr. 4!- 
e- Ur, in Contradictionto his Brethren, T hat things that ire ror 


1 » uſed x5 Commanded by God (taking for granted they had not fo Catholic; », 
as urgd them) aud only as Matters of humane prudence cannot Þ* 259: 


of (he faith) be charged ro be Will-rorſhip. But for his better 
10 information, we would refer him to the Proteft.int Reconciler, 
y, andthe many Authorities urged by their own Pens to clear 
1, the ſame, with this Addition as to Jeroho2r's Caſe, who va- 
th ried bur in four particulars as to the Service and Ceremonies 
rd of Worſhip, viz. the place of Worſhip, (Dan and Bethel, 
he inſtead of Jerſalem,) 2. the Signs of Divine Preſence, (Gol- 
ry den Calves inſtead of the Cherubims, ) 3. the time of the 
as Feaſt (15. ofite 8 Month, inſtead of the 7. ) 4. Perſons ad- 
he - miniſtring, ( making of Prieſts.) All which, one might 
his think, were but Circumſtantials about Worthip, ard Impos'd 
5n, ot under the notion of being Commanded by God, but only 
11. ( as Mr. Allen obſerves of our Ceremonies ) as Matters of : 
ere humane prudence; and for which Feroboam had much to ſay 
ne 10 the Diſſenters in that day, who oppoſed and ſeparated 
ach from him for the ſame ( 2 Chroz. 11. 16. with 13. and 14. | 
dc as Mr. Ainſworth in his Plea for Ferobpam moſt notably ob- _ againſt 
or ſerves, who kept in the mean time to the Articles of Faith, —_—_ Baths 
ds and fundamental Ordinances of Religion, and worſhipping 
1. With Reverence the God of his Fathers, making Alterations 
hz. in things meerly Ceremonial, whereof no expreſs Law for- 
11114 Þidding , and being variable, as time, place and perſon gave 
OCcalion. 

cy) But however, Jerov0am might mince the matter, and make F-r0b0anr's 
2e, light of it, as others do in like circumſtances ; yet God, be- Rites and Ser- 
3:14 Ing a jealous God, would not admit of ſach Innovation, and Vi<c5, ant ours 
101, Varying from his pure Worthip, but Reproves theſe for de. ©! on 
-hen Tpcrate Idolatry, and Reputes it no other than the Worſhip- 
4 be Ping of Devils, 2 Chron. 11.15. His Supremacy in the King- 

41. dom not being able to bear him out in altering the Ordinan- 
hem, Ces of the Service of God ; and fo doing things out of his 

79 own heart, 1 Kg. 12. 33. it became his Sin, and made //- 
ſſiry 74cl tO lin, thereby doing evil above all that went bcfore 


tum, having made other Gods and Molten Images, to pro- 
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voke the Lord to Anger, 1 Kizgs 14. 9. Caſting him behind 
his back: Therefore the Lord threatens in the next Verſes, 
in theſe words ; Behold I will bring evil upo;: the hoaſe of Fero- 
boam, and will cut off Feroboam, him that piſſeth azainft the !IUall, 
ard him that is ſbut up and left in Iſrael, and will rake away the 
Renmnant of the oh of Feroboam, as a man taketh away D:mg, 
till it be all gone. Him that Dyeth of Jeroboam in the City, ſhall 
the Dogs eat ;, and him that Dyeth in the Fields, ſhall the Fowls of 
the Air eat, for the Lord hath ſpoken it. And which all came 
to paſs accordingly. 

Which pregnant Inſtance the Judicious will, I doubt not, 
apply, and conſider that theſe prudent and indifferent Cir- 
cumſtantials about Religious Worſhip ( as they are pleaſed 
to term them ) however minced and extenuated, may be of 
the ſame Narzre with Jeroboam's Idolatry, With this aggra- 
vation, that Jeroboam varied but in four, and theſe in above 
40 particulars, wherein they have preſumed to ſwerve from 
the Pattern, and add to God's Word and Worſhip. 


Objection 3: Another ObjeCtion 15 this, and none of the leaſt, viz. That 
Theſs Rites Difſenters have no caule to ſeparate from the Church of Eg- 
are of Primi- [and for Symbolizing with Romiſh Rites and Ceremonies, be: 
tive Antiquity, cauſe they only retain and practice ſich Rites and Ceremo- 
_ -— Popilt nies which were praCtiſed by Antiquity, before Popery took 
TE" place in the World. 
To this purpoli2 you are pleaſed to ſay in your Scruprlow 
3% Conſcience------ Now our firſt Reformers here in England aid not 
g0 abont to invent a new ſpecies of Government, to deviſe new Rite 
and Ceremonies, and a new form of Worſhip, ſuch as ſhould ve leaf 
excepted againſt, and then obtrude it upon this Nation, as was don. 1 
at Geneva, and ſome other places ;, but they wiſely conſidered, 1 | 
they did but rejett what the Rojnaniſts bad added to the Faith an. | 
Worſhip of Chriſtians, lay aſide their Novel Inventions, V/1.rpa 
tions, and unwritten Traditions, there would remain the pint 
ſimple, Primitive Chriſtiamty, ſuch as it was before the Koma 
Church was thus degenerated ;, nor have we any thing of Pope!, x 
left aniong us, but what the Papifts had left among ſt them of Pri 
mitive Relinion and IVorſhip. 16 
Reſol. of that Thus ſaith the Reſolution of the Caſe of Conſcience 1; 
Caſe of Conlc. That the Rites of the Church of England, are exceeding fen t| 
- and thoſe plain arid eaſie, grave and manly, founded on the prac t 
i 


T, 
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tice of the Church long before Popery appeared upon the Stage of the 
World. And again, 

As to our Churches preſcribing a Liturgy of Set forms of Prayer, 
and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and otter puvlick Offices, 1t ts 
eaſie to ſbew, that Symbolizing with the Church of Rome herein, 
is ſo far frombeing culpable,and much more from being a juſt ground 
of Separation from our Chuch, that it us highly commendable ;, for 


 & bicretn our Church no leſs ſymbolizeth with the Primitive Church, 


than with that of Rome, as ſhe is now Confſtituted. 

And Dr. Saravia, who faith thus : Sat eſt modeſt is & 
Chriſtianis ſatisfacere, qui ita recefſerunt a Super ſtitionibus 
Idolatria Romane Eccleſie, ut probatos av Orthodoxis Patribus 
mores non rejiciant ; That it may be a ſufficient ſatisfattion to mo 
deſt aud pious Chriſtians, that there is ſuch a departnre from the 
Superſtitions and Idolatry of the Chrrch of Rome, as not to re- 
jett the arproved Cuſtomes of the Orthodox Fathers. 


iis N. F rairi 3 
& ainico, Reſp» 
ad Art. 12. 


Theſe our Rites and Ceremonies ( ſaith Dr. Stillinsfleet ) are Hiſt. Account, 
ret3ed and hept out of due Reverence to Antiquity. And again, f+ 16+ 
Theſe Cerenioutes were retained or Impos d to manifeſt the Fuſtice P. 14. 
and Equity of the Reformation, by letting their Enemies ſee they 
* did not break, Communion with them for meer Indifferent things, or 
* that they left the Church of Rome no further, than they left the 
emo-' Aacient Church. 
tool The Door further aſſures us, That as to Diſcipline, re. 
ſpeting the Government of the Church by Biſhops, 1s to be made 
puloui go9d by a Univerſal Tradition, univerſally received ſince the Apo= 
id mi, Hes times, as the Apoſtolical Government , viz. Dioceſan Bi- 
» Rite: ſhops. 
e leaf” As ro the Government of our Churches by Biſhops ( faith the Reſol. of the 
ts don. Reſolver ), this is ſo far from being an rulawfull Symbolizing with Cale, p.3$+ 
ea, 1 the Church of Rome, that we have moſt clear evidence of its bee 
\; all ing a ſymbolizing with her 1n an Apoſtolical Inſtitution. 
[1.7 pd 
? pt Thus have you the ObjeCtion in words at length , to Anſwer tothe 
Koma which, in cach part, the Diſſenters do ſay, or may be ſup. third Objetti- 
Pop*!, poſed to ſay, as followeth. _ 
of I. Inthe firit place, If it be taken for granted that the Pat- 
tern is fetch'd from thoſe times, and not from the Popiſh 
cIeNCe: times, viz. Kore in its Apoſtacy, we would inquire theſe two 
ng f things : 1. By what Rule or Reaſon they ſhould be a pattern 
he pe to us, ſo as to haye their Rites and Services Impos'd ws 
or 
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voke the Lord to Anger, 1 Kiz9s 14. 9. Caſting him behind 
fits back: T herefore the Lord threatens in the next Verſes, 
in theſe words ; Behold 1 will bring evil pot the hoafe of Fero- 
boam, and will eut-off Jeroboam, him that piſeth againſt the |/all 
PR FOG; _ .* <Swe Ila. aud will take away thu 
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Worſhip of Chriſtians, lay aſide ther 1Nover inooumns, < (Ee 
r10ns, and unwritten Traditions, there would remain the punt 
ſimple, Primitive Chriſtianity, ſuch as it was before the Kom 
Church was this degenerated ; nor have we any thing of Pope! 
left aniong 1, but what the Papifts bad left amongſt them of Pr 
emtrve Religion and Worſhip. [i 
Reſol. of that Thus faith the Reſolution of the Caſe of Conſcience x; 
Caſe of Conſe, That the Rites of the Church of England, are exceeding fer} 
Pe 3o and thoſe plain and eaſie, grave and manly, founded on the pract 
ti 
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nd ire of the Church long before Popery appeared upon tne Stage of the 


I'S World. And again, 


r0-y As to our Churches preſcribing a Liturgy of Set forms of Prayer, 
al, and Adminiſtration of Sacranients, and oner publick Offices, 1t ts 
me” ,,fe to lhew. that Symbolizing with the Churcb of Rome herein, 
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voke the Lord to Anger, 1 Kizgs 14. 9. Caſting him behind 
his back : Therefore the Lord threatens in the next Verſzs, 
in theſe words ; Behold 1 will bring evil upo: the hoaſe of Fero- 
boam, and will cut off Feroboam, hum that piſſeth azainſt the 1 all, 
ard him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, and wiil rake away the 
Renmant of the houſe of Feroboam, as a man taketh away D:me, 
till it be all gone. Him that Dyeth of Jeroboam in the City, ſhal 
the Dogs eat z, and him that Dyeth 1i: the Fields, ſhall the Fowls f 
the Air eat, for the Lord hath ſpoken it. And which all came 
to paſs accordingly. 

Which pregnant Inſtance the Judicious will, I doubt not, 
apply, and conſider that theſe prudent and indifferent Cir- 
cumſtantials about Religious Worſhip ( as they are pleaſed 
to term them ) however minced and extenuated, may be ol 
the ſame Natire with Teroboam's Idolatry. With this aggra- 
vation, that Jeroboam varied but in four, and theſe in above 
40 particulars, wherein they have preſumed to ſwerve fron 
the Pattern, and add to God's Word and Worſhip. 


Objeftion 3: Another Objection 15 this, and none of the leaſt, viz. Tha | 
Theſe Rites Difſenters have no caule to ſeparate from the Church of Erg- 
are of Primi- [ad for Symbolizing with Romiſh Rites and Ceremonies, be | 
tive Antiquity, cauſe they only retain and practice ſuch Rites and Ceremo- 

_ -= Popul nies which were practiſed by Antiquity, before Popery tool 
vreny* placein the World. ; 
To this purpol2 you are pleaſed to ſay in your Scruprlou 

Te 3% Conſcience-=-<=- Now our firſt Reformers here in England did u 

g0 about to invent a new ſpecies of Government, to deviſe new Rite 

and Ceremonies, and a new form of Worſhip, ſuch as ſhould be lea 
excepted againſt, and then obrrude it upon this Nat io, as was don 
at Geneva, and ſome other places ;, but they wiſely conſidered, 1 x 
they did but reject what the Rojnaniſts had added 10 the Faith an j 

Worſhip of Chriſtians, lay aſide their Novel Inventions, Vfu.rpa 

tions, and unwritten Traditions, there would remain the pun 
ſimple, Primitive Chriſtiamty, ſuch as it was before the Kona \ 
Church was this degenerated 5, nor have we any thing of Pope! x 

left aniong us, but what the Papifts had left amongſt them of Pr 
mitive Religica and Worſhip. 1 
Reſol. of that Thus faith the Reſolution of the Caſe of Conſcience 1 
Caſe of Conſe, That the Kites of the Church of England, are exceeding fedt] 
hes and thoſe plain and eaſie, grave and manly, founded on the pe. te 


| (15) 
nd :;e of the Church long before Popery appeared upon the Stage of 11:4 
I'S World. And again, 
0 As to our Churches preſcribing a Liturgy of Set forms of Prayer, 
all, nd Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and over puvlick Offices, it ts 
' Phe eaſie to ſhew, that Symbolizing with the Church of Rome herein, 
"1 2: fo far frombeing culpable,and much more from being a juſt ground 
ſal of Separation from our Chuch, that it i highly commendable ; for 
ls. 4 borein our Church no leſs ſymbolizeth with the Prinative Church, 
am 1}. with that of Rome, a: ſhe is now Conſtituted. | 
And Dr. Saravia, who faith thus : Satzs eſt modeſiis & piis Ne, Frairi © 
nt Chriſtians ſatisfacere, qui ita receſſerunt a Superſtitionibus & ang. mo 
Ci- 14o/atria Romane Eccleſie, ut probatos ab Orthodoxis Patribus CIR 
aled ,,ore5 101 rejiciant That it may be a ſufficient ſatisfattion to mo< 
© 0l dcſt aud pious Chriſtians, that there is ſuch a departure from the 
bl Superſtitions and Idolatry of the Chrrch of Rome, as not to re- 
Doe ;c rhe arproved Cuſtomes of the Orthodox Fathers. 
fron Theſe our Rites and Ceremonies (faith Dr. Stillinsfleet ) are Hiſt. Account, 
returized and hept out of due Reverence to Antiquity. And again, f+ 16+ 
Theſe Cerenionies were retained or Impos'd to manifeſt the Fuſtice P. 14. 
Thi and Equity of the Reformation, by letting their Enemies ſee they 
ENS: did not break, Communion with them for meer Indifferent things, 07 
5, be that they left the Church of Rome no further, than they left the 
reM® Ancient Church. 
/ t00! The Door further aſſures us, That as to Diſcipline, re- . 
ſpcfting the Government of the Church by Biſhops, is to be made 
pulon good by a Univerſal Tradition, univerſally received ſince the Apo- 
” m,ſtles times, as the Apoſtolical Government , viz. Dioceſan Bi- 
p Af ſhops. 
ve lea” As to the Government of our Churches by Biſhops ( faith the Reſvl. of the 
45 dot Reſolver ), this is ſo far from being an vulawfull Symbolizing with Cale, p38» 
red, | the Church of Rome, that we have moſt clear evidence of its bc- 
o: all ing a ſymbolizing with her in an Apoſtolical Inſtitution. 
) ſu.rpi 
e pur: Thus have you the ObjeCtion in words at length , to Anſiver to the 
Komd which, in cach part, the Diſſenters do ſay, or may be ſyp- third Objetti- 
Pop#. poſed to ſay, as followeth. _ 
of P09 Inthe firſt place, If it be taken for granted that the Pat- 
tern is fetch'd from thoſe times, and not from the Popiſh 
Cen! times, viz. Rome in its Apoſtacy, we would inquire theſe two 
ng fthings : 1. By what Rule or Reaſon they ſhould be a pattern 
he pe. to us, ſoas to haye their Rites and Services Impos'd ls” 
or 
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for our Ritaal ? And (2) whether there were not great Er. 
rors and Superſtitions in thole times, as well as the ſuccced. 
ing Ages ! 
Th Ritzs of Firſt, Why ſhould our firſt Reformers any more Impoſe the 
thoſe Primi- Rites and Cuſtomes of thoſe times upon us, than an; other ? 
tive times not hy were we more obliged to accept of the Ecclelialtical 
to be impoledl 1 7s of Conſtantize , than his Civil, as Dr. Taylor well 
ON Us. urges ; 
DuT. Dub. l. That the Fathers met at Laodicca, at Antioch, at Nice, at 
Jo Co 4+ [te 3» Gangra 4 1CO9 or 1300 years ago, ſnould have any Azthor ity 
over 25 in England ſo many Ages after, is ſo wnfiuitely unreaſou- 
able, that none but the fearfull and unbelievcrs, the ſcrupulocs, 
nd theſe that are $293 15 qua cof a flwviſh Namre, and are 
bondage by their fear, and know not how to ſtaud in the liberty by 
mhich Chriſt hath made them free, will account themſelves in ſub- 
jeftion to them. If upon thw account the Rulers of the Church, 
Till Introdice ay piow, juſt, warrantable Canon, we are to obe, 
2 all thirgs where they have power to Command: But th 
CANONS ( faith he) or being in the OLD CODES of th 
Church, bird us 10 more than the LAWS OF CONSTAN:. 
T INE. 

No, they muſt go higher, or clſe it will not do. To th 
rſt Primitive Chriſtianity, and Religion in the firſt Primi 
tie times given us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. For Dr. $1 
tinsficet has well inftructed ns, 1t we believe the Scriptures ar 
the ONLY RULE of Faith ; then it follows, Councils an : 
Fathers, Traditions and Private ſpirits, are no more our Rui: 
than'the Pope himſelf ; and therefore, with the DoCcor, w ' 
refuſe the Belicf of all the Additions, Inventions, Tradition: 
becauſe not containcd in our only Rule of Faith, to the Lay 
and to the Teſtimony ; it they ſpeak not according to tha 
it 1s becauſe there 1s no light in them. 

Choſe Primi- But ſecondly, do we not find thoſe very times aboundir * 
tive times  yery much with Error and Superitition ? which is an Arg © 
bou'e { with ment we ſkouid not reccive them for our Pattern more th: 
eorrep9> others; whereof [ſhall give you ſome Inſtances from thei © 
Ae Core. 3; 0 hers 3 witereot ſhall give RNS Iuſteates from the) 
RS: 962. N91, or Errors mentioned by the Centuriſts VIR. Thar On f 
bo ”” gz aſſerted two Chriſts, Denicd his Godhead, the Head ( ” 
Orin-a Cor- the 4:1ans and Pulagians, holding, as Terome faith, very & 
FUpL, ſpero1ely about the ſpirit, and very corruptly ab -ut Angel © 
JIcviis, Creation, Providence, Original Sin, Church-Gover! e 
men ** 
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Er- Ment, ang inc Reſurrection, and Sacrilicing + or the Dead. 

eds ig. 1.3.19 70. Baptilin takes aw ay SIN, an xd tha at there muit 

'C 2 _— aft yy tac Reſnrrefion. They alto lay of C j- 

the That Cygrian aftrm'd the Church of Powe to be the C;prize Ce: 
cr ! Motber-Church: . that there ought to be one High 7 Tic It OVCT IuPte 

tical the Church ; and that the Principal Church is Petcr”s ; Chair, 


'V . = £8 


well {from whence the Unity of the Fr ICH agod ariicih and that 
UPOn Fercr the Church is foundcd : That be vias a violen! 


2, > Impugner of Priclts Marriages ; held, that, Sins are dor: 
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aſi T { CHIC very ACE CONiCITCL i tic $104 \ SF it 5 Tat 'Y 1] Y ti) Qik 
ow, x SOrctim are abſolutely neceilary ; and Liat there {mild be 4 
ire T C1 { lj if » {or the Dcad , Lt iough ome {tu} Th G T9] C LIICLC . | 
ty b t}1ogs were foiſted in b! ; the Fapalts. 
2 fub- SC. ££:j4,72 PTrays Tor TH% Dead, the Soul of his Motlicr 21g. Pe c2af<fe 1. 3. 
mrch, 4-7. C.J 
obey St. £170 tor the Soul of Theowuſirs; PF fs COe Atta 
t thi St. ie 0) 7 © the Soul of 1 Yai. Tite.7 5. 
of thi SL. L21.j: 147 ici, 1 NAYET'S GUG it 4. Ct kit all alike, trLo arc de- Exctir. C150. 
"AN. 7 Al itd ; ft YE/ GC [ £:2 $130 SACT ifices of the Al _ 07 a LU 148g HE 
61jerca for it thei The ar Laptized, ard ard aefr; ct, ſor the vorel 
4 K . « ad p I [4 " L I OY 7 RS OO, 
O the 7ay are 4 2ahsg10i 755 for the 294 WEry bad, they are : 1.05 Mite CET OMAN 
rim 71645 5, for 7te wer) Laid, Th. oigh 5-01 may tre and, JE: C97; Hort is "s | —_— 
» Sil. the li UID. : TOFL 
ear C Lryſotou: was for offering Prayers for the dead with Alms 1 Cor. 15. 
1s 2n( and Oblations. Bm. 4 
Ruk Auſtin a great friend to Reliques, aTrming great Miracles D: Civ. Di, 
r, v v:rought by them. 1.22 CS 
tion Jomca great defender of Io 108, and ACoration of them. Centr. 1izi. 
» Lay (2 nſtantiue 2 great adnurcr ct © NEU jULS. ED. 2. 
) tha uy iT. Alege lays, S Thar eh wart CC Dit LAHS CGH {Zi < Sem Wy Anatt. C{ 1:tecr 
#0107 01 BJG Keliqs es 1 7: tic; of the Centiles, their De- times upon 
indir 6 VIVO! J Th 3 the. wy to alli C FR vt. is b, {2 11 ne, tit1dl tht j Witte L 7 Uite Jo te 
Arg @#i9 of ciatiooriſts denderuine, and Ida Apoſe ary, 
'e thi Thi had S! 7, 101, Trac Inmici {i097 EXC (121, EC'01 y/an, Tie Mcre of t: © 
: tha Cor; 11's, 1114. . Hovey to the ; POM p bap ized, 9 {hes 'C the Exme;: if Corry! - = | 
it On 19 the Infat, for : the 4, 70 1 I'2 C (731797, Ds: "S4111 Water 13542 ol THAW THe5s 


ead ( +oks Seaciramental 1/7 tie, the [1 logt, ca CC. 
ry <> $0 that from the ASS. "MN of the Errors ond Superſtiri- 
angel ONS, abounding in theſe times, there is no ground why our fir 
over Reformers ſhould propoſe them for our pattern ; tor if 11 one 


men Fiing, why not in another ? C Bat 
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ut in the: next place : reſime upon a fair Exat UNAtion of 
Particulars , Liſe tis, ) things wil appear, 1. that we in 
the Church of E347. co not in our Rites, 5 Services and Co1e- 
nionies 1mbolize with A: "tiquity. And, 2. that we do wholt; 
ſymbolize in moſt, if not in all of thi 2m, with Popery. 

Our Rites do--1 it is manifeſt thick :t our lint Reformers, as we are told, did 

not [YMDOUzC not make {uch a pericct 1 PLCCC from pure Primitive Ant iquity 

with- A Anti jq the firſt Reformatio! 1, and forming of our Liturgy, which 

[y 05 VIE Contains 10 Mach The i REC, SCFVIeg and Cere:nonics of the 
Church ; tor it fo, tlizrc had been no fach necd to make fo 
Twany altcrations, and Reform often, and in ſo many things 
the Reformation. And that they have ſo done, the Author 
of the P; an nt Recontiler g1V cs us this account. 

Proveft Recones Tt 55 certain (aith he) that our Church hath alrecay altered her 

1 Parr, 1 ite  F.arcoy t ſever [ tit: (6, ang in ſeven parts, vIz. the Lifſons, 

2 Yar Feſr Ls, Ceremonies, Rubrich, Cells, Prayers, the Form of Ad. 
7 Aujtrat 10 of S.20 Seca bs 1 he ty atcebiſun Confroar 197, Marr 
are, Fi/ii, FN of t, beldocke toe Brirtal if the De. 1d, id Cor 143:4- 
731159, All which lic has demonſtratcd in cach particu! ar, and 
from tlience nc makes L_ tLLYCC REMATKS, 

it. That the Frere7d of foil retalilg ana ripoſirg the preſcm 

Ceremporics out of dice Reveragice to fanteamty, is j ile aid hypocri- 


rice! 

2. That 3: cm jriſty be preterrded that os COoremoriies ant 
Fer hiucd and tinned to wamnte([r Fi , Fri C "29 Emrity of the Re- 
$5 / 9,017, ly [C1110 Mocl? SFO ICS | C ! 5c} did 19 "bs # Ip 
7197 n; 1 them for mo Inaijfe 477 tninas, or that we left thi 
Chr:7c of Rome 7:9 {:irincr 7 en «bf Ariquity. 

3. Hoice ut appears bow /e fly it rs all; deed th it We £417710t 8 
b.:te © thage 11) A Cerexic ic , Veranſe they have been once re 
Cee 03:0 ONCE CY Tf C71 

Iaſtances gi- BUT, in the _ tp ace, the ackending into particular 


Male ll ive a fuller and clicarcr demonttration of our not ſyn 
| 011710g with Antiquity in 211 our Rites and Ceremonies. 
FIRST, Becauſe ſo many of them are Novel, and fo man; 


al fovn'd by Antiquity. And fo much which has been rea All 
_ Anti nity; has ben difowned by us, and blotted ont 0 
e Liturg 


"IP ir{t, rl j# at moſt of them are Novel, or diſowned by Antt 
qQuty. We ſhall begin with thoſe three principal Ceremonics 
abcut which there was fo much contention at the Savoy, v1 
I neeling,Surplice,and the Crols in Baptiſm, 1. Tha 


© *Y 2*jz 


man) 
reall) 
one 0 


" Anti: 
1LOnics 
/ Ul Fa 


p 
. T ha 


(19) 


1, That of IKnecling at the Altar, or at the Sacrament of Kneeling a 
the Supper is put amongſt the reſt of the Ancient Ceremonies, eV". 
before any ſach thing as Popery was in the World, which is 
Novel, and but of yeſterday, never known before Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, nor with us Proteſtants received till Fdward the 
Sixth's ſecond Common Prayer, for in the hrſt it was not. 

Per Aflarntyr faith, Propter 4 rarſuvſtentiationem © realem prie- 
ſemiam invitta eft in Eccleſiamy, Tha to maintain Tranſubſte:.- 
ation and real prefence 11 Was L010 11 1::t0 the Cinch. 

Weare told in the Decretal, that Pope Fo0r4 Aro 121 4, Decret. it «1 
Ordained Knceling at the Sacrament. And his Predeceſlor /z7:9- */+1+ £iÞe1 
ce: the 3d Tranſubſtantiation. It is faid,thar i Tertullian 2 HolpmteOrt.e 
Chryſoſtom's 1ime, they were [tid roſtand at the Altar, when they 7 Pe #2: 6-2: 
partoch, of the Supper. Socrates faith, they took It In a Table 
Gcſture, eating 1t at their Love Feaſts ; and Parezs alerts the 
ſame. 

Hereupon the Pro:eſtant Reconciler tells us, To riffrain thes Port te pe2g) 
tyetling poſture at the receipt of the Sacrament ont of ave Revererice 


” * p 
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People. 

Cndly, As to the Surplice, the Fathers uſed it not, though 2 SUFPlicee 
It 1s clear the Pagans did, from whom the Papiſts had it, and 
we from them. 

Salmaſeus, as well as Petavins his Adverſary, do 077 that 1:2 
the Primitive times the Pre:bytcrs did not wear any aft inet habit 
from the People. 

Czleſtius Reproves the Fi cnch Bifi.ops, nho began it as a No- 12 Repiy ty 
velty, mhich tended to Superſtition, ane. made way to Alockgry, ard ſs Doron. 
Decerving of the faithſull. 

The Surplice was bronght into the Church by Pope 44;1ar, 

Anno 7g6. 

Dr. Sillingflect tells us, that s for the Surplice 12 Pariſh Unreaſ. Sep2r. 
Churches, it is wot of that conſecuicrice as 10 vear a aifpiite vie way Po 3Ie 
or other, Unreaſ. of Separation, p. 39. | 

AS to the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm npon the forehead 3- Crots in 
only, we reade of no ſuch Rite amongſt the Ancients, though PP 
the 32th Canon of the Church tells us, /t 7s a7 honorable Badge, 
and a lawfull Ceremony by which the Child is acaicated to the p 
vice of Chriſt, and which Rite w.:s held in the Prinative Church 
both Grecks and Latines, wit oe conſent and great applanſe. 

C-2 it 
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It 1s true, LC And IeNrs afLcr 12] itn dd $1 Fil te Bapt: 17d 
with a Cro{s vpen his Head and 3realt, and an ointed him with 
Chry fins a Gitinct LOR nance from Bapcill n; but no fach 

"HF : of Baptitin, as part of that Ordinance. 
In Eid this - Si: wth $ time the Reformers cid, as the no 
VIC --hook macs mention, $12n the Elements th Irce time 
w gy ge: Sion of the Crols, be nd alſo the C! 11d upon the Fore: 
cad ard Feaſt when the Godfathers named his name, and 
afterwards tw Confirmation again i the breaſt and forchead : 
but all this 1s Jatd alice, and a new tiung taken up, which is 
pegs wy 08 found 11 AttiGuity, nor in the firſt Pattern of 
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and Enurgy, Kt 1 andcticr thins ihen the AncQents uſed. at 


ym by th e hands GL A GTP, with 
1e 1reair, the other on ihe Forehezd, 
Minculately air PLaptiiin was adred. (and as a di- 
17k Ordinance from it, ) bu this is to be performed by the 
h22ds ofa Eihop, wiinont any Chrylmor Coniiznation when 
tho, come Lo years of Uiicretion. R 

Pol 23 NCTE Goth nt appear any Warranty from Antiqui- 
ty. for th;;- Cr mArnatio N, 0 nelwner 15 there any direction in 
Scripture for it, as Arcnd. Cr.2zz;er doth tally acknowledze, 
wherest wie have an accouni : from Dr. B:::c: out of a Manu- 
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Cont Wren with the Briinops own hand, by way of "Queſtion 
£cL11kd ZAALLGTA w1y\ & Li LELTIGE 'F i17 GO) 's Library, C (CeO . E. $; 


4 F.-Y 7 \ 4 Mp "% M » a > Sod Eo Me "7 gp he . * _ ! — A... 
& Ont. Wheothoy Confirmation be Inftitnred by Chriſt? 
® * | ” % , _ 671 __ ; , a : © | - "at [ hi 
1, 4 RSTS1S NO N:ACe 11 SCTEPENTE tiiat decilareth this 
| 
: 


b- Sacramant to be Inſtiinted by Cnrilt. 

- 1. Becauſe the nlaces alledocd for the fame be no Infſti- 
&. tons, -bur Ads and Decds of the _ 

$3, 2. 56 2F] "lo Acts vol (o2C DY | This ial & iT F1VCN 


to the Anoſtics for the Confirmation of Go ds hPa" art 


* 3. Bocanie the lame eſpecial vifr doth not now remain 
with the tuccollors of the \poltic;, 

6 £74. NV hai 35 the External Sign 7? 

- Afr, the Church uteth Chryſma, but the Scripture mae 


% U) DD mention tiicreot. 
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\s for the office of Paptiziug of Infants as enjoyned in th 
7 for Regeneration upon the D ocd Gone, and to be per- 
formed'b by Goſi:7:s, who a + profels Fa!th and Repentance 
13 the Infants name and ſtead, is generally ſcrupled and dif. 
0 ned by the Diſleaters ( as favourir g too much of Popery) 
tongh the greateit part of them do Baptize their Infa ants. 
And as for the Antiquity of the practiſe, if any credit may 

en to many learned Pzdobapriſts, it will not appear, 

ercof tale theſe _ ving Inſtances. 

The Icarned Dr. {aylor tells us in his Dif.cafve agat:; 
Poxery , © That there 1s a b ppoery tO Paptize tnfans, re-* 
« ics but upon two Witneſſes, Orizen and Aiſci: 3 and the 
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& Jater having received it from t] tlc LOrmer, ir relies whojy 
* up2n a linglc e teſt nony; which is but a pitifull Argument 
* t9 prove a % ; Apoſtolic tHe 's the fir!f that 
" ſpoke Ic, but 4c rulli z that was before hin, ſeems io ſpeak 
& acainlt it, which 22 vv old not have done, 1f 1t had been a 
6 Tradition. \roltolical. - And that it was not fo (faith the 
& Biſhop ) it is but too certain, if there be any truth in the 
& words of Lndowicus Vives, ſaying, that encicntly none were 
Ce 


baptized, b ut p:rſans of riper years. He favs thus in his Com. 
on Arerſt, 1.1. c. 27. whole words are as followeth, =1%, 
© None wcre Baptized of old, but thoſe that were of Ace, 
io did not only underſtand what the Myſtery of the wa- 
ter meant, but defired the ſa: me ; the perfect Image v. -here- © 
of (faith he ) ve have yet in our Infants Baptiſm ; for it 
is asSked of the Infant, \v alt the: : b2 baptized ? for whom 
the Suretics anivcr, 1 will 
The Doctor adds, © I hn it the Parents of Auſtin, Ferome, 
Anbrofe, althoug ;h Chriſtrans, did not Baptize their Chil- 
_ til tho / were 30 years of Aze; and that it w Nl he 
very conlider; ab! c in the Example, and ot gre=t Efficacy for 
tlic deſtroying the ſuppoſed neceſſity of d Y1Vation of In- 
Centh Paptiim trom the Apoſtles. 
Hitgo Grotirs (in An Tot. ON Alatth. 19.1.4.) faith, 
no {mall Evidence that Baptiſn of Infants 
was not ordinary in the Greek Church, becauſe not only 
Coſt aritine the Great, te Son 7, a zealous Chri- 
_ bat alſo Greory Neuziicnze, who was the Son of a 
Criſtian Biſhop, and brought up long by him, vras not 
by bro till he came 19 vears, 2s is (faith he) related in 
ns lite, Dail': 
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Diſimiſgy? 6- 
cai:ft Popery, 
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Daille, Daille the Icarned French-man, tells us, © That in ancicnt 
« times they often deferred the Baptiſm of Infants, as ap- 

peareth, ſaith hc, by the Hiſtory of Conſtantine, Theodoſus, 

Valcntiman, Gratian, and in St. Ambroſe ;, and alſo by the 

Orations of Gregory Nazijanicr, and St. Baſil on this ſub- 

ject. And fome of the Fathers have been of opinion, that 

It 18 fit 1t ſhould be deferr'd : Burt whence is 1t (faith he) 

that the very mentioning hereof is ſcarce to be endurcd at 

this day. U/e of the Fathers, 1. 2. ÞP. 149. 

Dr. Fiz11. Dr. Field faith, © That very many that were born of 

Chriſtian Parents, beſides thoſe that were Converted from 

Paganiſm, put off their Baptiſm for a long time, inſomuch 

that many were made Biſhops before they were baptized. 
On the Church, Þ. 729. 

Mr. Baxter. Mr. Baxter, a great Aſlerter and Defender of Infant-bap- 
tiſm, doth ingenuouſly own, after his long ſearch into Anti- 
quity, thus much : © I will confeſs that the words of Ter. 
* tullaa and Nazianzen ſhew, that it was long before all were 
** agreed of the very time, or of the Neceſſity of Baptizing of 
* Infants before any uſe of Reaſon, in caſe they were like to 
& live to Maturity, More Proofs, P. 279. 

'6. Godfathers And as for Baptizing Infants with Sureties, Fidejullors, or 

and Goumo- Goflips, as the Liturgy injoyns ; and ſuch an Ellential part of 

LETS. the Ordinance, ( owning that the baptized perſons are re- 
quired to Repent and Believe, and that Infants arc capable to 
do neither, bur that they do both by their Sureties,) appears 
alfo, if the l:arned arc io be credited, to be no leſs a Novelty, 
as the Centrwrijts declare, Aagd.. Cent. 4. Cap. 6. P. 419. Di 
ſuſce; toribus cer's mhil Juvenas ; that IS, you can find nothing 
certain of Godtathers in that age. Burt that 1t came in the 5/1 
Century, Cent. 5. C. 4. P. 655. Alabivitos in erdum & ſuſcep 
torcs, fer Putiiicos ex Autgrivits hujus temports liquet ; that 1s, thi 
Authors of the 5th Century mention Surcties, or Godfathers 
Upon which Dr. 7 ay!o ſaith, 

Dr, Tyler. &« I know God might, if he would, have appointed Godfa 
&« thers to give Anſwer in the behaif of Children, and to h 
© Fidejuilors for them ; but we cannot find any authority 0 
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« ground that he hath; and if he had, that it is to be ſup: yy 
** poſed lie would have given them Commiſſion to have trank ,,, 


*© acted the ſolemnity with better Circumſtances, and have 


2iven Anſwers with more truth, for the Queltion is op Þe 
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of Believing in the preſent ; and 1t rhe Godfather anfivers 
in the Name of rhe Chlld, | DO BELIEVE ; it is noto- 
rious, they ſpeck falſe and ridiculous, for the Infant is not 
capable of Bclicving z and it he were, he were alſo capa- 
ble of Ditlenting ; and how then do they know his mind ? 
and therefore (laith he) Tertullizn and Nezianien gave ad- 
vice, that the Papciiing of Infants tonld be deferr'd till 
they could give an account of their owa faith. 


- 2 44. 2 OO = 
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Wlafridus Strato, who lived about the year-840, faith, wlifril. Stre- 


( De revrs Eccl. c.26.) © That in the firſt times the grace vs, de Reb. 


of Baptiſm was wont to be given to them only, who were Eccl © 26» 


come to that Integrity of mind and body, that they could 
know and underſtand what proſir was to be gotten by Bap- 
tiſm ; what was to be Coniciled and believed ; what, laſtly, 
was to be obſerved by them that arc new-horn in Chriſt, 
2nd confirms it by Arſtiz's own Conteſlion of himſelf con- 
tinuing a Catechumen long before he was baptized. Buy at- 
terwards (faith he) Chriſtians underſtanding Original fin, 
and leſt their Children ſhould periſh without any means of 
Grace, had them (he faith) baptized by the Decree of the 
Counſel of Africa, and then adds, how Godfathers and 
Godmotaiers were Invented. 


Tobannes Bohemins, lib. 2. de Geat. A707ib:t5, faith, © It was Bobemivs 1. 2. 
in times paſt the Cuſtome to Adminiſter Baptiſm only to de Gent. More 


thoſe that were inſtructed in the faith, and ſeven times in 
the week, before Eaſter and Pentecoſt, Catechiz'd ; but af- 
terwards, when it was thought and adjudged needfall to 
cternal life to be baptized, it was Ordained that New-born 
Children ihould be baptized, and Godfathers were ap- 
pointed, who ſhould make Conteſſion, and Renounce the 
Devil on their behalf. 


As for the Liturgy, it is another thing then can be found 7. Licursr. 


Is it not clear, that in the 3d Century, 


they had no DireCtory or Book to pray by, as Tertullian in his 
Apology mentions ? 


We lookup to Heaven with our hands ſiretched forth, as being Tertul.:Apol.$. 


TY 2 3anoceat and bart-leaded, as not aſnamed to make our Prayers ſine C 3% EP:12te 


2 1uP- Nonitore, without 4 Direttory, as comins from the free motion of 
[Tan gr own bearts. 


| have 


Platina tells us, that in Celejtiie's time there was no other 


-_ parts of the Maſs, but the Reading of the Epiſtles and Go- 


ſpels » 


Wai f. Strabo. 


Socrates Hit. 
lid. 5. Cl. 2Ls 


LAY 
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On of. 
Ipels, which was 4:0 435- Platizic, im Celelt. r 
Tuſtin 1. artyr,. in the ſecond Century, al ly Wecch Ui 
manner of Criſtian Scr VICC In his tlime---- ve Ancient Ct 


(71, ms (ſaith he) / hat toner 1 feetin T5 ON tie Sunday, they davis 


wh Pra) ers for the C hur ch, eſpeciall; Y jor tize T:; lipbrued, which 
were bap Hh þ then tne W. a irs of the Prophets a nd Apoſi!es are 
read as tine perm tits ; then & Sermon wato ths People, and cx:59715 
them all unto the Imitation f the beſt rings » ; hen all d ao rife uf, 
an a portr fort their prayers again; n Den MO81r prayers arc ended, 
Ns, and Vine mixed with Water, are bro:ht forth ; WHICH OE- 

2g taken, be who hath the Charge goeth before ibe Peoj le with ail 
£77 neſt 4 '01CC 11 Pr: aſus God ai: ! rhawks21 ULIIT, 41% ' the People 4 Oy 
anſwer with a loud voice, Arie. Then the Deacoins divide rhe ho! ly 
Signs wto ther all which arc preſent , aad carry the fame mito ihe 
cbſent : th:s, faith he, we call 'Euyneica, thai: hegiving, whereof 
one may partake, unleſs he believe the true Dotirme, andbe waſh & 
in the [aver unt9 Reme neration and Remiſjicn of ſins, and live ſo ds 
cog hath direfed. After thes is a gathering of Alms. 4, d p.7. 
He who miſtrutted the people, prayed accordis 'o to his abiluy. 
Here was no Liturgy or Common Prayers mentioned. 

Walafrid Srrabo, who wrote in the 9th Century, faith in his 
Book de Rebrs Ecc leſia---= All which is dozic now with a multitude 
of Prayers, Leſſons, S03:75, and Confecrations, which the Apoſtles, 
and thoſe who next followed ther, did with prayers and remens 
brance of the Lords ſufferinss even as be commanded. 

Socrates faith, That among all the Chriſtians in that Age, 
ſcarce-two were to be found! that uſed the ſame words in 
Prayer. 

Pope Gregory the firſt made a new form of Service, which 
they call the Maſs, and did add many Cet remonies that were 


not inuſe before ; So that Plating faith, T he whole Inſe; etrition of 


the 711fs was Irocnted by bin, we tn England ha: 1d 9117s from Gre- 
gory, who by his Miniſter Auſtin firſ? fornd. 'a the Church, aid 
etroduced moſt of the Rites, Service and Ceremonies. 

There was another Maſs, which was called the Mafs of Am- 
broſe, a ridiculous thing, which they afterwards fathered iipon 
bim aferem from Gregory s, whereof we read in after-times , 
and there was great contention which Aſafs ſho: 'd be received into 


Freo- » GC Vo- the C Iyyches. [Which Then Pope Adrian ( 1120 mas Anno 7096 ) 


agn 1C 111 V1ta 


G res 2 


fa w, he was put to bis ſhifts, ard ſaid be world refer it to the Witk 
of Ged, whether he world by any viſiele ſien Approve the X1aſs 


of 
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of Gregory, or of Ambroſe. So theſe two Books were laid tOge= 
ther upon the Altar, in St. Peter's Church, and he called upon 
God to ſhew which of the two he approved ; the Doors were ſhut all 
right, and the next Aorning when they returned into the C burch, 
the Book of Ambroſe was forrd lying, as it was laid down, and 
the other was all tora and diſperſed through the Church : The Pope 
makgth the Comment, that the Maſs of Ambroſe ſhonld lye 11 
touched, ard the Maſs of Gregory ſhould be uſed through tle 
World; And jo he did Authorize and Command, that it ſhould be 
uſcd in all Churches and Chappels, which Charles the Great did 
ſecond ;, Commanidiag that only 10 be uſed, and Ambroſes to ve 
Burnt. 

Grezory the firſt Ordained the Letantes or Supplications, $. Letanies, 
faith Farina. 

The Reſponſes and Gradual was given by Pope Grezory, 9+ Reſponſes, 
faith Pol. Virgil. 

The Collects Ordinary, as faith Drrandrus, were Ordained :->, College, 
by Pope Gregory - the other ColleCts added by ſundry Popes, 
as Cajjander in Liturgia, CAP. 21. 

He made the Offices of the Church, and diſpoſed the Nights 11+ Office: 
and Days Antiphones, or Singing-Service ; he poliſhed the A%iPphone-. 
Rites .-of the Maſs, and renewed its Canon ; he made the In- 
troitus to the Maſs, with the Particles; he Commanded the 
Kyriceleiſon and Hallelnjah to be Sung. He ordered tke 1». Kyrieclc:- 
Singing of Pſalms, the Letanies and Proceſlions. Bales Cent.1. fon. 

P. 62. ſet. 32. 

The Preſcript Number of Pſalms and Leſſons was brought 13: Plalmsand 
into the Church by Gregory the 7th. Ano 1073, faith Diz= Lions. 
randits. | 
The Epiſtles and Goſpels Patina gives to Pope Damaſrre, 14. Epilt.Go- 
anno 384. Pope Anaſtaſins brought in Standing at the Goſpel, !Þ<!- 
anno 400, as faith Plaitna and Pol. Virgil: 

Auſtin (Confell. 1ib. 9.) ſhews that the Latine Church had 15. Singing- 
no Singing-Service ; that was brought into our Ceremonies, SErVice. 
faith Polidore Virgil from the Old Heathen (de Invent. Rer. lib. 

6. c. 2.) who were wont to Sacrifice with Symphony, wit- 
neſs Liv, 1. 9. | 

The Primitive Church had no Altars: Pope Sylveſter 15. Aitars. 
was the firſt Author of their Conſecration , Bellar. de Verb. 
Dei, 1. 4- c. 3- Amo 334. ' Then conſequently no Bowing 
io them, nor Knecling before _ being all Novels. : 
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r7. Feſtivals As little can you find the Engliſh Feſtivals in Antiquity, 
Aſzod. Cent.2, The Ceturiſcs tell us, Obfervandum Apoſtolns & Ayoſt olicos 
ch. 6. P-119+ wiros, nwcqie de Paſchate, neque de alits quibuſcuuque feſrivitatt- 
bits legem al LQHAiH corſtuujje *' IT is to be obſerved that neither 
the Apoſtles, nor any Apoſtolick men have given us any law 
for the Obſervation of Ez/ter, or any other Feaſt whatſoever. 
A1agd. Cent.2. Chap'6. P. 119. 

Cent.3-7-147- They alſo tell us out of Origen, That-it was wot lanfill for 
Chriſtizns to obſerve the Fe::ji's or Sulemmrics either of Jews or 
Gniilcs, Cent. 3. P. 147- 

The Council of Lavgicea in the 37 Caz. forbad the F -athe- 
niſh or Jewiſh Feaſts. No oporter a Judeis vel Hereticis 3 .rtatica 
qiie mittumtur accipere, wee crm O05 ates agere Feriatos. 

The Canons of the Ancient Counſels torbad to keep the 
Pagan Feaſts, and to deck their Houſes with green Boughs 
and Bay-leaves, as they did in the Kalends of January, Con. 
Ajfſr. Can. 2. Tolet. 4. Can. 5. Brac. 2. C. 7. 

The Feſtivals obſerved by the Ancients were not accounted 
more holy than other days. Jerome on Matth. 5. faith, Non 
quod celebrior fit dies ilba Gita COnventnus. 


The Welder ſes, the Ancient Fathers of the Proteſtants, 


held, that they were to relt from labour upon no day but the 
Lord's day. eAnea Sylvins. 
15. TheEccle- "The Rites and Ceremonies of Marriage, as expreſled in the 
array Office of Marriage in the Liturgy, do not appear to have been 
Mics of Marri- 12 Uſe in thoſe Primitive 1:mes. Ir being Decreed by Pope 
age. Julius and SCrIC1145, about the middle of the 4th Century, That 
ai Marriages jhould paſs the Beaied top of + Prieſt upon penalty of 
Sacriledge ;, the Office being taken from the Papilſts, and thoſe 
very Reſtraints laid upon Marriage, at what ſeaſons people 
may Marry, and when not, are tz};2n out of the Romith Ru- 
Pope Clzmert. brick. Pope Clement having Ordained , that from Septung e- 
ſime, tull Exfter , from Rogation, till kit/amday ; and from 
Advent, to Epiphany, Marriage ſhould be prohibited ; and 
which Doctrine of Devils is tranflated from their Rubrick, 
LO Ours. 
19. Bowingat As for Bowing to the Altar, and to the Eaſt, and at En- 
the Altar and trance into Churches and Temples , they are Reverences 
to the Lall- which ſeem to be fetc'd from an Elder date, viz. from the 
Pagan Idolaters, from whom the ſuperſtitious Ancients and 
Papiſts had them, and we from them. Dr. Wjker in his 


Synop, 
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53z9p. Papiſ. P. 492, 493+ faith, That Bowing at the Arar, 
and Name of 7e/:z, are ſuperſtirious Idolatries. 

As for Ecclciiaſtical Orders and Officers of the Lord Arch- 
Piſhops, Lord-Biſhops, Deans, Arch-Deacons, &c. and che 
SUPFeIrAacy exerclicd one over another in the Church of E: -- 
[:.d; they are {o far from having the ſtamp of Primitive An- 
tiquity, that th2y are not to be found therein, at lealt for 
the three or four firſt Centuries. 

Dr. S!t/:; floct in his Iremcum, P. 177. tells us after this 
manaer, iz. That whether any ſhall ſuccced the Apoſtles tn: ſurpe- 
riority of power over Presbyters, or all remain governing the Church 
1 equality of Power, us no where deternaned by the Will of Chriſt 
1 the Scripture, which contains bis ROYAL LAW, and there- 
fore we have no reaſon to look, upon it as any thing flowing from the 
Porer ard Authority of Chriſt as Mediator, and ſo not neceſſarily 
binding to Chriſtians. 

And further aſſures ns, That Epiſcopal men cannot ſhew by the 
word of God, neither by the prattice of the Apoſtles, nor ſo much 
as by the PRIMITIVE CHURCH, that a Miniſter of Feſus 
Chriſt hath had any ſuperintendency over ſeveral private Churches, 
or that a Biſhop hath Ordained Miniſters by his ſole and pure Au- 
thority, as is 10w prattiſed in England ; or that he who is 20t na- 
turally Inveſied rrith any Authority, ſhould have the power to De- 
legate others, and nuich more Secular perſons. | 

And if any would be better ſatisfied herein, there are two 
late pieces, which may fully do it, viz. one by Dr. Qwer, in 
a Book called, The Order and Communion of Evangelical Chur- 
ches ; and the other in a Book called, No Evidence for Dioce- 
fan Churches and Bj':ops in the Priznitive tines. 

The Primitive Fathers were againſt Dedicating of Churches 
to Saints and Angels. 

Azrm faith, If we bu:ld a Church of Siones or Wood unto any 
moſt Excellent Angcl., cre we nor accurſ2d and anathe matted from 
the Tritth, and from the Church *f Ged, -:cauje then we give unto 
a creemre that lervic - which 75 4 1110 God only ? Cont. Maxim. 
lib. 1. Arg. 11. deSptr. Sancts. ; 

Eraſmus wpon Aujtic's words, ho a in the Margent marked 
thus ------ This is done row t0 each ene of the Divi or Satnts, VI. 
not a Church crefted without ſuch a Dedication, 


D 2 Pope 


27% Eccieſ12- 
{tical Orders. 


21. Dedicati- 


gn of Chur- 


ches to Angels 
and Saints. 
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22. Organs. Pope Yiecllianum brought in Organs, and other Muſical In- 
ſtraments into the Church about the 8:h Century. Be//. de bon. 
oper. lib. I. C. 7. 

23. Rogation-= Rogation-week, or Gauge-days, were Ordained by Pope 


WCCk. Lic 444. as ſaith Platina, Mifſzus, and Polidor Virgil. 

24. Prieſts Pope Zacharias,*in the year 737, Ordained Prieſts Gowns, 

Garments Tippets, and Four-cornered Caps. Chron. Achil. Faſcicul. 
C#/:D, 


25. Wed.Frid, Pope Boniface Ordained IVedneſdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 

and $:t. Falts. Faſts , as faith Platina. 

26. Vigils. And that Ano 425, Pope Borniface Ordained Yigils or Saints 
Eves Faſts, as Polidor Virgil and Pantalcon affirm. 

27. The Apo- That which is called the Apoſtles Crecd, was not as novw 

ſes Creed jn our Liturgy known in the Primitive times, but has paſt 
great alterations. | 

1. It is manifeſt the Fathers in the firſt Ages do give us the 
Creed in other words, not one of them giving us this Form 
for above 300 years after Chriſt. Jgonatizes, Ireners, Origen, 
Tertullian, write the Churches Faith, but none of them in 
this form. 
2. We have Biſhop Uſer, that great ſearcher into Anti=- 

Guty, giving us an account of the Additions made to it (in 
his Difſert. de Symbol. p.15.)) viz. [ Maker of Heaven and Earth] 
was anew Addition, not in the Ancient Copies. (2.) [Concet- 
v1 is added ; the old form is, Born of the Holy Ghoſt. (3) the 
word [ Dead] is added. (4.) [ Deſcended jnto Hell} is added. 
(5-) the Name of [God Almighty] to the Articles of Chriſt's 
fitting at the richt hand of God. (6.) [Catholic!) is added to 
Holy Church. (7.) LCommunion of Saints] is added. And {(8.) 
[life everlaſting ] is added. And which Additions, faich Biſhop 
Viher, were not made at once, hut at ſeveral times. And the 
Biſhop athrms, that the Nicwe was as Confidently, and more 
Anc)ently called the Apoſtles Creed. 

2%. The Arts As for the Athanaſian Creed, Qricungue vult, &c. fathered 

naſran Crecil. upon Athanaſius, Biſhop of Alexandria, in the 4th Age ; It ap- 
pears to be otherwiſe, and to have no ſuch ſtamp of Primi- 
tive Antiquity, as:Dr. Burnet (Hiſt. of Reform. Part 2. B. 1. 
P- 167. ) informs us, viz. That they went according to the Re- 
ceived opinion, that Athanaſius was the Author of that Creed, which 
ow found not to have been Compiled till near three Apes after 

ime 


Secondl ly, 
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Secondly, It doth appear that what was of pure Antiquity, What was of 


and in uſe in thoſe firſt Centuries, viz. 2, 3 & 4+ are cither 
not uſed, or blotted out of the Liturgies, having been here- 
tofore in uſe. 

The Proteſtant Reconciler, Part 1. Chap. 8. from p.261. to 
299. gives an account of the Ancient Rites and Ceremonies 
in uſe amongſt the Ancient Churches and Fathers, now laid 
alide, viz. Love-feaſts; Kiſs of Charity ; Deaconeſſes ; Pray- 
ias ſtanding from Eaſter till Whitſunudey 5 Dipping or Plungino 
the Baptized, yea the Irize Immerſion ; Deferring Baptiſm 1ll 
Eaſter and Whitſunday , Exorciſm ;, Sufflation ;; Anointing the 
Sick; Chryſw; White Garment Milk. and Honey to the New + 
Baptized ; Giving the Euchariſt to the Infant, from the 3d to the 
12th Century , mingling Water with the Sacramental Wine ; All 
eating of one Loaf in the Supper ;, to ſend the Elogia or Brokgn 
bread to the abſent; to receive ſtanding, or in a T able Geſture ;, to 
pray for the Dead, &c. All which are Rejefted. And many of 
theſe, though in the firſt Common Prayer in Edward the Sixth's 
time laid alide, as the ſaid Author, p. 298. tells us, concluding 


thus : 


Primitive An” 
tiquity, left 
out of the Lt» 


Hezce we may ſee how vainly 'tis pretended, that theſe Ceremo= Prot. Recorcs 
nies were retained or inipoſed to manifeſt the Fuſtice and Equity of p+ 295: 


the Reformation, by letting their Enemies ſee, they did not break, 
Communion with them for meer Indifferent things, or that they left 
the Church of Rome no farther than ſhe left the ancient Church, 
as faith Dr. Srillins fleet. When "tis manifeſt, ſaith he, chat we 
left off praying for departed Saints, the Vittion of the Sick, the 
mixing Water with the Sacramental Wine, the Chryſm, Exorciſm, 
the anointing the baptized perſon, Croſſing the breaſt, and at the 
Conſecration of the Euchariſt, and the baptiſmal water, with many 
other things which were retained in the ancient Church, and in the 
Liurey of Edw. 6. 

Thus you ſee, that notwithſtanding the great cry of Sym- 
holizing with Primitive Antiquity, and not at all with Kone, 
that the later appears to be as true as the other is falſe, their 
Liturgies, Rites and Ceremonies, being (as faid) a Compoli- 
tion of Pagan, Papal Inventions, with ſome Novel Additions 
of their own, and Primitive Antiquity almoſt wholly exclu- 
ded. And it is very obſervable to conlider what Alterations 
have been made in Edw. the Sixth's Liturgy, to gratihe the 
Papiſts, as omitting that Clauſe of the Letany , FROM 


"TiC'Ss 
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THE BISHOP OF ROME AND ALL HIS DETEST A- 
BLUE ENORMITIES , and that in the Commination, CUR - 
SED BE THE WORSHIPPERS OF IMAGES ; end have 
left ous that Exhortation hich 1s Condemned as a molt vile 
abomination, their uſual Males, where People Gaze, but do 
not Communicate. 
211, Thitwe Secozdly, In the next place it will appear ( that as we do 
do Iym20112e ngt Symbolize with Antiquity in ovr Kites anil Ceremonies ) 
with PoPetY- that we do ſymbolize in molt, if not in all of them, with 
Popery, though ſo poittively denied by the learned. 
1: From for- Which is manifeſt, firſt, by the ſeveral particulars before 


-mer initances- mentioned ;, for as the Church of En2/ doth not ſymbolize 


with Primitive Antiquity therein, as it is plain they do nor, 
(if our Authors ſpeak true ), fo they do fully ſymbolize with 
Popith Novelty, as the proofs make manifeſt, both in Kneel- 
ing at the Altar, Croſs in Baptiſin, Surplice, Cc. 
24ly, By co= Secondly, This ſymbolizing with Popery in our Rites and 
feihion of Par- Ceremonies, appears by what is fully owned and acknow- 
ledged by Parties themſelves. 

The Principal part of Worſhip, ( both as to matter and 
manner ) performed in the Charch of Ezgland, is contained 
in the Rubrick or Service-book, by law eſtabliſhed ; which in 
the beginning of the Reformation in #. 8. time, was no 0- 
ther than the Romiſh Liturgy, ſome parts only being tranſl- 
ted into Engliſh, (viz. the Creed, Pater-Noſter, Tea Command- 


ments and Letany. Edw. 6. went further, tranſlating is all 
Fullers Eccl. 


Hiſt. Book 7. into Engliſh, yet retaining the fame Service word for word, 


285. except ſome alterations ; for ſo Mr. Fox tells us in the King 


and Counſels Letter to the Devonſhire men, about the altera- 
tion of their Maſs-book,, who by the Inſtigation of their 
Prieſts, had been ſtirred up to Rebellion ; wherein it is thus 
told them, as recorded, Act. & Mon. 2 Vol. p.118g. 

As for the Service in the Engliſh tongue, it perchance ſeems to 
you a New Service ;, and yet indeedir s NO OTHER BUT 
THE OLD, THE SELF-SAME WORDS in Ent, for 
NOTHING #« altered, but to ſpeak with Knowledge, thar vhich 
was ſpoken with Ignorance, only a few things taken 0:1 7; fond, 
that it had been a ſhame to have heard them in Engliſh. 

Some Alterations were made afterwards in the 2of Edr.6. 
and ſome by Q. Elizabeth, and ſome few by King James; but 


the Body and Eſſentials of it, continued, and was preſerved, 
for ſo faith K. Charles the 24. 
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In his Preface to the Common Prayer, annext to the AQ of 14 Ch. 25. 
Uniformity, in theſe words : 

That ne fiad that in the Retons of ſeveral Princes, face the Re 
formation, the Church uror juſt and mwerhty Conſid :eratlons her 
therennto n-oving, hath yielded to make ſuch alterations in ome 
particulars, as in their reſpettive times were tho:1ght convenient, 
yet fo as the main Boay aud Efentials of it (4s well in the c Viceſ 
materials, , in the frame and order thereof ) have ſtill contianed 
oy 22.6 1mto this day, and do yet ſrand firm and unnſhaken, worwithe 
[t 2nd; 0 46 1/9 _ _— PLS, Az; id Inipel 0248 afſcults made againſt at 
by ji: ch MEN . RE GIVEN TO CHANGE. 

In Bafrmatien heroes you have the teſtimony of King 
James, as Mr. C:/drrood in his Hiſtory of the Church of Sco: - Caldermoods 
l:;:d informs us, who tells us that King 7 Fames in the 8:h Sefſi.. E&P > as 
on of th: General Aſſe mbly held at Edenburoh, Arg. 4. 1590. * 55" 
we theſc 1 vords in his Speech to them , viz. The Kirk of 
Ce ef ej i/ch and Yule, whereof 7:9 Cor ft: tion. Aid as for 

Plcten hour K irk of England, ther Service is au evil ſid Maſs 
tn Za 1 ; on” want nothing of the Maſs but the lifti;:gs, but 
tht the Xirk of Scotland was the ſincereſt in the World. 


So rhat you have the Acknowledgment and Grant of three | 

Kings to the truth hereof, that the publick Worſhip and Ser- 

vice of the Proteſtant Charch of England contained in the 

Englifa Litorgy, and practiſed in the Church, is tie fame in 

the main Eody and Eilentials, chiefeſt Materials, Frame and 

Order with thar of the Popith : ; and whoever wil take the 

pains to ſearch into the Popiſh Breviary, Ritual, Mifſal, and 

Pontificial, which four comprehend their w hole 1 iturgy, 

will find, though therc may be ſome alterations and variations, 

in ſeycral particulars ; yet as the King Grants, the ſubſtance 

and chicielt materials and order 1s the ſame, and that ours is 

taken 0. of theirs, viz. Colletts, Mattins, Evenſong, Epiſiles, 

Cof;uls, Creeds, 1. ctonies, Confecration, Adviniſtration of Sacra- 

mens, Be Pt iſm of Infaat:, with Goſſips to anſwer for them, Kneel- 

mg at toe ar, Confit cor, Abſolutwon, Confirmation, Bur ial, AMa- 

115, bony; V iſiration of the Sick, ANrdination of Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 

ſtops, &c. And which will appear particularly by what fol- 

lows. 

Dr. More in his Myſtery of Iniquity, lib. 2. ch. 22. P. 468. anP.of Iniqui- 

ſays thus ; For wndoubredly our Herojgal Reformers did 1i6t, as ty, 1-2« Ct. 22: 


75 Pe 469» 
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& the ne of ſome act, out of peeviſhnef, aud ſpight, ai:d pleaſe their 
ow hznou and impetroſity of ſpirit, but as being part of the chaſt 
Spouſe of Chriſt, the true Anbolich Church, the Aother of ws ail 
deals as a Motver with all thoſe that profeſs themſelves in any ſer je 
children of Chrijt s Church, and therefore would not have then: 
divided more than needs; whence it ts, that out of a ſpirit of c1:.5- 
rity and tender kindneſs, ſhe has in ſome things in themſelves Indif 
ferent, (and what Tadiffercnt things they are you have beard ) nunbly 
condeſecaded to ſymbolize with that lagſed Lady of Rome, to brug 
off her abuſed Paramour's to the pure iVorſhip of God ; which Cor:- 
defcenſion, as is well known, took, good effett for ſome ſpace of years, 
and the Catholicks joyned in publick prayer and ſervice with us and 
well they might, being as our three Kings have granted fo 
much their own, only in the Engliſh tongue} 11! that Harlor, 
that makes nothing of having her children divided forcibly rent of 
the Engliſh Roman Catholick from ſo reaſonable and Chriſtian a 
Communion ;, and yet, faith he, does uot our Church ceaſe to uſe 
this charitable Courtſhip aud ſweet Condeſcenſion towards then 
ſtill, (viz. yet ſymbolizing with her] ro wiz them off 10 ſuch 4 
*orſhip as is every way as gracefull a5 their own ? 
Dr.Stillingfleee Dr. Stillixg fleet in his 1renicum, ſpeaks to this purpoſe , viz. 
in his/renicum, That the great reaſon why our firſt K:formers did jo far comply 
Ce7+ lect. 5. P» with the Papiſts, it was t0 gain, aiia lay a bait for them, and 
3 mhich he hopes was never inicnded to be a hook, for the Pro- 
teſt arts. | | 
24ly, By com- A4hizaly, Will not this Symbolizing with Popery appear, 
paring their more particulariy, by comparing, our Divine Service in the 
- 1+ prataredingg Common Prayer and Rubrick, with their Divine Service in 
ther, > Cher Maſs-book and Rubrick ; and how much we have taken 
them for our pattern, and follow their direCtion in the par- 
ticulars following, viz. 
s Firſt, In the time when Divine Service, and publick Wor- 
ſhip is to be performed. 
Secondly, In the Divine Service it ſelf, which is to be per- 
formed, 
Thirdly, In the Rites and Ceremonies performed in Divine 
Service and Worſhip. 
iff. As to the Firſt, As tothe times of Worſhip, their Breviary and Ka- 
times of Wor- lendar do divide the year into Feaſts, Vigils, Faſts, and Work- 
ſhip.  Ing-days : So do we take ours direCtly from them, dividing 
our Kalendar by theigs > both as to Feaſts, Vi gills, _ 
OVK = 
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Working-days. It is true, they have more Feaſts than we, 
but all ours are found in theirs, and taken from them as our 
Ritual makes manifeft. For Inſtance : 


1, Their Feaſts are Divided into Movables, and fix'd : So 
are ours. Their Movable Feaſts and Fily-days are, 


:. Their Eaſter-day, on which the reſt depend, is always MovableFatt:, 
the firſt Suzday after the firſt full Moon, which happens next: 
after the 21/7 of March; and if the full Moon happens upon 
a Sunday, Exſter-day is the Sunday after,. with a Vigil before: 
So ours from them expreſly. 

2. Their Advent-Sunday is always the neareſt Sunday to 
the Feaſt of St. Andrew, whether before or after, and to four 
Sundays after : So ours directly. 

3. Their Septuageſima-Sunday, 9 Weeks 

before Eaſter : So 
ours. 


4. Their Sexageſima-Sunday, 8 \Veeks 
5. Their Quinquageſima-Sund. 7 Weeks 
6. Their Quadrageſima-Sund. 6 Weeks 
7. Their Kogation-Sunday, 5 Weeks 
afterEaſter : So 
S OUTS, 


8. Iheiwr Aſcenſron-day is 40 Days 

9. Their Whitſunday with a Vigil,7 Week 

10, Their Trimty-Sunday is 8 Weeks 
And 24 Sumdays after 1rinity. 


2. Their Fixed Feaſts, are as followeth, viz. 


i. Their Circumciſion of our Lord [cſus Chriſt, the 1 7.z- Tixed Feaſts, 
arary. 

2. Their Epiphany, 6 January. 

3. Their Converſion of St. Paul, 25 January. 

4. Their Purification of the Bleſſed Virgin, with a Vig1], 
2 February. 

5. Their St. Mathias, 24 Feb. with a Vigil before it. 

6. Their Annunciation of the Virgin, 25 March & //ig1l. 

7. Their St. Mark, 25 April. 

8. Their St. Philip and Jacob, 1, May. 

9. T heir St. Barnabas, 11 June, 

10. Their Nativity of St. John Bapts/t, 24 June & Vigil. 

11. TI heir St. Peter, the 29 Fune & Vig1t. 

12. The Their St. Fames, the 25 July & Fig. ; 

E 13. Their 


raſting-days- 
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13. Their St. Bartholomew, 24 Auguſt & Vigil. 
4. Their St. Matthew, 21 September & Vigul. "MN 
t5. Their St. Michael, 29 Sept... $0 4, 4dal rele 
16. Their St. Luke, 18 Oftober & Y1gul. 
17. Their St. $;102 and Frde, 28 Ottober & View. 
18. Their Al-Saints, i November & Vigll. 
19. Their St. Andrew, 30 November & Viol!. 
20. Their St. Thomas, 21 December & Vigul. 
21, Their Nativity of our Lord, 25 December & Viet. 
22, Their St. Stephen, 26 December. 
23. Ther St. John the Evangeliſt, 27 December. 
24. Their St. Innocents, 28 December. 
25. Their Monday and Tueſday in Eaſter-week. 
26. Their Monday and Tueſday in Whitſon-week. 

So are ours direCtly. 


Their Days of Faſting. 


1. Their Forty days of Let. 

2. Their Ember-days, at the four ſeaſons, being Wedre/- 
day, Friday, Saturday, after the firſt Sunday in Lent the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, Seprember the 14. and December the 13. 

3. Their three Rogation-days, being the Mondays, Tueſdays, 
and Wedneſdays before Holy Thurſday, or the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord, 

4+ And all the Fridays in the year. So are ours in like 
manner. 

Thus do we ſymbolize expreſly,, or rather take them 
for our Ritual and Pattern, as to the times of Worſhip, ours 
being but a Tranſcript of theirs, and which they praCtiſed 


. Jo many 100 years before us. And of all which, not one 


word of Direction in all the New Teſtament. If it be ſaid 
who hath Required all theſe Feaſts, Faſts, Holy-days, &c. at 


our hands ? Muſt we not fay, our Soveraign Lord the Pope, 


who Ordcained all this ſervice for us, to the denying the So- 
veraignty of Chriſt, as though he was not the only Law- 
giver, being wiſer than what 1s written. 

[f we muſt keep Holy-days'for all the ApoRles, and the other 
Saints of the Pope's making, why not for the Patriarchs and 
Prophets ? why not for St. Enoch, St. Seth, St. Noah, St. Abra- 
bam, St. Lot, St. Moſes, St.Fob, St. David, St. Samel, St, Eſay, 
St. Feremy, &c ? Secondly, 
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Secondly, In the Divine Service it ſelf, which is to be per- 24dly, As to the. 


formed at the prefixed times aforeſaid. Which they have di- 
vided into Mattins and Evenſongs, and ſo we, after their Ex- 


ample, and appropriated to the particular Fealts,Faſts, Vigils, 

Offices of Baptiſm, Supper,Marriage, Burial,Confirmation, Vi- 

litation of lick, Churching of Women, &c. So we directly. 
The ſubſtance or matter of their Divine Service conliſts it; 


Collects, or ſhort Prayers, Confeſſions, Abſolutions, Pretcripc 


Leſſons of Pſalms, Epiſtles, Goſpels, Prophets, Apocryplia, 
Letanics, Anthems, or Canticles, and Comminations appro- 
priated to the ſeveral Offices aboveſaid. All which is the 
ſubſtance or matter of our Divine Service, in all parts of ir 
appropriated and applyed to the ſeveral and reſpective Offi- 
ces aforcſaid. It is true, there may be ſome variation in the 
ColleCts, and Leſlons, Letanies and Anthems, though many 
times the very ſame word for word, and to the days and oc- 
calions they appointed them. Theſe fix Canticles are word 
for word from the Maſs-book , viz. Benedicite omnia opera. 
2, Beneditt us Dominus Deus Iſrael. 3. Magnificat anima mea. 
4. Nuic Dimitts. 5. Quicunque wilt. 6. Te Deum laudanus, 
with Gloria patri, as they have direCted to be repeated often, 
and after every Pſalm ; and Gloria in excelſis, and Pater noſter 
to be often repeated in every Office and Exerciſe. 


Thirdly, 1n Rites and Ceremonies. 


Do they kneel at Confeſſion and Abſolution ? Sowe. 

Do they Repeat the Parer-noſter, kneeling, after the Prieſt ? 
SO WC. 

Do they ſtand at Gloria Patri ? So we. 

Do they ſtand upand repeat the Apoſtle's Creed ? So-we. 

Do they repeat after the Miniſter the Kiryeelyſon, Chriſte- 
elyſon, kneeling ? So we. 

Do they upon the reading or ſinging Qzicungque vult, or A- 
thanaſins Creed, ſtand ? So we. : 

Do they upon ſaying or ſinging Letanies, make Reſponſes 
by the people ? So we. 

Do they kneel at the Altar when they partake of the Eu- 
chariſt, or Lords Supper ? So we. bo 

Do they upon the Reherſal of the Ten Commandments 
kneel, asking mercy and grace after every Command ? So we. 


Divine Service 
it ſelf. 


2#ly, Ta Rites 


and Cereinq- 


nies. 


E 2 Do 
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Do the Prieſt and People read the Pſalms alternately, verſe 
by verſe ? $9 we. | 
Do they fit at the reading the Lellons ? So we. 
Do they uncover themſelves in the Churches ? So we. 
Do they ſing their Anthems, and Canticles, and Pſalms and 
Prayers with Mulick Vocal and Inſtrumental, as Organs, Flutes, 
Viols, &c. So we in our Cathedral. 
Do they bow to the Eaſt, and Name of Jeſus? So we. Of 
all which, not one word in all the New Teſtament. 
abh,Astothe Forrthly, Is there not a ſymbolizihg with Popery in the 
places of wor- places of Worſhip ? ; 
ſhip. * The places of our Worſhip are either ſuch as were Built 
and Conſecrated by the Papiſts, which we took from them, 
retaining the Saints Names they were dedicated to, as St. 1a- 
ry, St. Peter, St. Paul, All-Saints, or ſuch places as we have 
built by their Example poſited Eaſt and Weſt. Conſecrated 
and Dedicated to ſome Saint or Angel, and which we take to - 
be more holy than any other place, as they did, and give 
great reverence by uncovering the: Head, and bending the 
Knee, and upon entrance into it, bowing to the Eaſt and 
Altar plated therein. And keep the annual Feaſt of Dedica- 
tion, Wake or Paganalia, as the Papiſt and the Heathen be- 
fore them did. Of all which, not one word in all the New 
Teſtament. 
«kv, 1n the Eifthly, Do we not alſo ſymbolize with them in the Pricſt- 
Prictthov:!. hood, who ar2 principally to Miniſter in thoſe places of 
Worſhip ? | 
\.. Orders. Hare they Superior Prieſts, viz. Biſhops and Arch-biſhops, 
in the room of the Heathen-Flamias and Arch-Flamins for Sa- 
cerdotal Service in Provinces and Diocelles ? So have we. 
2. Diſtiati- Have they Inferior Prieſts,diſtinguiſhed by Dignities, Names 
Oi. and Services, as Deans, Chapters, Prebends, Arch-Deacons, 
to Miniſter in Cathedrals ; and Parſons, Vicars and Curatcs 
to officiate in Pariſhes? So we. 
3. Habits» Have they proper diſtinguiſhing Habits for their Clergy, 
and particular Veſtments for their holy Miniſtrations, as Alhs, 
Surplices, Chaſubles, Amicts, Gowns, Copes, Maniples, 
Zones, &c ? So we. 


Of all which, not one word in all the New Teſtament, 


'The 
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That we do Symbolize with them in the Ordination of the Prieſtliood, 
take a brief Parallel of the Pontificials, viz. the Romith and 


the Ezg liſl:, 


Romiſh Pontifical | 


4. Ordination. 1. J-= Ordinati- 

onum ſunt, (5c. 
the times of Ordination are the Sabbaths, 
in omnibus quatuor temporibus, Rom. Pontif. de 
ordinibus conferends. 


2. Ordination?s ſacrorum Ordinum, the 
Ordination of Holy Orders ſhall be in the 
times appointed, and in the Cathedral 
Church with the Canons of the ſaid Church, 
being preſent thereat, ſhall be publickly Ce- 
_ in the time of Divine Ecrvices 
Ibi4. 

3+ They are taken to the Order of Pres- 
byters, who have continued in the Office of 
a Deacon at leaſt a whole year, except for 
the profit and neceſſity of the Church it 
ihall otherwiſe ſeem good unto the Biſhop. 
Itit, 

4. Epiſcopus autem Sacerdotibus. But the 
the Biſhop, Prieſts being adjoyned to him 
and other prudent men «k1lfull in the Divine 
Law, and Exercis'd in Eccleftaſtical Fun&i- 
ons , ſhall diligeutly Examine the perſons 
Agc»---of him that is to be Ordainet]. 

5. Nullis a4 Ordlinem---Nonc ſhall be ad- 
mitted to the Order of a Deacon beforc he 
be 22 years old, nor to the Order of Pres- 
bytery before the 25th year of his Age. 


6, Archit-diaconis offerens----The Arch- 
Deacon preſenting thule who are tu be pro- 
moted to the Order of Deacons ( each of 
rhem being decently habited ) unto the Bi- 
ſhop, fittiug in his ſeat before the Altar, 
iaith, Reverend Father----- 

7. The Biſhop ſhall aſk, No vou know 
them to be worthy ? The Arch-Deacon ſhall 
Anſwer, As much as humane frailty ſuffers 
me to know, 1 know and teltifie that they 
arc wort!1y. 


, 


Eel iſh Pont ifical, 


I. V E declare that no Deacons, 
or Miniſters be Ordainec, 
but only upon the Sundays immediately fol- 
lowing, Fejuns quatnor temporum, commonly 
call'd Ember-wecks, Coiltit. & Can. Eccl. 
Can. 31s 
2. And this be done in the Cathedaal or 
pariſh-Church, where the Biſhop reſ1deth, 
and in the time of Divine Service, in the 
preſence not only of the Arch-Deacon, but 
of the Dean. 714. 


2. And here it mnſt he declared unto the 
Deacon, that he mult continue in that Office 
the ſpace of a whole year, except for rea- 
ſonable cauſes it ſhall otherwiſe ſeem goo.l 
unto the Biſhop. The Book of Ordering 
Prieſts and Deacons. 

4. The Biſhop, before he admit any per- 
fon to holy Orders, ſhall diligently Examine 
tilm in the preſence of thoſe Mirifters that 
ſhall affift him at the Impoſitioa of hands, 
Cans 35e 


5. Nane ſhall be admitted a Deacon, ex- 
cept he be 23 years of Age, and every 
man which is admitted a Prief ſhall be full 
24 ycars old : The Preface to th: manner an4 


form of making Prieſts and Deacons. 


6. The Arch-Deacon or his Deputy ſhall 
preſent unto the Biſhop ( fitting in his 
Chair near to the Holy Table) ſuch as 
defire to be Ordained Deacons ( each of 
them being decently habited ) ſaying theſe 
words, Reverend Father---- 

7. The Biſhop ſhall ſay----Take heed 
that tho perſons whom you prelent unto 
us be apt and meet for their learning---- 
"The Arch-Deacon ſhall Anſwer, I have in- 
ynired of them, and alſo examin'd tnem. 
and think them fo to bes 

8. Tho 


&. The Biſhop ſhall ſpeak to the Clergy 
201 People, If any one hath ought againtt 
rhe perſons, let him come forth, and with 
Confidence peak for Go ant! betore Gods 


9. Laſtly, the Biſhop takes and delivers 
to them all the Book of the Golpel, laying, 
Receive the power of reading the Goſpel in 
the Church of God. 

12. The Biſhop ſhall ſay, the Miniſters 
and Chaplains anſwering, Lord have mercy 


upon us ; O God, tlie Father of Heaven, 


have mercy upon us; O God, the Son, Re- 
deemer of the World, have mercy upon us 3 
that it may pleaſe thee to bleſs, ſan{tihe and 
conſecrate theſe Eleft. R. We belcech thee 
to hear us, good Lord. 
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8. Ther the Biſhop ſhall fay to the Teo- 
ple-----Brethren, if there be any of you, 
who knoweth any Impediment, or notable 
Crime in any of the!c perſons, -let him come 
forth in the name of Guil, and ſhew was 


It IS. 


9. Then the Biſhop ſhall deliver to every 
one of them the New Teſtament, laying , 
Take thee Authority to read the Goſpel it 
the Church of God. 

10. The Biſhop, with the Clergy an! 
People,ſhall fing or ſay the Letany : O Got 
the Father of Heaven have mercy on mile- 


rable ſinners ; O God the Son, Redeemer of 


the Warl.l, have mercy on ns; that it may 
pleaſe thee to bleſs theſe thy ſervants. Re- 
ſpon. We belcech thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 


11. They Sing one and the ſame:Hymn, only the one 1s in Zatir, the other in Engliſh. 


Yeni Creator Spiritus, 
Mentes tuarum viſita, ©. 


12. The Biſhop ſhall lay his hands upon 
the. heads of each of them , kneeling upon 
their knees before him, ſaying toevery one, 
Receive the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe fins thou 
doſt forgive, they are forgiven ; and whole 
{ans thou doſt retain, they are retained. 


123+ The peace of God be always with 
you, the bleffing of God Almighty, the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, deſcend upon 
YOU. 


Come Holy Gu. oft, our Souls inſpire, 
And lighten with Celeſtial fire. 


12, The Biſhop ſhall lay his hands ſeve- 
rally upon the heads of every one, that re- 
ccive the Order of Prielthood, the Recei- 
vers humbly kneeling upon their knees, and 
the Biſhop ſaying, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
whole f1ns thou doit forgive, they are for- 
given; anil whole fins thou doeſt retain, 
they are retained. 

13. The peace of God----And the ble 
ſ1ng of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and remain 
with you always, Amen. 


Of all which Progreſs, not one word in all the New Teſtament. 


AND 
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| ND as a further Confirmation of our Symbolizing 

with Popery 1n our Rites and Service, take a few In- 
ſtances. 

Firſt, That the Papiſts not only ſo long approv'd our Li- 
turgy, and kept their Communion 1n our Church in that Wor- 
ſhip, as before Remark't from Dr. More ; but alſo, that the 
Popes themſelves have offered to Confirm the ſame, as octor 
Morton's Appeal diſcovers ; and that Pope Pizs the 4th, and Extlicar. que: 
Gregory 13. offered to Queen Elizabeth to Confirm the En- i!lut 4. p. 45. 
Eliſh Liturgy, as Camden in the Life of Queen Elizabeth te. © 212 
ſtifes. Dr. Boys produceth the Pope's Letter, and Briftow's 
Approbation in his 39th Motive. 

And that the Jeſuite, Dr. Carryer, faith, That the Common 
Prayer and Catechiſm contain nothing contrary to the Romiſh Ser- 
vice, Mountague aſlerts, that our Service is the ſane in moſt 
things with the Church of Rome, and that the Differences are xot 
ſo great, that we ſhould make any ſeparation. 

Two famous Inſtances more we have mentioned in a Book, Common Pryer - 
called, The Common Prayer-book, Unmaiked, p. 9. One of a Je- 99Unmasgd, 
ſuite, who coming not many years ſince to the Service at Pauls, *”* 
declared be lik't it excecding well ; neither had he any Exception to 
it, but that it was not done by our Prieſts. 

The other that upon the Pope's Bull, that Interdifted Queen 
Elizabeth, Secretary Walſingham, procured two perſons 10 come 
into England from the Pofe , to whom he ſhew'd the London ard 
Canterbury Service (in their Cathedrals) im all the Pomp of it ;; 
who thereupon declared, that they wondred the Pope ſhould be fo ill 
informed and adviſcd to interditt a Prince, whoſe Service and Ce- 
remonies ſo ſymboliz'd with his own ;, and therefore returaing to 
Rome, zhey poſſeſs'd the Pope, that they ſaw no Service, Ceremonies - 
or Orders in England, but might very well ſerve in Rome ; where- 
upon the Bull was Kecalled. | 

As to the taking of Colle&ts out of the Maſs-book, 'tis faid Objeftion 4. 
by the Reſolver, P. 43+ That if thoſe prayers are good, nhich ke 
ajſirms to be very good, then ſuch a ſymbolizing, he ſaith, cannot 
make them bad. 

To which it is Reply'd, that the goodneſs or badneſs of _4/wer. 
Worſhip and Service, as to the matter and form, is to he mea- 
fured not by our Fancies, but the Rule of God's Word : But 


we do not find any ſuch pattern of ſhreds of Prayers w—_ 
eds, 


Objc 4; WP» 
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les, to be ſaid or ſung, though ſuch like things Pope Gregory 
foind ia the Ritual of Numa Pompilizs, which were ſaid or 
lung, in their proceſſions to their Gods. The Alcaron, Tal- 
mud and Apocrypha, may have, as we ſuppoſe, good things 
in them, as well as the Pagan and Papal Maſs-books ; muſt we 
therefore put them into our prayers ! 

Therefore this kind of ColleCting we mult, by his favour, 
jadge bad, becauſe not to be found in Chriſt's, but in the 
Heathen and Antichriſtian platform, and as not being of Di- 
vine, but meer Humane Invention; and therefore having been 
abuſed to Idolatry, ought to be rejected by us, becauſe we are 
commanded not to take off the Babyloniſh Materials, a correr, 
2197 a foundation-ſtone, Jer. 51.26. Nor to make ſuch a linſey- 
woolſey Medley in God's Worſhip, Lev. 19.19. Nor to ſwear 
by the Lord and by AZalchim, Zeph. 15. being required to tabe 
heed to our ſelves, that we be not inſuared, and that we do not in- 
grire, ſaying, How did theſe Nations ſerve their Gods ? even ſo 
will we do likewi'e : We are Commanatd not to do jo unto the Lord 
our God : But that whatſoever God commands, that we are to ob- 
ſerve and ds, not adding thereto, or diminiſhicis therefrom, Deut. 
E2. 30, CC. 

The Learned 27accovirs, upon Lev. 19. 19. ſaith, That the 
ſacred Rites of Idoliziors, thorgh rhcy be things in themſelves indife 
ferent, are not 19 be retained, becauſe all Conformity with Tdol:ucrs 
5 ty be avoided ;, aS alio faith Zanchy, Tuninr, Calvin, Beua, 
Alters, Danes, yea Lyra, though a Papi. 

But what do you ſay to the Lords Praycr ? muſt we forbcar 
that too, becauſe we find it in their Maſs-book, though fo 
politively Injoyn'd by Chrilt to ule it, who bids us exprelly, 
Lil,11.2. that when we pray, we ſhould fay, Orr Fiber, &c? 
Therefore whoever vill pray it, or neglect it, we muſt pray 
that very ſet-form of prayer in thoſe very words When wc 
Pray ? 

To which we ſay, that it is a great miſtake to ſuppoſe, 
that Chriſt hereby in this Scripture has appointed this to be a 
jer-form to be praycd by all in theſe preſcript words, when 
we pray unto God: For then it would be unlawtull touſe any 
other words, than theſe hercin exprelled in our prayers ; and 
that the Diſciples and Apoſtles ſinned in uling other words in 
thoſe their prayers, we read of in Scripture ; and fo does the 
Church of E:5/aid in forming ſo many Collects and Prayers. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Church of Rome and England alſo are great 
tranſgreilors, to preſume to vary from Chriſt's Precept, in al- 
tering or adding to the form of words expreſſed by Chriſt in 
this 11 of Zyke, for ſo they have done—-they ſay, Forgive u; 
our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them mho treſpaſs againſt 1 : when 
there are no ſuch words in Chriſt's Prayer ; his words arc, 
Forgive ws our ſins ( or Debts, agunuala ) for we alſo forgive 
every one that is indebted to ws. And add alſo the Doxology, 
which is not in this Prayer, Zuke 11. But you'll ſay as to the 
Doxology, it is expreſled by Chriſt at the end of the ſame 
Prayer in his Sermon on the Mount, Marth. 6. It is very true, 
It is ſo, where he delivers this Prayer not as a Set-form, 
but a Pattern of Prayer, AFTER THIS MANNER PRAY 
YE, ws, to this purpoſe , and which is an Explanation of 
what he ſays, Zuke 11.2. when you pray, ſay, Our Father ; 
that is, after this manner : and which can only be a warrant 
io the Church of England, or any other, to make ſuch altera- 
tions ; Chriſt no more intending to tye the Diſciple, who de- 
fired to be inſtructed how to pray to this form of words, nor 
any other Diſciple, than he did the 12 Diſciples, when he 
ſent them out to preach with this word of Command, Marth. 
10.7. Preach, ſaying, the Kingdom of Heaven ts at hand ; that 
they ſhould thereby be tyed to thoſe very words in their 
Preaching (and preach nothing elſe) : but as this was given 
as a Text or Theme to preach by, ſo the other to pray by. 
The Diſciple who propoſes the queſtion, ver/e 1. delires that 
they might be taught to pray, as John taught his Diſciples ; 
but ſuch a ſet-form of Prayer we find not, that John in his 
teachings gave to his Fas neither do we find that any of 
Chriſts Diſciples or Apoſtles did pray this very Prayer, to 
which our Expolitors do agree. | 

Grotins faith on Luke 11. 2. That Chriſt herein teacheth us 4 
Compendium of thoſe things we are to pray for, at that time the 
mere not bound to the uſe of ſo many —_m_s and ſyllables. As alto 


Tertullian, Cyprian, Muſculws, Cornelins Alapide , and Auſt ire 


himſelf faith, Liberum. eſt, It is free for us to ask the ſame 
vings in the Lords Prayer, Alits, atque aliis verbs, ſometimes 
ne way, ſometimes another. 
Doth not Paul tell us expreſly, He knew not What to pray. for, 
but as the ſpirit gave him utterance ? Rom. 8. But he did know 


what to pray for, if this was to be his preſcript form. __ 
| F Tertnl- 


9%: 
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' Tertullian ſaith, They prayed, ſine Monitore, without 4 
Menitor Cor Common-Prayer-Book] And Socrates tells us, 
That among all the Chriſtians of that Age, ſcarce two were ro be 
found that uſed the ſame woras in Prayer, 

Chryſoftom on Rom. 8. Homil. 14. faith, With other Gifts 
they bad the G ift of Prayer, which wa alſo called, the Spirit ; 
and he who had thu Gift did pray for the whole Mulritade, for 
what was expedient unto the Church; and alſo did inftrutt others 
to Pray. 

And though we find neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles im- 
poſe this nor any other Form of Prayer to be uſed by us, 
(but that we pray in the Spirit, aud praiſe in the Spirit, and 
that God being a Spirit, ſeeketh and accepteth ſuch Worlhip- 
pers) yet we find the Popes and their Councils impoſing this 
and other Lyturgical Forms. 

The Council of Toledo, Anno 618. decreed in the gth 
Canon, That every day, both mm publick, and private W, orſhip, 
wone of the Clergy omit the Lords Prayer, under pain of Depoſt> 
rion; ſince ((ay they) Chriſt hath preſcribed thu ſaying, When 
you pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. And how formally and cat- 
nally, ifnot [dolatrouſly, has the Pater Neſter been muttered 
over by the ſuperſtitions Papiſts ever ſince ? 

And may we not enquire, whetber in the following Par- 
ticulars we do net ſymbolize with the Romiſh Worſhip 
herein ? 

1. Firſt, By enjoyningand impoſing this as a Set Form, as 
they do, without the ſanction of any ſacred Text to warrant 
our ſo doing. 

2. Seeondly, Ry an often Repetition of the ſame Form in 
the fame Exerciſe, three or four times at leaſt, inſomuch that 
in Cathedral Services it is ſaid or ſung ten or twelve times a 
day, contrary to Chriſt's expreſs words, viz. That when we 
Pray, we ſhould nov make vain Repetitions, as the Heathen de z 
for they think that they ſhall be heard for their mach ſpeaking, 
Mat. 6. 7. | 

3. Thirdly, By enjoyning the whole Congregation, both 
men and women, to repeat the ſame after the Prieſt, though 
ne ſuch Direction by Chriſt ; nay, he forbids Women to pray 
or propheſte inthe Church, 1 Cor. 14. 34, &e. 

_ 4. Fourthly, In ſinging this Prayer in Cathedrals, by Re- 
ſponſes of Prieſt and People with Muſick, without the leaſt 
divine Authority for ſach Sowg-Praging. The 
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The Reſolver goes on, p. 43. Or Brethren, [ ſaroly] wil Objeftion. a 


5 of reading the Scriptures, as they do, viz. Epiſtles, Goſpels, 
Pſalms. 

To which we ſay, We do ſarely allow of reading the 
oor but not as they do, eſpecially in thoſe Epiftles, 
Goſpels and Pſalms, which are given us inthe Liturgy, for 
the folowing Reaſons: - 

Firſt, Becauſe the Epiſtles, Goſpels and Pſalms, in the 
Service-Book, are miſ-tranſlated, teing taken from thecor- 
rupt vulgar Latine- Bible, which is fo extream faulty, and 
{o much complained of by the learned, both Proteſtants and 
OUETS. 

Secondly, Becanſe what they call Epiſtles and Goſpels are 
fo curtaPd ard mangled, that they become quite another 
fhing than the Evangeliſts intended in the Goſpels, or the 
Apoktles 1 their Epiitles, altogether ruining the ſcope and 
COnnex1on in alvers places, as may be inſtanced in numerous 
particulars, it need were. 

Thirdly, Becaule they have been the Inventions of the 
Popes, who have ſo advlterated Chriſts pure Worſhip and 
Service, to parch up their Idolatrous faſs-Service, which 
Gregory (callcd ) the Grear compleated, as before, fixing and 
appropriating the Epiſtles, Goſpels and Pſalms to the Mat- 
tins and Even-Songs throughout the Year,as the Romiſh Calen- 
dar, whofe Copy ('tis ſuſpeCted) we imitate, writes after. 

Fourthly, That whilſt itis ſuppoſed we may be inſtructed 
in the Leſlons ordered to be read npon the (fo called) Sun- 
days and Hely- Days, through the whole Bible, they have 
omitted ſo much of the Canonical Seriptures, as the greateſt 
part of Leviticus, Ruth, Chronicles Nehemiah, Eſther, Can- 
ticles, Lamentations, Amos, Obadiah, fonab, Nabum, Zepha- 
mah, Haggas, The ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalomians, the ſecond 
and third of Feb», and moſt part of the Revelationz inſtead 
of which, ſeveral parts of Apocryphal Writings are read, which 
are eſteemed by the Learned, to be fabulous, and favouring 
of the too much adored Vanities of Gentsls/m. | 

Fifthly, Becauſe they have omitted all the Qriginal Titles 
or Inſcriptions of the Pſalms, which are part of the holy Scrip- 
tures, which have ſo great a tendency to unfold the myſteries 
inthe Pſalms, and inſtead of them retain the Popiſh Latine 


Titles, printed oyer our Engliſh Pſalms. 
P 4... Sixthly, 


- 
- 


(44) 


Sixthly, becauſe of thoſe additions which are made to the 


- Ycriptures.therein as, To the 14 Pſalm 3 whole verſes which 


are Not in any of the Original Copies, and Gloria patri 
to -the conclufion of feveral Pſalms, ordering it to be faid 
at the reading of. every Pſalm, contrary to Dent. 4.2. Prov. 
30.6. Rev. 22.18. 

Seventhly, becauſe the Epiſtles and Goſpels are ordered to be 
fung as well as faid without the leaſt warrant or direftion from 
The Scriptures. | 

Eighthly, becauſe it is ordered in the Rubrick to ſit at the 
reading of the Epiſtles, and to ſtand up to bow and ſcrape, 
and Reſpond at the Goſpel, without any warrant or direCtion 
from the Scriptures. 

Ninthly,becauſe ofthe diſorderly chopping and interchang- 
ing of Scriptures, by way of Colloguy, betwixt the Prieſt and 
People, wiz. The Lord be with thee, muſt the Prieſt ſay: 
Azd with thy ſpirit, muſt the people ſay : Oper our lips, muſt 
the Prieſt fay : And let our Mouths ſhew forth thy praiſe, muſt 
the People fay And bandying ſo cften the Kyriceleiſon and 
Chriſtceleiſon, Lord have mercy upon us,Chriſt have mercy upon us, 
betwixt Prieſt and People : for which no Rule of direCtion 
from Gods word, but exprefly found in the Maſs-book. 

How faulty the Zirzrgy appeared in many of theſe things, 
to many learned Epiſcopal Divines, is manifeſt by that Paper 
which was drawn up Aro. 1647. Touching Innovations in 
Dotftrine and Diſcipline of the Church of England, together 
with Conſiderations upon the Common Prayer ; and ſubſcri- 
bed by HR Uſher, Dr.Willams Biſhop of Lincoln, Dr. 
Prideax.after B.otWorſeſter,Dr.Browning,afterB.of Exeter,Dr. 
Hacker, afterwards Bilhop of Coventry and Litchfield, Dr. 
Ward, Dr. Featly, &c. and preſented to the then Parliament; 
wherein they gave 35 Exceptions againſt ſeveral things inthe 
Liturgy. &nd amongit others, againlt the corrupt Tranſlation 
of the Epiſtles,and Goſpels,and Pſalms; Againit the Apocrypoy 
enjoyned to be readinthe Leſſons; Againſt Singing of Service; 
Againſt adding Gloria Patri to the Plalms; Againſt the 
Hymns taken out of the Maſs-Book,viz. Beredicite oninia opera, 
ve oainſt, Prieſts Veſtments, enjoyn'd as were uſed, 24. E. 6. 
Againſt the ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm,which they ſay might 
aswcl] be omitted as theOyl which was heretofore its concomi- 
tent zfor theyt wenalways together;Againſt prohibiting times 


wif Narriage,&c. Ano- 
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Another Objection which ſhould have been ſpoken to be- Obje#10n: 
tore, and which we here add, is this, viz. That it may well 
be ſuppoſed, that the Nonconformiſts are very humerons in 
their groundleſs and unneceſlary ſcruples, whilſt they are of- 
fended with the Church for that her Ancient and Reverend 
PraCtiſe of Bowing at the Name of Feſ#s, enjoyn'd in the 18th 

ancn ; and for which they have that politive direQtion and 
Command, Ph1l.2.10. to warrant it. 

It 1s very true, they are indeed offended at that piece ( as Anſwer, 
they conceive) of vollentary humility and Will-worſhip, be- 
cauſe there is no more ground for Bowing at the mentioning 
of that Name, either from that or any other Scripture, than 
for Croſling our ſelves when that name is named. 

For, firſt, if it he a Command (as ſuppoſed) univerſally to 
bow at the mentioning thoſe Syllables, and that Name 7eſ, 
then are all both in Heaven, Earth, and under the Earth, Men, 
Angels and Devils obliged thereto, whenever that Name is 
mentioned ; bc it either by a Wicked mans blaſphemouily 
ſwearing by it, or a drunken Prieſts | ape muttering 
it, or the mentioning Jeſus the Son of Syrach, or Bar Feſus 
the Conyurer. 

And, ſecondly, if the ſuppoſed Command muſt be under- 
ſtood to relate to the naming the name of our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer ; it muſt then be conſidered which of his Names muſt 
be meant, becauſe he hath many names in Scripture, as Chriſt, 
Immanuel, Jehovah, Wonderfull, the Everlaſting Father, Saviour, 
Redeemer, Son of God, Prince of Peace, King of Kings, Lord of 
Lords, &c. Any of which being much more properly to be 
underſtood here, than this of Jeſus, becauſe it is at the name of 
Jeſus, viz. ſome name of his, and not the Name Teſs that 1s 
to be bowcd to. 

Thirdly, Neither can that name be ſuppoſed to be meant 
here, Becauſe it relates to a name the Father gave him after 
his Death, Suffering and Exaltation, as the words make ma- 
nifeſt ; and therefore not that name Jeſus, which was given 
him at his Circumciſion, before his ſaid ſuffering and exalta- 
tion. 

Neither, fourthly, can this ſenſe be admitted as a litera] 
Command, that all muſt bow the Knee at that Name, becauſe 
at the ſame time all and every one which make thar reverence 
with the knee, are enjoyned with their mouths, to declare __ 

be 
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e153 the Lord,to the glory of God theFather,for they are joyn'd 
cogether; and why is not one perform'd as well as the other ? 
Therefore, fifthly, it doth neceſſarily reſpect another 
thing, than Reverencing the ſyllables of a Namez-viz. that 
Power, Authority and Sovet aignity which the Father gave 
him in Glory, as a Reward of his Suffering, which he him- 
felf declarcd aſter his ReſurreCtion, Mat. 28. That all Power 
was givenhim in Heaven & Earth, Epheſ 28. This bowing in the 
Name of Chriſt in this place, being by the Prophet, //a. 4.5. 
23, 24. explained a Subfection of all tothe univerſal Autho- 
riry that he ſhall exercile. Name often ſignifying Power 1n 
Scripture, Deut. 26 19, Gen. 6.4 Pſal. 44 5.20.1. 7. And 
therefore is thisvery Subj:Rion mentioned in the I ext of a 
univerſal bowing the Knee to his Authority, referred to t!:- 
Judgment day, wien all, both Hen, Angels and Devils muſt 
; be ſubjeR to hi:n, Rom. 14.11. And it is obſervable that the 
words are # 79 TH IN the Name, not at the Na ne 
of Feſus, wit. Inhis Power and Authority, bing not a Com- 
mand, but a Prophelie when ir ſhall be fulhll:d and accom- 
pliſhed, when there $shall be that univerſal ſubjz*tion to the 
Soveraignity of Chriſt, That every Tonzme jhall confeſs, that be 
* Lord, tothe Gliry of God the Father, as the after words me1- 
tion. And which $hall be, when heshall exert that Power 
tat Is inherent in him, to ſubjeR all Nations to his Avtho- 
rity, when he takes to himſclt his greac Power, and reigns, 
when the Kingdoms of this World shall become the K1:;- 
goms of our Lord,whennpon his Veſture and bis Thigh $þall 
a Name be written, KING of Kings, and LORD of Lords ; 
and wher, all ſhall be gathered before bm in the Tudrinent Day : 
Which I conceive 1s the true genuine ſenſe and meaning of 
theſe words, and no ſuchthingas a ſuperſtitious bowing at 
the Syllables of that Name, intended, which has been ſo uni- 
verſally practiſed and enjoyned to the juſt Offence of the Con- 
icientious, who have not an implicit Faith to believe as the 

Church believes. 
 _, Fifthly, Their ſymbolizing with Popery in Impoſitions and 

impoſition © perſecutions of Dilſenters. 

Fexſorntion. Have and do the Papiſts violently impoſe their Rites, Ser: 
vices and Ceremonies, and cruelly proſecute and perſecute 
the Dsſſemters by Confiſcations, Impriſonments, and Death it ſelf ? 
Do not we by our SangainaryLaws and Executions ofthem - 

tg 


the very ſame, and whereof not one word of warrant in ali 
the New Teltament ? And how agrecable ſuch a practice is ts 
the Lamb-liks Nature of Chriſt, and his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers, as alſo to the DoCtrines and Sentiments of many of 
your own Worthies, as wellas the Suftrage of ſeveral of our 
Kings and Parliaments, jadge you. 

And whereof I beg leaveto give you the following Inſtan- ,,. F 

ces, (viz.) we thall begin with the famous Fewell, who notes Bi z Jeweits 
it out of Chry/effom, Homil. on Mat. 19. * Doth the Sheep P"9)?48- 
«eyerperſecute the Wolf ? no, but the Wolf the Sheep; to 943: 
<« Cain perſecuted Abel,not Abel, Cain; {0 Iſhmael perſecuted 
&« Iſaac, not Iſaas, Iſhmael; ſo the Fems, Chriſt, nox Chriſt the 
« Fews; 10 Hereticks the Chriſtians, not Chriſtians Hereticks 
« Whereby (faith Fewe#) he plainly implyes, That Perſe- 
<« cution for Conſcience ſake jsa very Unchriſtian or ANT 1- 
« CHRISTIAN Symptom. And {martly again in the ſame 
Homily —* He that is a Perſecutor is no Sheep of Chriit's, 
« but a Wolf, which ſaith a Mas, ſhould make any man afraid 
©to feel any perſecutive motion arile in his breaſt, as being 
<« Indications cf a Cainiſh, Iſhmaclitiſh and Wolfih Nature, 
* and a certain ſign that he 1s none of the Sheep of Chritt. 

The Icarned Dr. Afoore, 1n his Preface to the ILftery of Dy. Aowe. 
Godlineſs,hath many plain and pertinent pallages to this poinr, 
allerting, * Thtt 1t 1s an Antichriſtian uſe of Church-Go- 
<« yernment to circCt it to the upholding of uleleſs or mil- 
<« chievous Opinions, ſcandalous Ceremonies and enſnaring 
<« Inventions of men. And what 1s it, (faith he) but a No- 

« torious Specimen of Pride, thus toferce others to acknow- 
«ledge, by making them profeſs to be of their Opinion ? 
« And what but Injuſtice and barbarons Cruelty to afflict men 
« for what they cannot help, and in what they do not ſin ? 
« And what but plain Rebellion againſt God to wreſt his 
&« Scepter out of his hand, by which he ruleth in the Conſci- 
<« ences of men, ard to uſurp this Empire to themlelves ? 
And again, laſtly, faith he, © A mutual Agreement in bear- 
<« ing with one anothers Difſents in the Non-fundamentals of 
«Religion, is really a greater Ornament of Chriſtianity, 
«than the moſt exat Uniformity imaginable, it being an 
« eminent Exerciſe of Charity, the flower of all Chriſtian 
Graces, and the beſt way, 1 think, at the long-run,to make the 
« Church as uniform as can juſtly be deſired. Thus far the gh 
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Wr. Chillin To this purpoſe alſo the great Cyillingworth in his 4! 
worth. Chapter, Set. 16. ſpeaks thus : *© This preſumptuous Im- 
<« poſing of the ſenſes of man upon the words of God, and the 
« ſpecial ſenſes of men upon the general words of God, and 
<& laying them upon mens Coniciences together, under the e- 
<« qual penalty of Death and Damnation. This vain conceit 
« that we can ſpeak of the things of God, better than in the 
« words of God : This Deifying our own Interpretations,and 
« tyrannous Inforcing them upon others ; This reſtraining 
< of the word of God from that latitude and generality, and 
& and the Underſtandings of men from that liberty wherein 
« Chriſt and his Apoſtles leftthem, is and hath been the on- 
<« ly foundation of all the Schiſns of the Church, and that 
<. which makes them Immortal, the common Incendiary of 
« Chriſtendotn, and that which tears in pieces, not the Coat, 
<< but the Bowels and Members of Chriſt, Ridente Turca, nec 
« dolente Judeo : Take away theſe walls of ſeparation, and all 
* will quickly be one ; take away this perſecuting, burning, 
<« Curling, damning of men, for not ſubſcribing to the words 
« of them as the words of God; let thoſe leave claiming In- 
« fallibility who have no title to it ; and let them who in 
« words diſclaim it, diſclaim it alſo in their Actions : In a 
« word, take away 1yranny,which is the Devils Inſtrument to 
* {apport Errors, and Superſtitions, and Impieties in the 
ſeveral parts of the world, which could not otherwiſe long 
withſtand the power of Truth ; I ſay take away Tyranny 
and reſtoreChriſtians to their juſt and full liberty of Capti-' 
vating their underſtandiags to Scripture only,and as Rivers 
when they have a free paſſage run all to the Ocean; ſo it 
may welljbe, hoped by Gods bleſſing, that Univerſal liberty 
*© thus Moderated, may quickly reduce Chriſtendom 
to Peace and Unity. Theſe thoughts of peace, ſaith he, 
< I am perſwaded come from the God of peace, and to his 
bleſſing I commend them. | 
This Book of Mr. Chilingworths was licenſed by R. Bayly 
Vicechancellor of Oxford Dr. Purideaux Reg. Profeſs ? Dr. 
Fell, and Dr. Stradline. 
Dr. Stilling- And Dr. Srilling fleet moſt excellently in his Irenicum to the 
fiet. fame purpoſe, tells us in the preface © That Chriſt who 
| < came to take away the Inſapportable Yoke of the Jewiſh 
< Crremonies,certainly did neyer intend to gall the Necks of 
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Diſciples mith an other inſtead of it, and it would be ſtrange 
the Church would require more than Chrifl bimſelf did, and 


make more conditions of Communion then our Saviour did of 


Diſc zple ſhip. 

1 he Grand Conmiſſion the Apoſtlcs were ſent out with was 
only to teach what Chriſt had commanded them, not the leaſt 11- 
rmation of any power gizen them to impoſe or require eny thing 
beyond what he hn ſelf bad ſpoken to ther, or they were deretted 
to by the inmeadjate exuidence of tre S pirat of God > And again 
Declares thus, that withont controverſy the main of all the Di- 
ſtrattions, Confuſrens, and Diviſious of the Chriftian World, 
hath been by Adaing other Conditions of Church Communion then 
C briſt bath ao. 

And {peaking of the Grand Reaſon our firſt Compilers cf 
the Common Prayer had i: taking in ſo much of the popiſh 
Service, ghick was to gain over the Papilts to them, Defires 
th::t their Charity ther. in to the Papiſts may not be aBreach 
ofCharity tothe Proteſtants © his words are theſe, 

Ard Certarsly thoſe holy men wko did *ſcck b, any means to 
Drew in others at ſuch a Drſtance from the Principles as the 
Pap'jis wers, aid never mmtend by what they did for that end to 
F x«lade any Truly Tender Cor ſerences from their Communion 3 
Tht wh ch ty lid 45 @ Bait for thn, was new intended by 
thew as a. Heok for thr ſe of ther own Profeſſion, 

Dr. T«ylor in his Dutfor Dubitantiinm tells us wittily, that 
fo: a Triil ng Cauſ- to Cut off a man ( which our Lay Cn 
cell's |- fanaliarl; a2) from che Communion of the Church 
is;odo as the man inthe Fable, cſpying 2 Fly upon +15 
N. ighhours Ferehvad; went to bear it cff with a Hatcher, 
and {© ſtrook out his Brains, 

Dr. Tilleſon in his Sermon before the Parliament on Luke 
3.55 Pager56 You know not what manxcy of Spirit you are of ? 
Which us as if he ha4 ſaid, you own y.ur {elves to be my Diſci- 
p!. +, bat do you Conſider whit Spirur wow Atts and Governs you, 
rot 1h4t (uely which my Dettrine Deſigns to moid and faſhion 

ou into, which 13 not (faith be) a Furious and Per ſecuting 
aid Dejtruttroe Spirit, but Jnld and gentle and ſaving, Tender 
of the Lives and Jmer:jis of nien cven of thoſe who are our 
Greateſt Encrirs, you are to Conſider that you are not now under 
the Retigh aud $:wre Diſpenſatien of the Law, but under the 
Calm and Feaceale Trſtutiition of the Goſpel, Tomhich the Spi= 
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rit of Elias though a good man would be altoger her ſuitable, 
bat under the Goſpel imollerable, for tht deſigns nniverſal love 
and peace and good will, and now no d:fferer.ce of Religion, no 
pretence of zeal for God and Chriſt, can warrant ard juſtify 
ey paſionate and ficrce thy vindicative and Exterminating 
Spirit. 

To theſe we might add the Worthy Sayings of Biſhop 
Uber, Davenant Hal!, which the Late Worthy Author of the 
Proteſtant Reconciler,harhFurniſhed us with and many more 
but let theſe Suffice only for a Concluſion: Take a Paſſage 
of the Lord Caſtlemains, A Great Papiſt Husband to the 
Dutches of Clevelind, in his Book 2gainſt Dr. Floyd. 

Sure ſaith he, theſe Men that Perſecrte Others are Beſide 
themſclves, for, if they ſhould go but to Reckon ther: ſclve up to- 
gether , with all their Aaherents, they would find they are rot 
the Sixth Part of the Reformed People in Englard; ard Adds, 
Pag. 18. That they have not mi.ch Reaſon to Rep#o7ch the 
Roman C.:1olicks for the Periſian Maſſacre, that of (:c/1id, 
and the Gu#- Powder Flt on the 5th of November . 605 Since 
that theſe Maſlacres were Committed, only upon thoſe Per- 
ſons whom Rome had Anathematiz'd, and Profcrib'd as Hc- 
reticks and Apoſtetes, and it was never known, That Roe 
perſecuted (as the Biſhops do) thoſe who Adhere to the ſame 
Doctrine and Faith with themfelves, and Eſtabliſhed an In- 
quiſiition againſt the ZBgets among them, nor againſt the 
Profeſſors of the Stricteit Piety. 

And -again tells us in another place, to this Purpoſe, That 
however the Prelates Complain of the Bloody Perſecution 
under Q. ary, that it is Manifeſt their Perſecution Ex- 
ceeds it, for under her ( Saith he ) there were not more 
then Two or Three Hundred aCtually put to Death, Where- 
as under their Perſecution there has above Treble that 
Number Been Stifled, Deſtroyed, and Ruined in their Eſtates 
Lives and Liberties, being ( as is moſt Remarkable ) Men 
for the moſt part of the ſame Spirit and Principle, with 


thoſe Proteſtants who Sufferred under the Prelates in Q. 
Maries Time, 


In the next place , as a further Witneſs againſt Impoſition 
and Perſecution ; Take the following Declared Senſe, 
and Syffrage of feveral of our Kings , v3z, 


Bede 


(51) 


Bede L. 1. ch. 26. tells us, That King Ethelbert Dezlared 
after he Profeſſed the Chriſt ian Religion, that he would compel 
none, Having been inſtrubted that it was contrary to the Chri- 
Fian Religion, which ought to be vellentary not compulſive. 

King James affir med, That for Coricord there is no nearer wa 
then diligently to ſeparate things neceſſary from unneceſſary, and 
beſtow all our labour , that we may agree in the things neceſſary, 
and that in things unneceſſary, which are mo3t of the Rites and 
Ceremontes, there may be a Chriſtian Liverty allowed. Apud 
Cauſ. Ep. ad Car. Perron. 

King Charles 1ſt. In his Declaration, Anno 1641. Sayeth 
thus : As for Differences among ſt our ſclues for matters ind fe- 
rent in their ewn Nature concerning Religion, we ſhall in ten- 
derneſs to any rumber of onr loving Swjtits very willingly eom- 
ply with the advice of our Parliament, that ſome Law my be 
made for the Exemption of Tender Conſcicnces, from puniſhment 
or Perſceution for ſucy Ceremonies, andin ſuch Caſes which by 
the !udgment of moſs mer. are held to be matters indifferent. 

Hu Preſent Majeſty im his Declaration from Breda , April 
4. Beſpeaks thus : We do declare a Liberty to Tender Conſci- 
ences, and that no man ſhall be d;ſquieted or called in qu-(tionfor 
Differences in Opinion, which do net diſtierb the Peace of the 
Kingdom. 

Which was alſs the Declared Sence of moſt of the Nobiliey 
and Gentry at that time to which they ſubſcribed their Names, 

His Majeſties Speech to both Houſes; Feb. 10. 1667. De- 
clares thus, viz. One thing more I hold riy ſelf Ovliged ro re- 
commend unto you at this Preſent, which that you would ſeri- 
ouſly think of ſome Courſe to beget 4 better Vuion and* Compe-= 
ſure in the minds of my Proteſtant Subjetts in matters of Rels- 
gion, whereby they may be induced, not only to fubmit quietly 
ro the Government, but alſo chearfully give their aſſiſt ance te 
the Snpport of it , And, 

In his Declaration of Indulgence, March 15. 1671. Saith 
That it was evident by the ſad experience of twelve years, that 
there was very little fruit of all thoſe forcible Courſes, and mas 
ny frequent wayes of Cecrcion that we have uſed for the redy- 
cing all erring or diſſenting perſons; Ana thereupon granted 
his Indulgence. 

Agnin in his Speech to hoth Honſes 1678, Says thus: / 
meet you here with the moſt earneſt deſire that man can have to 
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Unite the minds -of all my Sub jefts both to me, and one to another» 
end Reſolve it fhail be y-ur Fault if the Succeſs be not ſuitable 
to ny Deſires. ; 


Heretpon the Parliament in Obedience to bis Gracious Dirce 
tion, did afterwards for the Relieving ana better Uniting all 
his Proteftant Su#jetts; Declare mm their Vote Nemine Con- 
tradiccnte, Jan. 10 1680. 7 .:t at & the Opinion of this Houſe 
rht the Proſecution of Proteſtars Difſemers upon the Penal 
Laws, is ct this timegrievoers to the Subj. {t , a Weakning the 
Proteſt:nt Intreſt, en Encorravement to Popery, avd Dange- 
rous te tho Pence of the Kingdum, Ard No. 6 1680. Reſolved 
Nem:i:c Contradicente, Tt it is che Opinion of this Houſe 
that the Ails of Parliament m de ;n the Keizn of Q, E, and 
K. 1:mes 42ainft Popiſh R:cuſants, ournt not to be extended as 
gaij; Prat ſtant D jſenters, having d,vers Laws undir Cur ſto 
deratioa, as bus Majeji y d17-ted for the Reletving , Compoſing 
and Vriting the Proteſt nts vil having paſſ. d voto Houſes for, 
Rep-al-ns the 35th. of El.,7aun ch: 


Thus yeu ſee that Impoſution ar;4 Per: ention for Cor ence, 
aoth not only ſumbolize with Antichri/?, © 15 inthe m104cft Cone 
trad:ttion to the Nam?, iNatme, Gofpel,and folluwers of Cl. ijt, 
a violent iſr inger of the Lawgond light of nitiwre {of doing to 0- 
thers 4s he would be done unto] as wer as the Rovyul Law of le 
ving our Neighboriy as eur ſelves, and in utter eamity, not only 
ro theſe, nor thy Sentiments of our Learned and Great M: ny 
but of our Lattcr Kings and Parliaments. 


As a farther Ratification and Confirmation that our En- 
gliſh Service and Ceremony was from the Pop!j! Race and 
Succeſſion Take this following Hiſtorical Account ; Giv- 
en us by ſome Eminent Writers, and Famous Sons of the 
Church of England. 


Cambden in the Life of Queen Elizabeth, aſſizres us, Thet 
the Change of Religion was nct in her time Suddenly made biix 
by Little and little, by Degrees, for the Roman Religion Con- 
rixaed in the ſame State it was ; Firſt, a full Month and more, 
After the Death of Q, Mary , The 27th of December it was 
Toſlerated to have the Epiſtles, and Goſpels, the Ten Command« 
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ments, the Symbele, the Letany, andthe Lords Prayer, in the 
Fulgar Tongue : The Twenty Second of March the Parliament 
be:ng Aſemsled, the Order of Edw 6:1as Re-eſt atliſhtd, and by 
Alt of the ſame the whole uſe of the Lo1ds Supper Granted under 
both kinds :;, The 24th of June by the. Authority of that which 
Concerwd the Uniformity of publick, Prayers, and Adminiſtra- 
tron of the Sacraments, the Sacrifice ef the HM: fs was abolijncd, 
and the Liturgy in the Engliſh Tone more and more Eſtabliſh> 
ed, In the Month of July, the Oath of Allegiance was Propoſed 
to the Bijhojs, and other Perſons ;, Ana in Augult, Im:ges were 
thrown out of the Temples arid Cruurches, and Brohen and 
Burnt, 

Thus far Cambden Gives us thz Steps Qneen .Elz beth 
took in the R:formation, what She calt off by D:grees, and 
ſo Conlequerirly, what ſhe Retaized, Which: wis the Reſt 
of the Pomilh Rites and Ceremonies, and which She had a 
G-eat Loy- to, and Liking of which was the Reaſon there. 
was no Greacer Alteration. | 

Whercof we have this Account from Dr. Burnet, in Dr. Bnrnets 
i Tiſtory or Reformation. Hiſtory of 

Qneen Elizboth Ryceioing ſore Impreſſions in ber Fathers Reformation. . 
R161 in Ftvvity of [ſuch Old it1tes asheb + ſtill Retained, and 
ir her ow Notts, Levirg State, and fone Magnificence in 
R:ligton ( a5 ell as t1 every thing #2) She Thourhr that in 
her Brothers R-1g1 they 149 Stript it too mucl) of External Ore 
naments , aud hid made their Dottrane too N+rrow im ſome 
Points, thercfore Skeintended to have ſome things Enplained in 
mere General Terms, tia: ſo all Parties might be Comprehended 
by them, She Tuclined to keep, up Imazes i! Chu-ckes, and to have 
the Manner of Chriſts Preſence in the Sacrament , Left in ſeme 
Gerreral Words, That thoſe who Bilieved the Corporal Preſence 
mich: not be Drawn away from the Church, by too Nice an Ex- 
plan«tion if it. $9 far Dr. Barrer, 

In Purſuance of thefe Refolves the Qneen Attempts the 
Accomodating matters of Religion, 1o unto the Romfh 
Clergy as to tzxe them into the Communion of the Chnich 
of Enzland, as Dr. Heylin afirms ; She lo Effectually Com- 
paſſed that for fcveral years the Papiits Continued 1n the 

Communion of the Church , and when they did torſake it 
it was not becauſe they Approved not of our Liturgy, bnz 


upon.-politick Coſiderations , and becauſe the _ ot 
rene: 
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Trent had commapded It , and Pope Pi the 5th had Ex- 
communicated the Queen, and Diſchaxged her SubjeCts from 
their Allegiance, and made the Going, or not Going to 
Church, a $1gn DiſtiaCtive to Difference ;3' A Roman Catho- 
lick from an Englifn Proteſtant. 


Concerning which, take Dr. Helras own words in his 
Hiitory of Queen Eliz4beth, 

There paſt another Ai for Recommending and Impoſins the 
Book_rf Common Prayer and Administration of tne Sacraments 
according to [ach Alteration and Corretron as were made there- 
in by thoſc who were Appointed to Reviſe it ,, as before is ſaid; 
inthe purſuance of which Service, there was great care taken for 
the Expunging 4ll ſuch paſſages init, as might give any Scandal 
or Offence, to the Pop:jh Party, or be urged by them in their Ex< 
caſe for their not coming to Church, and joyning with the ret of 
the Congregation iu Cods Publich Vorſhip. 1n the Letany firjt 
made and publiſhed by VB Henry the Eighth, and afterwaras 
continued in the two Liturgies of K, Edward the fixth ; Therc 
was 4 Prayer to be delivered from the Tyranny and all the acte- 
ſtable enormities of the Biſhops of Rome, which was tho» ght ji; 
to be Expunged as giving matter of Scandal and Diſſatisf« (ton 
ro all that Party or that otherw:ſe wiſhed well ro that Reli: 101, 
In the j.r# Liturgy of K. Edward, The S:crament of the Lords 
Body was Delivered with this Benedittion ; That us to ſay, Tac 
Body of our Lord Fejits Chriſt, which was given for tic preſer- 
vation of thy Body, and Soul, to Life Everlaſting ; &c. Tye 
Blood of our Lord Feſus, &c. Which berry thought oy Cairin 
and his Diſciples, to g:ve ſome Conntenarce to the Groſs ond 
Carnal Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament ( which v4f[:th by 
the Name of Iranſuvitantiation in the Schzo! if Rorae, ) was 
Altered into this Form into the ſaid Liturgy, Th: 75 to fay, 
T ake and Eat this in Remembrance that Chr:(t dy: 2 jor thee,and 
feed on 1m in thy heart by Faith with Thank; viving ;, "ke and 

Drink this, &c. Brut the Revifors of the Boak j3y114d both 
Forms together, leaſt under colour of Regeftins a C.rnal, they 
might he thought alſo to Deny ſuch a Real Proſence as was De- 
fended in the writing of the Antient Fathers, upon whic: around 
ſhe Fxpanged alſo a while Rubrick at the end of 'the Commitnion 
Service, by which it was declared, that kneeling at the Partici- 
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ation of the Sacrament was required for no othey Reaſon then 
for the $ 1gnification of the humble aud grateful Achnowledgmens 
sf the Benefits of Chriſt, given therein unts the wortby RKoceive 
er, and to avoid that prophanation and diſorder which otherwiſe 
might have enſued, and net for giving any Adoration to the 
S.:cramental Bread anaWine there Bodily Received, or in regard 
of eny Keal or Eſſential Preſence of Chriſts Body aud blood, 
and to come cloſe to the Church of Rome, 2t was ordered by the 
weens Inquniitions ; That the Siucramental Bread which the 
Book Required only to be mage of the fineſt Flower ſhould be made 

round 1n faſlicn of the Wafers uſed inthe time of . Mary. 

She alſo Ordered that the Lords Table ſhould be placed where 
twe Altar ſtood that the Accujtomed Reverence fhould be niads at 
the Name of Ti ſus. 

Muſick, Rerayned in the Church, ard all the Old Feſtivals, 
obſerved with their ſeveral Eves, by which Complyances and Ex- 
punging of the paſſage before mentioned, the Buck, was made ſo 
paſſuble ameng ſt the Papiſts, that for ten years they generally Re- 
paired to ther Pariſh Churches without doubt rat as 1s af- 
firmed not only by Sir Edwerd Cook in kis Speech againſt Gar- 
net. and bis Chargeorven at the Aſſizes hild at Norwitch, br: 
alſo by the Queen her Jelf in a Letter to Sir Francis Walling- 
1m then ber Embaſſador in France. 

The ſzme Confeſſed by Sanders alſo, in his Book, De Schiſmae 
ze, and therefore Dr. Heil;n ina few Pages after, adds, viz, 
And now we may behold the Face of the Chyrch of England, as 
i* wa fir ft ſerled and Eft«blifyed under Q, Elizabeth , the Go- 
vernment of the Church by Arch-biſhops , and Biſhops, &c. The 
Litnrgy Conform to the Primitive Pattern [_17.. of Popery | 
and all the Rites and Ceremonies therein Preſcribed, Accomodae 
red ro the Honour of Gd, ard Encreaſe of Fitty , The Feſt:- 
vals Preſerved in their former Dignity, Obſerved with all their 
D: buntt Offices Pecnliar ro them, «nd Celebrated with 4 Religie 
025 Concourſe of all forts of People, the Weikly Faſts vir. Wed- 
neſdays, Fridays, end Saturdays , The hely T:me of Lent, The 
Embring Weeks, 1 oge: her with the faſt of the Rogation ; Sever 
rally kept by 4 ferbearanee of oll hind of Fleſh, not now by Ver- 
tze of the Statute as in the Tine of King Edw. but as appointed 
ty the Church in her publick Callenacr before the Book of Common 
Prayer |[_ So 960% apuverys with Rome.) The Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper Celebrated in moſi Reverend Manner, The hs- 
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ly Table Seated in the Place of the Altar. The People making 
"1hcir axe Revirence at tbegr firs Entrance mto the Church , 
"Knceling at the Communion ;, The Confcfjion «ud the Puvlich. 
Praycrs, Standing up t tre Creed, the Cojpels, and ihe Gloria 
Patti, 47d Vjins the Accujtomed Keterince at the Name of 
Feſwr, Auſier, Ritamed in all the Churches, inwhich , Provifion 
hat bitu maae jor the Muntenance of it , or where the Peeple 
Couli ve Trained up, at leaſt ro lain Song, «ll which particulars 
were either Eſtabl. hid by the Laws, or Commanacd by the 
Queci.s Ivjm.cFens;, or etycr:iſe Retarnea, by Yirine of ſome 
A.cint V/uares, not by Law Previbiicd;, Nor 15 u winch to be 
Admired, that ſuch a Geniral Confurnty ww thoſe Anttent, 
( v1z. ( Popiſh)) Vſiraces was eor.5tantly Oujer ies tit wll Cuther 
tirfls, and the mot part of the Parijh Ci2tt Cits ;, Coup, acring , 
how well they were Preſideritea ty the Court it ſcif, wm which the 
Liturgy Was vf:ciated every diy, bob Morinyg and Evenings 
nut cvly 62 1he Publick Chappel, out the Prrvate Cleſut, Cul bi a- 
ted inthe Cla7p! rh Organs, ai d otkt Alu, C:l Til. inn ts, 
3d the nitſt £ xcil{:it Voices of £1: and Cimlare:. + ti)..: conid 
be Lot 82 allite Ki i7dom:, the Gcnti:;jucu aid Child yen i thr 
Su-plices, «rd the Pricſts in Copes iSoft 4s lriy Ali fm «tt 
Divine Service at the Holy Alitrar, 1it altay farinſm.. with 
Rich Plate, Two fir Guilt Cancuiink, , with T- pers im 
te 79 and a Maſty Cr aciftx of Silucr 4: th a al; ever, Which 
ht remairedtherc for ſyxmeyenrs, till uw nas Broke in pr any 
Pach toe Foct Co wiſer man during to u-.derterg ſuch + Dt jpes 
rate Service) at the $.Ulſ:tairon of Sir Frances Knolcs , 12e 
Queens nexr Kinſman, by the Cores, 41d ane who openly appear 
ed in Faviur of the Sch:ſ-1 at Frankford » the Ailtuit Ceremu- 
nies Arccrſteomavly obſerved vy ihe / nzcits of tne Garter, un 
ther Adzration towards the wilt ar, :ibeliſhe d vy King Edward 
the 6th, and revived by Q 12en Mary, were by this Queen Re- 
tgined as formetly in her Fatiers 1m, f.r winch ſhe Recerved 
both Thanks and Hunwur f-or. the 1/7y Enenes, [ Viz the 
Papiſts ] 4s Appezrs by Harci gs file Deacatury, vefore 
hrs Anſwer tothe Ap. lo.y, SOf.r Di. Ht: lin, 
Thus from what the Sons of the Church Cumbden, and 
Burnet, and Heilln have Affirmed. 


*Tis Apparent that Queen Elizabeth had a Natural Pro- 
penfion to faveur the Papiſts, and that this was Diſcovered 
by her making thk Terms of Communion much moe cafic 


0 
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to the Papiſts then in K. Edwards Time, whereby ſhe be- 
came the more Difficult and Arduons to the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, and whom ſhe Rigorouſly Proſecuted for their Dif- 
ſents 3 Cambder Informs us, That about the year 1583. The 

ween [Who beld it for a Maxim, that ſie wu bt not to be more 
Remiſs in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀfairs) Advaneing Whitgift from 
the Sea of Worceltcr to that of Canterbnry ; above all Com- 
manded tim to R'-eſtabliſh the Diſc pline of the Church of En- 
gland, that «4 thn lay Diſmembred by the conniwvency of Pre- 
lates, The Obſiinucy of I:.novateys, and by the Fower of ſome 
Grert Ones, whilſt ſome Miniſters uſig to their own fancy,new 
Kites of Services in their pr evate kenſes, utterly Condemming the 
Li urgy, ara the Appornted Manney of Adnin:ſtring the Sa- 
Crameiit ns being 1 nary things Conttc7) to the SCrIpLures, and 
therefore mary refufed togo to Church, ro Abuliſh which things, 
and ts Reduce them in urrty, Whitgift propoun:ded three Arti- 
cles to th: Miniſters by themto be Su*ſcribed, but [adds Cam- 
bden] *Ts incredible what Controverſi:s and Diſputations 4- 
roſe apont his, wat Treubles Wi: teife [ffi red of certain No- 
ble Men, &c. How the ſaid i h.t.zft vexed the poor Diſlen- 
ters, what Letteis were wiitto him from the Conn'el and 
Treaſurer Cicill npon their Complaints, and his Anſwers, 
you have at I»rg- In a 1-te piece czl.d the Harmony hetween 
the old and preJ« ut Nenconfor wits, tome ſmall abridgment 
thereof t:ke as foliovvcth, not unvvorthy of your notice, 
viz. in a Letter ſent unto the Archbiſhop of Carntertyry > 
and Biſhop of Zoa.z, from her Majeſttes Council, Seprem- 
ber 20. 1584- 

We have heard of late times ſwidry conpl-unts aovinſt a great 
»1mber « f Preachers, whereby ſome were deprived if ther Li- 
vanes; ſome ſuſpended from therr Min'ſtry, and Preaching ; 
P ſpecialy ſuch nbc #nſirutt the people againſt yeurSpr: itualConrts; 
advat.ciig teear profits Oy ſuch kind of proceeding, and partt- 
cularly th. lamem able eſtate of th: Church in theCountyrefFiiex, 
Where theres a great rumber of Zialous and Lea, ned Preach- 
ers ſuſpended from their Cu-rs ti vacenicy of their places for the 
moſt part withort any Min fery, or P: eacnins, Prayers, and $4. 
Sramcents, a:d wi ſcme places of Certain Appointed to thoſe 
void Rooms, bring perfor s ..cuther of Learn g, nor of good Names, 
and mother places of 1he Conntry, a great run ber noterionſly 
unfit Chargable with Jynorance, and wuh great enormous faults, 

as 


teobary, and 


part of the 
Councils Let- 
ter to Arci= 
biſhop of Can- 


Biſhop of 
Lcendon. 


TreaforerBer- ET 

leighs Letter I Barleioh, Dated July 5. 1584+ It is ſaid | 
KEN It may pleaſe yeur Erace, 1 am ſerry to Tronble yeu fo often 
hop Whic- «s I dar, But I am more Troubled my ſelf, net only with wary 
giſt, private Peritions of Sttndry Miniſters Recommended from Per- 


C 58) 


a Drunkenneſs, filthincſs of Life, GamFters dt Cards, bunting 


of Ale Hoafes, and fuci like, arainft whom we bear nt of an 


Proceeding, but that they are quittly fuffered to the Slander of 
the Chnrch , to the eff ence of good people, yea, to the famiſhing 
them for wart of good teaching, and thercby dangerous te the 
' ſubverting of many Weaklings from ther duties to God and Her 


Majeſty, by ſecret Feſuits and Connterfiet Papiits, &C. 


ſons cf Credit, for peaceable per ſons, yet Greatly Troubled, Ent 
alſo am I aayly now Charged by C:unfellcrs and Publ:ck Perſons 
to neglefÞ my duty in not ſtaying theje your Graces Proceedings, 
fo vchement, and ſo general againſt Atiniſiegs and Preachers as 
the Papiſts, thereby are greatly Encouraged, ard wil diſreſed 
perſons animated, ard thercby the Queens May fties Safai, Þ1i- 


damgered, W:th theſe kind of Arcezments ] 6m dayly Aff u't:d, 


aud now my Lerd, 1 am come to the hight of ati 4-ft. non of 


24 Articles of great lergth and Curioſity, fernicd in « Romiſh 
Stile;, to Exam:ne ell nancy of AT riſters 7 this tine nithe 
out Diſiiu ion of p:yſors,; Which Articles are Intitul-d, Apnd 
Lambeth, May 1581. Tobe Executed ex officio rnero, &c, 
Which Articles I find ſo Curiouſly Penned, ſo full of Branches 
and Circumſtances, ana I think the Tnquiſitors of Spain ufe nit 
ſo many queſt ions to Comprehend and to Trap their Preys, 1 knew 
the Canoniſis can deferd the ſe with all thiir Particles, but ſure- 
ly under your Graces Corrcbtior, This Fudiczal and Canonical 
Srfting of poor Miniters is not to Edijy and Reform, and in 
Charity I think they ought not to an{wer to all theſe Nice Points, 
exeeft they were very Notorious Offenders in Pepiſtry or Hereſy, 
4 rite with the Teſtimony of a G«0d Conſcience, &c. This kind 
of Proceeding us too much Savouring the Romiſh 1: quiſition, and 
& rather a Device to ſech, fer Offenders, then to Reform any ; 
aud in another Letter adds, Seeking rather by Excommunicati- 
on to urge them to Accuſe thenſclves, and then puniſh them. 


Arch Biſhops The Arch Biſhop makes a large reply, In it Saith thus---- 


reply, 


*© I have taken upon me the defence of the Religion and Rites 
*0of this Church of England,to appeyſe the Sets of Schiſms, 


: therein 


And ina Letter to the Arch- biſhop, by the Lord Treaſu- 
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5 therein to Reduce all the Miniſtry thereof to Uniformity 

and due Obetience ; Heretn 1 intend to be Conſtant and 
* not to Waver with every Wind, The which aifo my place 
** my perſon, my duty, the Law, Her Mzjeſty and the Good- 
*nels of the Czuſe doth Require of me, and wherin your 
* Lordſ9ip and Others all ikings Conſidered ought in duty 
* to Aſſiſt and Countenence me , It js ſtrange that a man in 
©<my picce dealing with o good Warranties as I do ſhould be 
«fg encountred 2nd for not yielding,ſhould be #ccounted wil- 
«fl, but I muſt he Centented, Yrucerr qui patitur--- And if my 
«friends herein forfake we, I truſt God will not, neither the 
© Law, her Majcty, who hath laid the Charge on me, ard 
©arc able to protect me. 

Many were tne Severe Laws made againſt the Nonconfor- 
miſts, which were put in Exccvticn with G:eat Cruelty, 
To the Suſpcning Impriſoni:g :nd Exccuting many of 
the Fat oful Sr ryonts of Chriſt 1: this Queens Reign, where- 
of Fair in fils Eccleficftical Biffory gives a particular Ac- 
COU, 

In the next place I ſh2ll pive you ſome Confirmation of 
the Train of ihe prevalency of Popery und:r a Proteſtant 
Mask, in the &it.s and Ceremonies unpoſ « intheſe and ſhic- 
cecdiag im: by the witnets Born by ſeveral Eminent 'Diſ- 
ſenters, which we ſind upon Record in fever:] Books, wz., 
A Book c-..ll:d the Regiſter, :nother the Abridgment which 
was a Book Delivered to King James by the Miniſters of 
Linco!ln Di:ccls Anno 1605. 

In the Regiſter page 3- we havethe 24 Articles 2greed in 
the Synod, and Confirmed by the Qneen Exhivited to Mr. 
Edwerd Dering, and his Anſwers thereto, Anno 1573. where- 
of Receive his Anſwer to the firſt Article, The Article was 
& whether the Book Intituled the Book of CommonService 
& allowed by publck Avthority in this Realm is to be 
& allow2d inthe Church of God, by Gods Word or no'? 
« To which he replyed, Thar 

& The Similitude that this Book hath with the Form of 
« Prayer which the Papiſts uſed, I think declineth from the 
« Equity of thoſe Lzws, Deut- 7. 25.12. 30. 18 4 Which 
Thize 0u7Fathers ſo muchRegarded in thePrimitiveChurch, 
Erhat their Books ate full fof great Complaints gainſt all 
&.Similitude to be bad with the Gentiles, yea the Second 
k | H 2 \Coun- 
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Conncil of Bracca made a Deerce, tht no Chriſtian ſhould have 
etther Bay-leaves or Green Bot hs inthe» houſes, becauſe the 
Gentiles ſo Accuſtomed, and at this day, all Reformed Churches 
n France Polonia, Helvetia, Scotland and oth-r places have 
Changed that Form of Pray rs wazcs P- ud neyof all Ages, if 
we ſhall no! Condemn t5: Rebuks of tae Ap ſte I think will 
Teach ws, 1 Cor. 14. 36. Came the Word of God out from 
you, or came itelle unto you only. 

_ Secondly, We h we the Pſulms V nite, BenediCtus, Magnifis 
Cat nunc Dzmittis u/nal 1 6ur Miſe: of wo1ch we can geve 
ro 709d reaſon, nor I fee no cauſe why we ſn.uld more leave out 
Ave Maria, and becauſe of p ting the Scriptures again into the 


Ep:ſtles and Goſpels (winch was not rrard f b fore the days of 
Popery) 1 dare not Avow that this 1s tixit Reverend handling of 


the Scriptures, and the rizht drviding of the Word of Truth 
which Saint Paul Requirah, 2. Tim. 2.15: 

Thirdly, the great Inconveniency wh:c bath followed this Book, 
while it hath Maintained an V-ilearned Miniſtry, and made it 
thenght ſufficicnt to have th: Service Read whiraim we have made 
the Spirit of God to ſpeaksn vin, 1 Tim. 3.12. Which R quires 
rhe MiniHters of the Goſptlto b. a» to Teach aud to exhort and 
Reprove, Tit. 1.9. Th t an otver Cauſe why 1 cannot Syh- 


ſeribe unto tie Book, that it bath «ll things anſw:rable to the 


Word if God. 

But the Abridgment is mych more full, bringing Argue 
ments from ch- Sc:1pture, The Farhers, the Old Reformers, 
and our own O!d Pro eſtant DoCtors againſt it whereof [ 
ſhall give this follovviag Account 


Fei ft, it s con ry to the Word of God to uſe ſuch Cereme- + 


nies inth;Worjhipo'Cold as min has deviſ:d f they be notoricuſe 
ly krown to hav been of el and ſiui ts be abuſed unto Jaulatry 
and S;perſtition by the Papifts, eſpecially if the ſame be now of 
mo nec*ſſary uſe in 'he Ciurvh, wocre note that the Ceremorial 
part -f 81: Enzlijn Serv e:t).t 16 wito that of the Romifh, 
w wt has been «uſd by th: Papiſts ro Tdol itry or Supe ſt. tion 
but yet are not /o n:cefſ.cry to Divine Worſhip, but that th: Way- 
ſhip may b: Compleat, Devout and orderly without them whie) 
appears ſay tiey. | | 
Firſt by th: Second Commandment wh jr all provaca- 
1:0n unto Spiritual Fornicatzon 4s the 7th doth wito that which 
ig Carnal: | 
| Seconaly 
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Secondly, by the Commandment and Direition God hath gi- 
ven «Sin his Werd to Separate our ſelves from Idolators, and be 
as unlike to them, 4s may beyeſpceially in their Religions, Obſer- 
v.:t4ons anaCcremonies, to aboliſh not only. alt Idols, and that fo 
as we may beſt ſh.w 1ur utmoſt Deteſtation tothem, and root out 
the very memory of them, 

Thirdly, By toe Equity and Reaſons of thefe Commandments 
wich we find jet down in Holfſ Scripture, viz, 1, The dcteſta- 
tiow which the Lord our God ( being a Jealous God ) bearcth un- 
to Javlatry, and all the Injtruments and Tokens thereof as wnto. 
Spariutual Whoredom. 

Secondly, 1 hat it cannot be ſaid ſincerely we have Repented of 
the Idolatry of our Forefathers, unleſs we be aſham:d of, and 
caſt away with Deteſt ation all the Inſtruments and Monuments 
of it. Thirdly, T-o4t we jhill be in danger to b: Corrupted in 
the Subſtance of Reli:ion and Purity of Diitrin? ;, and &= 
ven to fall b:ck, again 10 Idetutry, if we Co form our 
S:lves to Tiullotrow Ceremonies, yea, if we ſh:w nor all 
Deteſt tion nno them. Faurtily, That our Confor mity with 
Idolators in their Ceremon'es © 12rein thy Repoſe the greats 
eſt part of their R:1 5.62 wil be a ſpecial mans to warden 
them ia Superſtition, FE frily, Thar ſeeing the Pope us res 
vealed t' be that arcat 41 woriſt, and is [dolatry troub- 
ttthta C wich uth;s 1:1 mor-thi: any. other, and our pople 
Cimv rj. mire with Papr,is, bb u vita 2ny other Idolators, there 
is mo « {41ger inthe & t:::ning :f the Ceremonies and R-licks of 
Poprry, then of 4ny » 5 14.1 ury woarſaever. 

&« By th- Jadgm: n+ of the Godly Learned of all Church- 
& es, and Ag2s, win .11v2 Coat iocly Taught and given Te- 
ſtimon y of his Trib, Tri: C1litian-ars Bound to. Caft 
of th: C-remon'es in & I'gions Citoms of Ppans , 
*Tew.. ['obtors a2d Herith ks, and C:rifully to ſhun all 
&% Conf »-m1 yy vviti chem therein, 

& [4 th: Conn! of Neel yrs Docreed, That Cariiti- 
©xns m+g1t no: k epche Ferft of Erfrer ar that Tine noc in 
&«r11t m.naer th? [evvs did I:t us {+y they in nothing; agree 
© yvith chac mo lt dereitible rour 07, CheJ-vvs. jt. - 

And in an»cher Conncel That none ſhout faſtonr the Lords 
«Day, becine the Minachees had taken 45;4at day to fafk 
& in» That fich Alcars as vvere ſetup 11; Country, and 
**High-vvays in Mzmory of the Mzrtyrs, ih5:1id 5 Ancie 
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e ed, and that Solemn Requeſts ſhonld-he made to the Em- 
«<peror, that all Reliques and Monnments of Idolatry might 
©he utterly Deſtroyed ; and this Decree vve find Cited by 
«Fr, Falk. \Y 

- *<[13 another Counccl, T hat Chriſtians ſevld not Calc 
Ehrate Feaſts cn the E1rth- Cays of Martyrs, becruſe that 
«vg the manner of the Heathens. Yertnlron js 1ar2erand 
KWyohement in this poINe, | 

« 45 ſ:itbhe, We may give notving tothe Servic> of an 
©1Jol. {o may you borroy z nothing from rhe Szrvice of an 
1dol, if it be againſt Kc Irgion to fir at 1 able in an 14 ts [-mple, 
[What ts it to be ſeenin the habit of «an 141? Thou that wrt, Chyr;e 
ſtian muſt hate the” things the ciuthors cad invemers whcreof 
thou canſt not chooſe but hate. 

 * Auſtin himſelf Saith, if you world win Pagans leave alli h:is 
Selemnites, for ſake therr Toyes, 

The Judgment of the C:urch of Scotland #7 their Letter to th2 
Biſhops of England | 556- from aGeneral Aſſ-nibly «t Fdenho- 
horough, t has wr it if Surplice, CornerCap intd [ irpet hawe been 
Badges of Icdolaters m the very Att of Iaoletry, whit have the 


Preachers of Chriſtian Liberty, and the openRebuhkrrs of Super- 


iticn to do with the dreſs of the Romiſh Beaſts and im the Cen- 
feſſion of « h 7 Faith ſworn fo by them, and the K ings May jty al. 
fo ; WW. find theſe woras , we Deteſt all the Ceremonies 11a F -lfe 
Dofrines of the Roman Avntichr: ft e2d:d to the Miniftreation of 
the-Truc Secraments, We Drreſt all bis vain Rites, Signs ard 
Tradi ions brought into the Church without the Word of God, 
71-. Rogers thir Holy Marrys wonld not Cor:jent to a Cornnon 
that was to bemade in K. Edvvards Days for the Cl-rgies Con- 
formity in Cap, T ippet and ths vejt of the Apparcl, wileſs its, 
might be Decreed, that the Papiſts for a Difference berwcen them 
and others might 'be Conſtrained ro wear upon their Sl:eves A 
Ch-llice with a H:ft upon. | 
<«< Biſhop P:{k-/gtor misliked that 1n onr Liturgy vve arc 
«#o like the Papiits in M-rrizge, and many other things ; 
<« this faith he is'our fault generally that yve differ not frem 
them in all -our Miniſtry. _ RD. 
* Biſhop Billion Defending the Reformed Churches agtin}} a 
Slander of the Papits, Avprovingly Reporteth thus of them, rhe 
Refor med Ehurches Saith he, are ſo far from Admitting br 


»- 
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full doſe of your Hereftes, thar by no means they can dige#t one 

ram of your Ceremonies, z 

Dr. Humphrey Salth, That we ou. ht to Refuſe to Conform 
our Selves to the Enemies of God, in any of their C Eremonies, 
Profeſjing plainly hs Deſire, and hope of the utter Abolijhing of 
the Ceremonies of all the Minuments of Popiſh Superſtition, rhat 
yet Remazn in our Church, 

Dr.Fulk Saith, 7hat if any man miſlike our Form of Servize, 
& not differing ſufficiently from y:urs, he Snewern his greateſt 
Leal in Deteſt +1194 of your Idolatry, and Blaſphemy;, And a- 
gain-we abyor fair he, whatſoever hath but a Shew of Pope- 
rY. 
Dr. Stucliff muketh this one of b's Prianeipal Arguments 4- 
gainſt the Papiſts, that they have derived moſt of their Coremo- 
nies and Cuſtoms from the J2ws and Pagans ; To tve ſame Pur- 
poſe Mr. Greenham and Mr. Marbury. | 

That Azrecins with as, moſt of the Reformed Divines da hold. 

1, That thoſe Laws that we have Alledged our of the QId 
Teltament againlt che Monuments of Idolatry, do bind us - 
as m:ch as they did rhe Jews, and from them they Coaclude 
as w2 h2ve doa2 , Thar all & Iiques of Popiſh and Heathe- 
niſh Superiticion are co bz B:niſh:d our of th2 Church of 
C:;iit , of This Judgment. are Calvin, a4irtyr Griadens,'Wab; 
phin' Urſouts Machabews, Z inchins, Simeterus, Z epperus, .Qur 
Own Book of H»1»:l:es, Dr. Fulk and others. 

2. Tnat H-zckiahp Foſtah and the Reſt of the Godly Kings - 
ofFuderh which ſhewed moſt Zeal in Aholiſhing thoſe things 
which had been Abuſed by Idolatry, did no more then they 
were bound hy the Law of Gad to daz-and that from their 
Example, th: Argument holds ſtrong ag-inlt rhe Monu- 
ments of Idolatry » now; becauſe all Chriſtians are Bound 
to Imitate their Z:al therein; Of this Judgment was Au- 
enuſtine, C-lvia, Mirtyr Walphins Levator, Zanchjos £ 4ddeel 
Biſhop, Fewel Bilſon, Dr, Full; Dr. Raynold, Dr. Andrews, 
Ar. Perkins, and Otheas.. . :: , 

2. That the Retaining of Popiſh.Ceremomies, will certzjn- 
ly bea means to indanger the Dottrine that we profeſs, and ' 
t6 bring the People back to Popery; this was the Judg- 
ment of the People of Saxony, and them of Hembargh and * 
of Luther. be Ib 0D DIRE __ 

4. That the Retainiag of the C:remonies of ldotaters) will. 

anie : 


Objection, 
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Cauſe them to inſult over our Religion, as if it could not 
ſtand without help from them, and to harden them in their 
liking of their own kiolatry, this Realon hath been uſed a- 

zinlt Conformity with theJews by Conf «ntine the Emperor 
and by all the Fearhers in the ficſt Counſel of V:ce, and 2- 
eainlt Conformity with the Papitts, by Brenteme, Auſculy, 
Biſhop Jewel, ard Others. 

5. We are Confirmed in this our Perſwaſion, that it is 
unlawful to Retain the Ceremonics of the Papilis by Experj- 
ence of the Great hurr they have cone, and do Da; ly m 
the Church, for we find that ſome of the Learnedeit of the 
Engliſh Papiſts, Namcly, Marr ial.B iſt ow,and he that pen- 
ncd the Petition for the P: p its which Dr. S:# if and Mr, 


. Powel have Anſwered, hav- by this Argument juſtityed their 


Church and Religion, tht we hive burrowed Out C remo- 
nies from them, yea ſonie of them, as Hrdinz, Mertcal, 
2nd he that Writ the Aitrclogic?] Epiltle for onr Ergleſh 
Papifts have profeſſed tht this wos to them an Evident 
Argument, that Q. E!zz 4b did in hei Conſcience like well 
of their Religion, terivie She liked and maintained their 
Ceremonies, arid thz Snpe: {t1: 1014s Mnititude do uſually de- 
fend the Bleſſng'o; themſe! ves, with Cioſſing their Breaſts 
and Foreh. as. by - our Croſſing our Cluldren in Baptiſm : 
So far the Abcid2ment. 


Another Olj-ftion is this, That whilſt they Separate for 
Indifferent, 2i:d 2tour diſfutable things, they do violate a 
known plain Poſitive Scripture, which-enjoins the Inferiors 
to be Obedient, and Subj:ct to their Superiors. 


The Proteftant Reconcder 2 party nrges it as an Otj:Rion 
brought againſt Diſſenters, Compar*'d with 1 part p. 198. 
That Sceing God hath erjr yned all Perſons to they thoſe that 
have the Kale over them, Heb. 13. 17, aud Submit thumſelus, 
and tobe. Subj.it ro the ki, ber Powers, as to the Ordinaree 'of 
God, and that for Conſcience ſake, He that can ſatisfie bs 
Conſcience in ts Kifuſal ſo todo, muſt ſhew ſome Eaw of Ged as 
evidently fer b:ddiry his Obedience ro what Superiors do enjoyn, 
as do theſe Scriptures command Obedience to them in ALL 
LAWFUL THINGS: 


And 
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And you tell us in your Scrupulous Conſcience, pag. 33. -n@ the late 
That theſe things of a publick Nature belong only to our Su- _ _—_— 
periors and Governors ; and if they appoint >. Yo 75 unfit, inde- tron the Bench, 
cent and inconvenient, they only are accountable for it, It is bach IG 
nos the fault of thoſe that joyn in ſuch Worſhip, or yield to ſuch to the Grand Ju- 
Injunttions (NOT PLAINLY SINFUL) for the ſake of fy, 3 Ker be 
Peace and Order. rity, who had 

To which we ſay, That it is moſt certain that Obedience #9, the .unpar- 
is due from Inferiors to Superiors, for Conſcience ſake, to be taryven 
and for the Lord's ſake. But then that is limited to be only 
in the Lord ; for if they who are his Minilters, command 
any thing not agreeable to his Word, and plainly Sinful, 
though they may call them Indittercyr things, Order and 
Decency, we are juſtit'd with the Midwives, in difobey- 
ing the King's command, Exod. 1. 17. and Saxl's Guard, 
in refuſing Obedience to the King, 1 Sam. 22. 17. and 
Dariel and. the three Children in dilobeying the King, 

Dan. 3.6. and with Peter and Fohn, who refuſed to for- 
bear 1 reaching Chriſt at the Rulers command, telling 
them, It was better to obey God than Alam. Though this 
abſolute obedience to Superiors (as you?l find) 15 an Ar- 
gument principally urged, by men who have tlic Magiſtrate 
on tleir ſide, and their own Proft and Advantage con- 
cern'd, then Obedience to them is crycd up to be better 
than Sacrilice, and fall foul upon the Conſcientious, as 
Diſobedient, Seditious and Revellious. So Celſis the 
Heathen, reproaches the Chr:tzans for their forſaking their 
publick Aſſemblies, getting into Corners, diſobeying Au- 
thority. So all the time of Popery were the Waldenſes, 
Wicklivifts, Lollards and Proteſtants, branded with Sedt- 
tions, Diſobedience to Authority, impugning the King and 
Queen's proceedings. And how doth Bonner lay the 13 
Romans to the Martyrs, to require their Obedience and 
SubjeCtion toall their 2dumſimms $ and Sumſimws's ? Bt if the 
Tide be turn'd, and the Magiſtrate on the other ſide, then 
the ſame men cry out aganlit Impoſition and Perſecution, 
as it: was with the Ari4ns and Orthodox, under the ſeveral 
Emperors of different minds; the 15 Romans was in thoſe 
dayes uſed as the Dutch-man's Breeches to ſerve all occa- 
ſions, and always improved to eſtabliſh. and inforce_the 

I preſent 


Objeftion, 


Anſwer to 
the Ob- 
gettion, 
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preſent Impoſitions by the Power and Religion which 
was uppermoſt. This reproves all our worthy Witneſſes, 
the Waldenſes, Wickliviſts, Lollards, &c. who bore up for 
Chriſt againſt all their Sanguinary Laws, Prehibitions 
and Commands, and thoſe who oppoſed Feroboam's Calt- 
Worſhip. This would eſtabliſh the Religion of the pre- 
{cnt Power, be it cither Judaiſm, Turciſm, Popery, &c. 
and a conformity to it. Bur *tis ſaid, you intend this ſub- 
jection to Superiors, only in lawful things, things not 
plainly ſinfo!l. Then if the Inferior be to judge what is 
Unlawful, and plainly Sinful, the Controverhe is at an 
crid. If they command lawful things, they command no 
orner than God has commanded, which makes it lawful, 
then Obedience (as due) 1s given to God. If they com- 
mand in the things of God any other than lawful, or what 
he has required, they have no Authority ſotodo; and we 
Sin not in Diſobedience by your own Rule, it they com- 
mand ſinful or unlawful things. 

As to thoſe things of an Indifferent Nature, or things 
rot poſli-tively forbidden, under which 'is included all the 
Rites and Ceremonies injoyn*d by man, whereof no Word 
of God for. We know of no {uch things; all the Rites, 
Services and Ceremonies to be obſerved and injoyned in 
Gods Worſhip, being neceſlary things, and no negative 
Articles of Faith, as before. 


Objef. But is'it not manifeſt, that Perſons who pre- 
ſumeto ſeperate from the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, are 
uſually of turbulent, ſeditious, factions Spirits? other- 
wiſe what means thoſe ſenſible Impreſſions that have lately 
been made upon Authority, expreſſed by the publick De- 
claration, manifold Addrefſes, and Pulpit Alarms, re- 
fleting upon them as to the PLOT, and the Severity uſed 
by putting the Penal Laws in execution againſt this ſort 
of People in City and Country ? 


Its very true that Preſs and Pulpit, late Declaration, 
Weekly Addrefles, and ſevere Uſage both in City and 
Country ſpeaks this Language. But *tis not therefore 
true, that 'the Diſſenters are guilty of Seditian,' S_ 
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and Rebellion, becauſe the Truth and Innocency of Gods 
Church and People (as traduced to Authority) have been 
fo falſly and maliciouſly branded and handled all along, 
which may be ſome Relief to them under their preſent 
Tryals and Sufferingsz Suggettions, Calumnies and Out- 
crys being no Proofs. 

Did not the Church of old pathetically complain of the 
very ſame Uſage ? The Mouth of the Wicked and Deceirful are 
opened againſt me, they have ſpoken again/t me with a Lying 
Tongue, they compaſſed me about with words of Hatred, and 
fought againſt me without a cauſe, Plal.: 09.2, 3, So noNew 
thing. 

Ava again, They that hate me without 2 cauſe, are more than 
the Hairs of my Head they that would deſtroy me, being my 
Enemies wrong fully, are mighty : for lo, they lie inwait for my 
Soul; the mighty are gathered againſt me, not for my Tranſpreſ- 
ſien, not for my Sin, they run aud prepare themſclues without my 
fault, Plal. 69. 4. 59. 34: 

And further, Ame Enemies ({aith the Church) reproach 
me all the day\, and they that are mad againſt me, are ſworn a- 
g.inſt m: [_|t ſeems they wanted not perjured lnforimers in 
thole days] Therefore prays, 

Let not them who are my Enemies wrongfully rejuyce over me, 
neither let them wink with the Eyethat kate me without a cauſe ; 
fer they ſpeak, not Peace, but deviſe deceirful Matters againſt 
them that are quiet im the Land. 

\Vas not the Slander, wherewith the Adverſaries of the 
Church reproacht them in Ezra's and Nehemziah's time, viz. 
(that for their peaceable attending upon the Lord, they 
were elteem'd,) A Rebellious and Fattious People, and burtful 
ro Kings, moving Sedition, Ezra 4.15. Neh. 6. 6. 

And was not this the Accuſation of wicked Hamar again{t 
Gods People, that becauſe they diſſented from the Re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed by Law ; having Laws contrary ts the Kings 
Laws, therefore as Seditions and Rebellious they ought to be cat 
off, . and not ſuffered to live, Eſth. 3.8, &c. 

"Were not the three eminent DifſentersinNebuchadnetars 
time ſo treated for their Non- conformity to. the Religion 
eltabliſhed by Law, and as Turbulent, Stubbory, F ations, 
Diſobedient and Rebellions, caſt oo the Fiery Furnace? Dan. 3 

2 AN 


22 20 af! 


( 65) 

And afterwards, Daniel upon the ſame ſcore flung to the 
Lyons, though his God and his Innocency pleaded his 
Cauſe againſt his malicious Treppanning Adverſaries [that 
could only in the matter of his God getthe Advantag againſt 
him] 24y Ged (faith be) hath ſent his Angels and ſhut the 
Lyons Mouthes : foraſmuch as before him Innocency was found in 
ze, alſo before thee, O King, have I done no hurt, Dan.3.2 r,&c. 
And what become of their malicious Acculers, afterwards 
you there underſtand. 


ſeither did our Saviour himſelt, who was ſo meek, 
zentle and innocent, {o harmlets and inoltenſive, meet 
with other meaſure, being dir<ctly to dealt with. 

Did not the T'repanners aflault him? For is it not ſaid, 
They watched him, and ſent forth Spyes, which ſhould feign 
themſelves juſt Men, that they might take hold of his words, 
that they might deliver him unts the Power and Authority of the 
Goverrour, Ard they agked him, ſaying, Maſter, ws know 
that thou ſayeſt and teacheſt rightly; neither accepteſt thou 
the Perfons of any, but teacheſt the Way of God truly. Is it 
lanful for us to give Tribute unto Czlar, or not? There 
was the catching Queſtion. And to which, though by his 
Prattice, working a Miracle to pay Tribute, Mar. 17. 27. 
and his preſent Anſwer, he ſtopt their monthes; yet it 
would not ſerve his turn, but ſtontly do they accuſe him 
of the very Sed:1i92 and Treaſonthey deſigned to make him 
guilty of. And they began to accuſe tim, ſaying, We found 
thus fellow perverting the Nation, and forbidding to give Tri- 
bute to Czſar, ſaying, that he himſelf is Chriſt, a King, and 
they were not Czlars Friends who ſayd otherwiſc,Luke 23.2, &c. 
Upon which he was caſt, condemned and put to Death, and 
tae Inſcription wrote over him, (to juſtifie his Crucifixion ) 
was, THIS IS THE KING OF THE FEWS. Though 
he was altogether Innocent, having done no Violence, 
Neither was Guilt found in his Mouth, but under all their Miſ- 
chef and Spite with Meekneſs and Patience committed himſelf to 
him who judgeth Righteouſly: Giving us therein alſo an 
Example how we ſhould behave our ſelves under like Cir- 
cumſtances. 


And 
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And fo they dealt with his Followers afterwards; did 
they not draw Faſer and the Brethren unto the Rulers of the 
City ? crying, Theſe that have turned the World up fide down, 
are come hither alſo. And theſe do all contrary to the Decrees 
of Czlar, ſaying, There is another King, one Feſws ; and they 
troubled the Rulers of the People nhen they heard theſe things, 
Acts 17. 6, 7. 

And lo they laid many and grievous things againſt Paw, 
which they could not prove. wiz. That he was a Peſtilent 
Fellow, a mover of Sedition throughout the World, Atts 25. 7. 
and 24.5. And what was this for, but the preacbing and 
practiling the Precepts and Dectrine of the Goſpel, to 
make men holy and happy ? 

And aid they not ſo deal with the Chriſtians in the dayes 
after the Apoltles, as Fuſtin Martyr's and Tertullian's Apo- 
logies, and Or:gin's Defence againſt Celſus make manifeſt ? 
How all manner of Eyvil is charg'd againſt the Diflenters in 
thoſe dayes fallly? How Vicious and Seditious in their 
Conventicles?* What Deſpiſers of Dignities* What 
Enemies to Ceſar ? And whatever publick Evil or Cala- 
lwity beteil, it muſt be laid to the Chriſtians charge, and 
to the Lyons they mult go, right or wrong for the ſame. 
If Nero has a mind to burn Rome, it is but laying it to the 
Chriſtians charge, and that's enough. 

And was it not juſt ſo they dealt with our fore-Fathers, 
the Waldenſes, Wickleviſts, Lokards, and the Proteſtants in 
the Aariandayes, as Turbulent, Factions, Seditious, Re- 
ſiſters of Author ity, &c ? 

And may not we truly ſay, as it was then, fo it is now ? 
And may not you your ſelves, who ſo carry It to your 
diſſenting Brethren, expect the ſame meaſure from that 
Generation of men, if they ſhould get an Advantage 
again in this Nation? as our Saviour tells you, ar. 7 
I, 2. 
Itis nonew thing, you ſee, to have Innocency and Truth 
falſly and injuriouſly charged, and treated as Sedition and 
Treafon. : : 

And may not the diſſenting Party, notwithſtanding all 
the Rage, Noiſe and Clamour, the many Provocations by 


malicious Proſecutions, invading of Properties, | Sic 
edges, 
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ledges, &c, Worrying of Informers and Souldiers, 
Fines, Confiſcations, Impriſonments, the Deaths, both in 
City and Country theſe two and twenty Years, challenge 
the worlt of their Enemies to come forth and produce 
any one thing wherein the Diſſenters (as Diſſenters) 
are juſtly to be charged with Sedztion, Treaſon or Rebellion, 
[in this Nation] but that under all they have behaved them- 
telves meekly, patiently and ſubmillively, as becomes their 
holy Profeſſion ? 

And for this horrid Slander of-being all engaged in a late 
Plet, {their Principles leading thereto ;] *tis like all the 
reſt. If to have been under the highelt Provocations, 
and in the exerciſe ofthe greateſt Patience under them, 
renders them guilty, it may be ſomething : Ocherwile, if 
Proots be neceilary to make People guilty, why heve not 
the Witneſſes appeared ? But this 1s but a pretence; for 
_ they not ſuffered long before any Plot was talkt 
of ! 

But as to this, *tis ſaid, Have not ſeveral been Im- 
priſoned, ſome fled, ard others executed about the 
Plot ?4 

That ſeveral have been impriſoned, ſome fled and ſome 
executed, who hare been reputcd Neon Conformiſts, is very 
true; and fo have many more of the Conformſts, | pre- 
{ſume, four for one of the other : Will it therctore be a 
fair way of Arguing, Becauſe ſo many of the Corformiſts 
are ſaid to be 1n the Plot, therefore all the C-nformiſts of 
the Nation are guilty, and ought to be ſeverely handled. 
I remember 1t was thought a very unfair way of proceeding 
of old, becauſe Coll. Wagſtaff tranſgreſſed in the Welt, that 
therefore my Lord of K:ingſtone muſt be puniſhed in the 
North ; nay, the whole party decimated for the ſame. 

If ſome of the Non-Conformiſts are found Tardy upon 
good Proof, let them ſuffer the Penalty of the Law ; but 
let not the Innocent be judged and puniſhed with the 
Guilty, muchleſs let not the Principle of Non-Confor- 
mity be judged, becauſe ſome have miſcarried under that 
Profeſſion ; for by that Rule may not the pureſt ſtate of 
the Church, both in the Old and New-Teſtament, be cen- 


ſured 
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ſured and judged, who had their Chora's, Fudaſſes and Dias 
trephaſſes amongſt them ? 

Burt have they no: appeared of late years very zealous 
and forward in ElcCtions of Parliament-men, and other 
publick Officers in City aud Conntry ? 

It is true, they have fo, and ſo have the Conformiſts 
alſo, ten for one to their Number, both in City and 
Country ; but what Tranſgreſlion is that? What Law 
have they broke in Voting according to their Conſciences, 
by endeavouring to bring ſuch into Truſt and Authority, 
as they have judged molt Able and Honeſt, to ſerve their 
Country, in a time when we are told by the King and 
four Parliaments of a POPISH- PLOT to ſubvert the 
Government, and to Ruin us in all our Concerns ? 

But this as to Herelie, Schiſm, Treaſon, Rebellion 
Plotting (that are charged upon us) I do ingeniouſly and 
fully ſo far own and acknowledge in my own behalf, 
and in all others that I know of this deſpiſed, reproached 
Number, that if to worſhip the God of our Fathers in the 
way of his own appointment, believing all things which 
are written in the Law and Prophets, be eſteemed Hereſie, 
we are Hereticks. 

T hat if in Dr. Pzerce*'s Words (to juſtifie the Schiſm Primit. Ryle 
and Seperation from Rome) To bave recourſe to the Scriptures, of Reforma=- 
conſulting thoſe Oracles, how things ſtood from the begining, tion. 
and only ſeperating from them we find Seperatiſts from the 
Primitive Church and Truth, we make Aſeceſſion that we may 
2ot partake of the [| Engliſh] Roman Schiſm, and anſwering the 
Lord”s expreſs Command, Come out from amongſt them, 
be ye ſeperate, &c. 2 Cor. 6. Rev. 18.4. betobe eſteemed 
Sedition, Schilm and Seperation, we are Seditious, Schiſ- 
maticks and Seperatilſts, 

If to own the Soveraignity of Chriſt ( by whom all 
things were created, and by whom all things conſiſt, who 
to this end dyed, roſe again, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of quick and dead, to whom the 
Father hath given all Power both in Heaven and Earth, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords) and Powers and Poten- 
tates as under him, in Conſcience to him, to whom you 


own 
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own every Knee muſt bowz and the King is but next and 
immediately uncer him, ſupream Head and Governor 
inall Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, it being alſo ſtampt 
upon our Coyn, Chriſto Auſpice Regno [Chriſt the King. 
dom's happy Guide.] If the owning and aſſerting his 
Soveraignity in chief, be Treaſon and Rebellion, we own 
we are {uch Traytors and Rebels. 

If in our Places and Stations, to endeavour the Defence 
of the Engliſh Government, Laws, Liberties and Pro- 
perties, and to keep out the Pope's forreign uſurped Power, 
who has heretofore ſo tyranniz'd over Prince and People, 
both as to their Bodies and Souls, in theſe Nations, and 
to which all who have taken the Oath of Allegance are fo 
ſolemnly engag'd, be to be eſteem'd Plotting and 
Plotters, we own our ſelves guilty of that Plot. 


AR... 


Th: CONCLUSION. 


Tr Sir, you have at your Friexdly Call and Invita- 


tiona fair and Impartial Examination of the Merits 

of theCauſe,giving you be different Sentiments of 
the Guides on both ſides,in the moſt materialObjeftons made 
by the one, and the candid Anſwers of the other, and how 
far your own Principles and Practice in ſeparating from Su- 
perititious, Idolatrous and Perlſecuting bloody Rome, juſti- 
fkyes in many things, their Principles, as well as Practice, 
In feparation from you walking in their ſteps. The ſub- 
ſtance whereof for a conclulion I ſhall briefly ſum up, with 
{ome ReficCtions thereon in the following Queries, (viz ) 


1. Query. if your Anſwer to the Papilts * calling for your + coperus 7:- 
Negative Proof from the Scriptures againſt their Idolatrous #74 liv. 
Foppith and unwrittenTraditions be good againſt them,viz. zizc Sacris 11- 
that there needs noNegative Proof to diſprove them, becauſe j7* 2 prove 
they are not contain'd in OUR ONLY RULE OF FAITH, deceuts for boſe 
THE BIBLE, as pag. 5- Then whether the ſame Aniwer #7: 9s rolling 
is not good from the Diſlenters, when you ask them the as, 
very ſame Queſtion, (which carries in it the whole of the 
Controverſie, as Dr. Stillingfleet oblerves, pag. 4.) Viz. 

That there needs ne Negative Proofs to diſprove all the Rites, 
Services and Ceremonies in queſtion, bees none of them are 
contained in ow ONLY RULE OF FAITH, where they 
ſay, They no mere find National Provincial Dioceſan 
Churches, (your Government by ) Lord Arch-Biſhops and Bi- 
ſhops, Deans,” Arch-Deacons,Parſons, Vicars,Curats,Chan- 
cellors, Officials, your Conſecration of Churches and Prieſts, 
your Prieſts Garments, Altars, Liturgies, Singing- 
Service, Letanics, Bowing, Croſting, Kneeling at Sacra- 
ment, Holy-Dayes, Faſts, Feaſts, Vigils; Then, the Po- 
piſh Holy-Water, Salt, Oyl, Spittle, Baptizing of Bells, 
Exorciſms, Conjurations, Bewing to Images and Altars, 


and other ſuch like Fopperies, pag. 6, 7 8. | 
K 2. Query, 


| 
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2. Query, If your own Pens do declare, that to enjoyn 
«nnceſlary or indifferent things, viz. things not contain'd 
in the Scripture, in Gods Worlhip and Service as necellary, 
ought to be reputed an'adding to Gods Word, a teaching 
for Doctrine the Commands of men, Superſtition, \Vill- 
Worſhip, or worſhipping God in vain, as pag. 12. then 
bow can you avoid the lame charge brought againſt you by 
the Diſſenters, when you (as ſelt-judged and condemned ) 
do the farac things? For are not your Rites and Ceremo- 
nies conff:d by you to be Ind:fferent things, as pag. 9, 10. 
impoſed upon Dillenters, as ablolurely neceſſary to the 
Excommunicating, or as much as lies in you, daming their 
Souls, ruining their Bodies and Eſtates, who Coulcten- 
tiouſly ſcruple and refule them, as pag. 1 1, 12,13. 

3. Query, If you do declare the Rites, Services and 
Ceremonies in the Liturgy arc of Primuwe Antiaumty, and 
not of Popiſh Novelty, as pag. 143 15. and that you have left 
{or ſeparated from) the Church of Rome, becanle they 
have left Primitive Antiquity, and therefore the Difſenters 
nave no cauſe toboggle at, or ſcruple them as Popith. But 
if it appear to be quite otherwile, as the Examination of 
each particular {ſeems to demonſtrate, as pag. : 6, 17, 18, 9, 
20, &KC. viz. That they are not of Primitive Antiquity, 
put of Popiſh Novelty, and all of them fetch't from the 
inſtitution of Popes and Popiſh Council;, and Canons, 
and not from Jeſus Chriſt and his New Teſtament Canons : 
If ſo, thenfirſt, Whether you do not betray much Raſh- 
neſs and Weakneſs, (not to ſay with the Proteſtant Re- 
conciler, one of your own) Falſhood and Hypocreſhic ? 
And, Secondly, Whether you do not thereby jultifie the 
Diſſenters Separation from you, as warrantable, becauſe 
they ſeparate from you for being in the Practice of Popiſh 
Superſtition and unwritten Tradition, becauſe they are 
exprefly commanded by Chrift, To ſeparate and come out 
from ſuch unnarrantablePrattices, 2 Cor. 6.14, 15, 6,17,18. 
Rev. 18. 4. Leſt partaking of ſuch Sins, they ſhare of the 
threatned Fudgments? It being very diſhonourable, as well 
as dangerous to halt betwixt two. If God be God, he (but 
if Basl, he) is to be ſeryed and followed, 
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To which purpoſe we find in that moſt remarkable 
Letter of BiſhopHall to Dr. Laud, afterward Arch-biſhop 
of Canterbury, that which is very infructive upon this ac- 
count, wherof therefore | ſhall preſume to give you this 
following part of it,viz. < Reſolve (faith he ) one way, and know 
«rr Laſt what you ao hold, and what you ſhould caſt of either 
© your Wings or your Teeth; and loathing this Bate, like 
« Nature, be either a Bird or a Beaſt: If you muſt begin, 
&« why not now? it ts dangerons deferring that whoſe Want is 
« deadly, ahd whoſe Opportunity is doubrſal. Gcd cryeth ow 
« with Jchu, Whoison my lide? Who? Lock at leaft ont 
« of yonr Window to him, and m areſolute Courage caſt down 
&« ehis Jezebel, Fc. Thus far the good Brſhop; which is 
a good Caution againſt Indifferency *and Luke-warmneſs 
in the ſervice of Chrilt, agreeable to our Saviour, Rev. 3. 
to Laodicea, 1 would thou wert either cold cy bot, &c, 

4. Query. It your ſelves have judged Popiſh Impoſtion 
and Perliecution tor Conſcience, to be Antichriſtian, 
Wolfilh and beaſtly, wholly contrary ro Chriſtianity, and 
the Lamb-like Nature of Chriſt; and that ir is Injaſtice 
and :arbarous Cruelty to afAict men for what they cannot 
hclp, and a plain Rebellion againſt God, by wrefting his 
Scepter, and ulurping his Empire over Conſcience out of 
his hand, the Principle it felt being fo much decryed by 
{o many of your great men, as we!l Kings as Parliaments, 
45 Pag 5 ly 52. : 

Then whether you doing the ſame thing, viz. Impoſing 
upon the Conſciences of your Brethren, and Perſecnting 
them with ſo mnch Cruelty, to the ruining, as much as lies 
in you, both their Souls, Bodies, Liverties and Eſtates, be 
not to be Self-judged with a witneſs ? Secondly, Doth it not 
oreatly juſtifie the former Popiſh Cruelties (and make way 
for new ones, over Proteſtants, as well 2s contra@t their 
Guilr, appearing thus in their Spirit and Praftice, as 
Chriſt told the perſecuting Fews in that day, that they 
thereby filled up the meaſure of their Fathers, &c. and 
brought the guilt of the former Blood upon themſelves, 
even from the Blood of Righteous Abel, &c? 

Thirdly, 1s it not wonderful contradiction to abet, ſuc- 
cour and relicye the French Presbyterian Dillenters, under 

G 2 their 
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their cruel Perſecutions for their Non- conformity z and yet 
at the ſame time to exerciſe all that Cruelty, Ruin and 
Deſtruftion to the Engliſh Prerbyterian Non-conformilts,” 
like the Scribes and Phariſees, who built the Tombs of 
the Prophets, and at the ſame time killed the Prophets. 

And Feurthly, Whether you do not hereby raiſe a 
migl-ty Cry of ChrilPs poor Lambs (appointed by you to 
the Slaughter) againſt you to their Lord and Malter, and 
who may thereupon fay to you, as to perſecuting Saul of 
Old, Why do you Perſecute me, it is hard for you 10 kick, 4- 
gainft the Pricks ? 

But ?tis pollible you may ſay, That the Perſecution is not 

from you, but barely the proſecution of the Laws we tranſgreſs, 
which if we break, we muſt thank our ſelves, and not complain 
07 YOU, 
] Yo ſaid Boner of old, to the Martyrs in Q. Mary's 
dayes, and ſo {aid the Scribes and Phariſees of Chrilt, They 
had a Law, and by their Law he onght to dye. But you know 
it is a Maxim in the Engliſh Law, 28 H. 8. That if any 
Law, Uſuage -or Cuſtom be contrary to God's Law, they are 
mull and void in themſelves. And how much ſuch Laws to ri- 
zorouſly put.in force againit the Diſſenters, are againſt both 
the Law of God and Nature, you have by your own Pens 
decided, and do allo know what the proper Interpre- 
ters of the Law kave ſaid of them, viz. that Proteſtant 
Difſenters are not intended by them, but the Pop:ſh only, 
as Pag. 47» 48, 49, 5O. : 

And as for the ſevere Penaltics inflited upon Diſſenters 
as Seditious and Riotous for their aſſembling together to 
worſhip God, as though they thereby infringed the Law, 
and yiolated the publick Peace; and for which they have 
in theſe laſt three Years ſaltered in their Eſtates and 
Trades, at leaſt two Millions, (as ſuppoſed) contrary to 
the true Intent and Meaning of thoſe Statutes, if the 
Maxim of the Law be true, that the Intention makes the 
tegal Treſpaſs, both as ro Treaſon, Fellony, Murder and 
Riot, twenty three Years experience evidencing their 
quiet and peaceable Behaviour, and that they have been 
as far from Scdition and Riot, (as the Law defines) as any in 
the Nation, 

| Lamberd, 
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Lamberd our great Engliſh Lawyer, defining a Riot, 
tells us, I ir where three or mere Perſons be diſorderly aſſembled 
in Armour, with an Intent te commit with Force and Violence ,” 
an unlawful att, and that great Numbers being aſembled® 8 175: 


together makg no Rior, till! ſuch a Riotons Intent be kyown y 
quoting theſe following Statutes, fo defining it, 13 H. 4. 
C-7. 2H.5. c.8. '4 H. 7. ch. 13. 2Ed 3. c.3. 2R2..6. 

But have you diſowned and witneſſed againſt the Cru- 
elties exerciſed ? and done what you could to prevent them ? 
or rather with Edom ſtood on the other fide ? Obeb. verl. 11. 
and help't forward your Brethren's AfiCtion, and by 
yoar Preſfſ>s, Pulpits and Addrefies, and cruel Courts, 
furthered ir all that lies in you. 


5- Query. If you declare, that it is no finful Seperation to 
ſeperate trom thole, who ſeperate from the Truth and true 
Clnrch, but a Duty to God and onr ſelves, to free us 
from Sin and Suffering, as p.ge--- Then if you your ſelves 
have made a ſeperation from the Truth and true Church, 
you not only reproach your own Seperation from Rozne, 
but juſtifie your Brethrens from you as warrantable by 
your own Principles; Who art thou that judgeſt another, 
an doth the ſame things, &c ? 


6. Cuery. If by your own, as well as Scripture Rules, 
it is no Sedition nor Contempt to Authority, not to obey 
the Unlawful Commands of Magiſtrates in the things of 
God, as page—— Then whether your diſleating Brethren 
are not molt Injuriouſly dealt with by yon, for that great 


Lambard;s 


E jrenarcha, 


Ch. 4. 


Out-cry gone out againſt them from your Pulpits and. 


Prelles for Sedition and Rebellion ? when it is only in 
the matter of their God you have to accuſe them, ard 
for their ſaying with the Apoſtles,ris better ro obey God than 
Hen, there being in truth no more Sedition nor Rebel- 
lion to be found either in their Prinezples or Prattice than 


your own. 


7. Query. 1f all this be true, than whether it doth not 
yery much explain that uſual ſaying, Thae Popery ## rather 
to be choſeu than Presbytry ; and that is better to be a Papilt 
than a Presbyter ? GS 
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Thus, Sir, you have ſomething which the Difſſenters 
have to lay for themſelves, Eoping ir ſhall not be judged 
eithcr unreaſonable or unſcalonable, to preſent to you 
this their juſt Defence, and give you thus the Merits of 
tie Cauſe, not, only from your Cail fo todo, (and a Silence 
thereupon might either beſpeak conſenting Guilt, or 
prevent a Satisfying Reply to our Contcientious Scruples, ) 
hut alſo the many ſevere Preſſures & Sufferings we lie under 
from you for our Non conformity, whick may plead ſome 
excuſe for this medeit Plea and Looſers, being admitted the 
i:berty of Speech, as Sick men to groan, and tlic Aillicted 
to cry: Therctore may we not hope for a fair \dmiſlion 
of our Plaint for prelent, as better vlage for the future, 
tince we have not to do with ſavage /ndzans, nor brutil: 
Iriſh Aaiſſacrin;-Cut-Throats, worie than Canibals (to 
whom ai! Reaion, Right and Truth 15 unaccefſable) bur 
with our own Country - men, Neighbours, Fellow- 
Citizens, Acquaintance, Relations, Gentlemen, Schol- 
lars, with men protctling the ſame Proteſtant Religion 
with our ſclves, and with ſo many who have offered 
Reaſons and Arguments to us, and may therefore hope 
they will receive it from us, (how elſe can they anſwer 
our Sctuplcs) and not ſtop our Monthes with Goals, Pid- 
ries and Haltcrs (ſay what they plcaſe to render vs and 
our P11nciples o:2noxious, and refuſe and reject our juſt 
Defence, it being below commea Ingenuity to challenge an 
Adverlary t» the Field, and when he appears cauſe him to 
be diſ-armed, gagg'd and bound, and then mantully cudgel 
him, and boalt of Conqueſt, far be it fromus ſo to think) 
and particularly ſince you your ſelves lie under the {ame 
Cenſure of of Schiſm, Hereſie and Sedition from the Popiſh 
party, as we from you, and have given the ſame Argu- 
ments to juſtifie your Separation from them, as we from you, 
ſo that there wants nothing but Demonſtration, Candor and 
Charity to ſet all honeſt Proteſtants to rights. 

But eſpecially living under a Prince, who hath expreſſed 
ſo much tender Regard, and ſo many Promiſes to tender 
Conſciences, who live peaceably, and whois of that Saga- 
city and Prudence to judge whether it will be more for his 
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Intereſt and Profit to root upand ror ieck an innocent, 
peaceable and profitable People, and ſuffer their Subſtance 
co be taken from them (as ſome wicked Hamons may ſaggeſt 
and provoke) or with the Eaſtern Monarchs (in like caſe ) 
to let ſuch crucl Harpyes and bloody Incendaries againſt the 
Innocent Non-conformilts of the Day, feel his juſt Rebukes, 
as Efh.7.10.8 11, &c. Dar. 3.29.6.24. And as to enrich 
the Treaſury, whether 1t Is not like to be more effeftual and 
more juſt, to do it with the Popiſh Emoluments yet remain- 
ing in the Nation, and to take up where #.8. left, and make 
thorow work of it ? 

Laſtly, Toconclude ; be pleaſed in your own words to 
c exhorted, That laying aſide all Prejud'ces, Favour to, on 
Admiration of Mens Perſons, evil Afﬀetion, love of a Party, 
or carnal Intereſt to byas your Fndpment, you would impartzally 
weigh and conſider the Arguments nerein propoſed, being diflident 
of. your own Apprehenſion, and indifferent to either pare of the 
Queſtion , and think it no ſhame to change your Mind when bet- 
ter Reaſon is offered you for the Diſſenters deſire none to be thety 
Proſclites any further than they give good Scripture and Reaſon fer 
it, Reſting very Confident, that if they could prevas! with Peogle 
equally to bear both ſides, and aultpentiy to examine the cyits 
ef the Cauſe, their Churches world every aty gain more 7ronud 
210777 all wiſe men {o ſaith allo 


Your Friend and Servant, 


Philal-ches. 
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Two LETTERS 
Dr, Benjamin Calamy, 


ONE IN 
Engliſh, the other 1n Latine, 
By Themas De Laune,upon his Impriſonment 


in Neweace, for the Anſwer given at the laid Dr. (ala 
my's Call, to his Sermon enciculed, 4 Diſcourſe about 
a Scrupulous (Conſcience, in a late Piece called, A Plea 


for the Non-conformiſts, &c. 


SIR, 
FT; your printed Sermon, LIntituled, Serupulous Conſcience, 


you know you gave a fair Invitation to ſuch as differ from 
you, to examine what each Party (viz. C gay and Nog. 
conformiſts) ſay for themſelves, with reſpeCt to the Rites and 
Ceremonies which the Guides of the Church impoſe on their 
Members, and by penal Laws upon their Proteſtant fellow 
Subjets, the Non-conformeſts. — Without doubt, your Call to 
ſuch, pre-ſuppoled a Reply, by which you expeQted that there 
may becither an Opportunity given to you and your Brethren, 
to reQtific what ſcrupulous Conſciences miſ-underſtand,or that there 
may be ſome Relaxation procured,of the ſeverity they undergo, 
if their diſſent appears to be warranted by that only Rule of. 
A Faith 


[2] 
Faith, which Dr. Srillingfleer, and other Eminent Conformi/ts, 


call the Bible. 

If you did not expe an Axſwer, or thought that none for 
fear of the AF of Uniformity, &c. would make any Return to 
your Call, what can a man of Reaſon judge, but that it was a 
florid Declamation, or a triumphant Harangue, a meer Mockery 
& enſnaring of poor ſcrupulous Conſciences, when they mult be 
ſo muzled, that they muſt not exhibit the Cauſes of their 
Doubts. Sr, you know that 'tis unequal to gag the Reſpo-- 
dent, when the Oppoxert's Mouth 1s at Itberty, or to manacle 
the Aſſaulted, when the Challenger flouriſhes a menacing Sword. 

Upon that publick Call of yours, I adventured to examine 
(with the moſt diligent ſearch Icould make) what each of the 
laid Parties ſay for themſelves; and this not out of any Litigi- 
ous Principle (that proritze diſputandi) now too fatally grown E. 

idemical, butto give ſuch as are concerned, occaſion to inve- 
ſigate theſe difputed marters to the very Foundation, to the 
clearing up of Truth in a JunCture when it can never be more 
ſeaſonable. What was digeſted, was intended to be ſent you in 
aMannſcript, with ſome modeſt Inferences and Inquiries ; but 
upon Re-colleCtion I judg'd it would more anſwer your end, 
Viz. publick Information, to have ſuch Arguments as are pro- 
ducible by the Diſſenzers, as publick as the Invitation you gave 
them from Pulpit and Pref, it being equal that the Ay/wer 
ſhould be as ſpreading as the Objet#ion. ; 

Tam far from the vanity of pretending to be your Compe- 
titor in the Faculties of the Schools; T cannot judge of them 
any otherwiſe than as unſerviceable to Chriſtian Religion,unleſs 
4tinFured with that Grace, derivative only from the SanRifier 
of all Gifts, which I hope you partake of. | 

I am one of the meaneſt of the Floc!:, yet not below the Re- 
gards of the Shepherd of Souls, who is no Reſfpetter of Per. 
Hons, and -whoſe Example ſuch as call themſelves his Ambaſſa. 


flors, 
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dors, onght to follow, And therefore though fome, who pin 
their Faith upon (anontgal Slegves, may cenftire me, for oppgs 
ſing (or, if I may ule a Military Metaphor, taking up the Gant- 
let againſt) a man of your Figure ; yet I can take up my ſatis» 
faftion in this, that it was not Pride, -nor a Pop ar Itch, much 
les the love of a Priſon, influenced me to become an Anſwerer 
of your ſcrupulous Conference, 

I could heartily wiſh (as a mercy to theſe Nations) that all 
Religious Differences were compoſed by Evangelical Rules, and 
and that all who own the Name of Chriſt would ſerve him with 
one Heart, and with one Sou], and not tear cach other to pieces, 
which by conſequence muſt expole them as a Prey to ſuch as 
gape for their DeſtruCtron, | 

If the SanQtions of Chriſt in the Old and New-Teſtament 
ought to regulate the Modes of his Worſhip, and that we are 
under an indiſpenſible Obligation to obey that Magze Charta of 
Heaven, then let us either quit the Name of Chri/f/azs, or att 
according to the ſupream Law'-giver's, unrepealable Statutes, 
quite exploding what's undeniably borrowed from the Pompilian 
or Pontifical Canons. | 

Some Sheets have been printed off of what I intended to pre- 
ſent to you, but the Meſſenger of the Prefs interrupted the pro- 
cedure, and got me committed to NVewyate, where I am now 
confin'd. Thereis nothing done, nor was intended to be done, 
buta fair Examination of thoſe things your Sermon invited to, 
which Thad thought (if eſteemed Criminal) ſhould fall rather 
within the cognizance of Divines, than the men of Law ; for 
me thinks the Pazdes ſhould not be the Oracles of Religion, 
and that Temporal Statutes ſhould be ſo civil as to give prece» 
dency tothe ſacred Records. 

'Tis poſſible that Inquirers into Religion will look upon it as 
a prepoſterous proceeding, and diſagreeable to the Nature of 


the Chriſtian Faith to force doubting Perſons by Penalties to em- 
| brace 


| 
| 
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brace it; for that can never 7 þ them good Converts, bnt Hy- 

rites. May they not ſay that *tis a horrid Diſparagement to 
the Self-evidencing Light of the Goſpel, if it cannot ſtop the 
Mouths of Gain-layers, any other way than by the rigid Ex- 
ecution of ACts of State? I cannot find that Cliriſt or his Dil: 
ciples ever Charch-curſed or Newgated ſcrupulous Couſciences to 
Conformity, 

My Confinement 1s for accepting your Invitation to hear both, 
ſides; andI appeal to you, whether it be candid to puniſh me 
for obeying a Guide of the Church? I look upon you (in honour) 
obliged to procure my Sheets (yet unfiniſhed) a publick Paſs- 
port, and to me my Liberty, elſe I muſt conclude it unfair, and 
that if the irreſiſtible Logick of Goals grows M#-a-mode, it will 
make the Reformation, ſome pretend to, ſuſpected to be very 
little meritorious of that Name. 

Religion is a ſacred thing,and has been moſt horribly abuſed by 
ſuch as have ſuperadded their own Inventions,or thoſe Traditional 
Fopperies received from our deceiv'd and ſuperſtitious Anceſtors. 
L am fatisfied you, as well as Dr. $:/{;»pflect, will own {or 
there's no debating with you) that the Scripture is our Only 
Rule of Faith ;, if fo, pray let your ſcrupulous Conlciences be 
won to Conformity by that, All mer are not of equal capa- 
city to apprehend things doubtful ; for if they had been ſo, there 
had been no necefſity of Preachers: and the methods of Con- 
VINCINg MEN 1s as plainly laid down in the Bible, as any thing 
there, viz. by plain demonſtrative Arguments, meek and winning 
Perſwaſons, not the ſyllogilms of Priſons, Piitories, Ce. 

I beſcech you in the fear of God, and as you will anſwer it 
eo our great Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrift, That without reſpe& 
to any other end than. the good of Souls (as the Profetion you 
take obliges you to) that you would treat ſcrupulous Conlcien- 
C&S, as you would be dealt withal your ſelf. It they have no 
Reaſon for their Diſſent, and will without ground ſufter Impri- 

ſonments 


, +. : | 
 ſonments with all the ruinous Coneomitants of fo diſmal a Cir- 


cumſtance, *ris certain that Bedl:mz is more fit for them, than 
ſuch places of Confinement, as arc appointed for men in their 
Wits; and by conſequence *tis piry to be fo ſevere with ſuch 
Simpletons. But if you will allow them any Modicwm of Rea- 
{on, than I appeal to all the Guzates of the Church, whether it be 
not more con{cnant to the Precepts of our foveraign Legiflator, 
to confute them by his Rules, rather than by ſuch coercive Me- 
thods, which his Majeſty judg'd incfleQtua! in his Declaration of 
Indulgence, March 1672. | 

As Truth ſeeks no Corners nor Suborners, and as real Beauty 
will not be beholdea to the artificial Dawhings of a Pencil, ſo the 
Chriſtian Religion (where profeſſed in its naked ſimplicity) 
needs no other Allurement to beget Proſclites than its own 
lovely and illuſtrious Features, altogether plain, honeſt, and 
every way amible, void of all Meretricious Gawdery, or that 
Majeftical Pomp which p.eafes only the external Senſe. 

I have no Malignity againſt any Perſon whatſoever, much 
leſs againſt your Church, or any of its Members ; all I defire is, 
that Scrupulons C onſciences, who trouble not the Peace of the Na- 
tion,ſhould be dealt withal(at leaſt)as weak Brethren,according to 
Rom. 14. 1. and not ruin'd by Penalties for not fwallowing 
what's impoſed under the Notion of Decexcy and Order, tho Ec- 
centrick to the Scheme we have of it in Qur only Rule of Faith. 
Sir, T intreat you toexcuſe this Trouble from a Stranger, who 
would fain be convinc'd by ſomething more like Divinity then 
Nengete, where any Meflage from you [hall be wellcome to 


Tour Humble Servant, 


From the Preſs. Yard, Newzate, Thomas De Laun e. 
the $th of Decenmber, 1633. | et, 
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January Die Nono, 168 z, 


Reverznde Vir 3 


Sie ſemel atq; tterum Concionatus eras, Typiſq; mindeveras 
a2 Dubitanti Conſcientia, quotquos Diverſe ſint ſentextie 
circa quoſdan Ritns ac Ceremonias, ad utriuſq, partis Rationes Ex. 
aviinandas, ſatis publice vocitaverat. 

T acentihas altjs, in illt re,tibi parebam; nos litigand! Canſa (impay 
enim et C onereſſus inter te, tantum virum C7 me tantillum) {ed ut- 
hnjus modi Litem adim endi, ficuti praceperas, adniveatur occaſio. 

S: propter tale (duntexat) obſequium, me penas daturum, neſcio 
quot quibuſve modis, decretum fuerit; Nunquid nova vincendi ratio, 
ſ#cris paginis inandita, apud quoſdarm Anteſignenss exoritur i 

Quid de his rebus ſentiendum eſſe videatur,ex ſacroCodce ac probatis 
Scriptoribus diſquirere propoſui, (te Cunttos vacillantes tam acriter 
invitante) ex illo Lumine ſemitarum, ex illa Lucerna (Plal. 119, 
105) Rationes aliquot hauſeram adverſus varios ac Multiplices Er. 
rores, qui in Eccleſiam Irrepſerunt. 

\E2 ſoli de- cauſi nſq; ad Carcerem, ubi nihil amabile eſt, adattns 
fum. Utrum Iftiuſmodi Argumenta valggrint ad veſtre Concicni, 
vT3%r41;, probandas ſub Judice Supremo lis fit. Anve tali mods 
ullus ex dubitantibus in ſpirituale Cogt potuerit, Ovile, Fudex eſto. 

Nibil adverſus Regiam Majeſtatem, nihil de Regimine Civih, 
nihil contra Monarchie pacem aſſeritur. De Ritunm ac Ceremoni- 

arum 


T 
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arim Origine, d:q; rebas que ſpecie veritatis, Etiamfi parum rette, 
in dubitantes Objiciuntur, ſola diſſertatio eſt. | 
Quid de me Curia decreverit neſcio. Fiat ſummi Patris Voluntas, 
Univerſis qui ſalutis humane largitorem ſecundum wverbum ejus Colunt 
Pacem internam ac externam in hoc, aternamy; in futuro ſeculs 


Precatur 
Thomas De Laune. 


Vt Reſponſum aliquod, quod Theologum decert per ailefttifſimam mean. 
Conjugem, utt promiſiſti remittas, obſecro. 


Theſe two Letters weredeliver'd to the Dy. and the Anſwer I receiy?d 


to the firſt, was in effect, That if [ bad been impriſoned upon the account of 


anſwering his Bock,, he would do me any Kindncfs that became him: Tothe 
ſecond he {aid (which hearing no effect of the former | ſent him) That be 


looks upon himſelf unconcernd, or to that purpoſe, as not being mention'd . 


in the Sheets he ſaw with the Recorder. To fatisfhe which Doubt, 1 ſent 
a printed Sheet, the very firſt of it, that makes it undiſputable, viz. thar 
whatl am charg'd with is an Anſwer to his Call. This is publiſhed (not 
out of any diſreſpect to that Gentleman, but) to invite him to give a 
fair Hearing to my Plea, and ſo to remove thoſe Obſtacles that lie 1n the 
wav of ſcrupulous Conſciences, in order to a happy Union. | with from 
my Heartthat the Controverlie might conclude 1n that blelled effect. 


The following Letterl ſent tothe Recorder, Sir Thomas Fenner, which 
I publiſh for no other end, than that 1t may bea means to ſtir upthe Minds 
of ſome judicious Guides of the Church of Englazd, to urge mild Argu- 
ments tO doubting Perſons ; lor 251 am not, nor never was, nor intended 
to be concern'd in any Action to the Diſturbance of the publick Peace, 
ſo 1 have been, and ever ſhall be, in my mean Station, a hearty 
Well-wiſher tothe Proſperity of .theſe Nations under H# Mije/y's 
Covirument. 
To 
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To Sir Thomas Fenxer, Knight, Regorder of London, 


o iKz 
Qu know 1 was committed Priſoner firſt to the Comprer at Woodftrect, 
then to Newgare by your Warrant, In my Mittimus its ſaid, That / 
yefuſed1o grve Bail, which isa Miltake ; for being asked by you, Whether 
1 would give Bail then? | ſaid, I could not, itbeing to la:eat night, 
when | had no opportunity to ſend to ſuch as would bail me, And being 
ask't, Whether ! would grue Bail the next Morning ? | (aid, | knew not 
whether | ceuld or not, becauſe 1 was not certain whether {uch to whom 
I might have made Application would doit, or not. This was no Sul- 
lenneſs nor Obſtinacy in me, but what my real Apprehenlions then were. 
Some Friends of mine (free-men of this City) went afterwards to be my 
Bail, but they were told, you were not at home, T hey made thereupon 
an Application to Sir Willszm Turner, who referr'd them to you. 

It is faid in the Warrant, That ] confeſſed I was the Anthor of a Libel, enti- | 
tnled, A Plea for the Non-conformilſts, wheresn are cont ain'd things dangerous | 
ro the Goverrmert, which thus much, and no fwitber is true : 1 confeſſed | 
before you, that I deliver*'d a Manuſcripe of my own writing to one Fohn | 
Hew, with that Title, in order to be printed, and that if the Print agreed 
with the Manuſcript, t would own it— otherwiſe | could not, becaule the 
miſ-placing of a Stop, the mil-printing of a Letter or Syllable, or ſome 
other Errata's of the Preis, would alter the Senſe, even to Contradiction 
of what was intended to be diſcuſſed ; which was not as my Indiament 

 wordsit (ina form of aggravating Terms) but in order to a plain diſ- | 
Jan of ſuch things as Dr. Calamy from Pulpit and Preſs, invited Diſ- | 
enters to inquire into, as you may ſee in his Book, called, A Diſcourſe of 
a ſcrupulous Conſcience, There is nothing of matters relating to the civil | 
State in what l am charg'*d with; for | am not concern'd with that : But | 
if the Guides of the Charch (as Dr. Calamy calls the benefic'd mea of the 
Church of England ) will make publick Challenggs, they ſhould receive Ob- 
je4:one, withour puniſhing the ObjeFors, whoſe (ſuppoſed) Crime is only 
for obeying them; and that, you know, Sr, is diſagreeable to Juſtice. 

If any thing | have done falls within the Laſh of Engliſh Laws, fiat 

Fuſtitia, But | am ſatisfy*d I have done nothing in this point unbecoming 

an honeft Subjett, a Scholar, a Gemleman, and which is worth all, a Chriftsar:. 
I commit the whole matter, with reſpect to this Diſpute, to that ſupream 
Legiſlator, who 1s without exception juſt, and who will judge all that are 
ſubordinate to him. Which is all from, Sir, Towr Servant, 

Thomas De Laune. 
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